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County Update from Gloucestershire County Councillor Loraine Patrick –
Dursley Division – March 2019
 County Council tax increased by 4.99% overall this year – listed on Council tax bill as 2.5%
GCC increase and Adult Social Care levy of 2%. We expect Gloucestershire’s council tax to be
the third lowest of any county council in England (£1.57 pa higher than lowest for Band D), and
lower than every neighbouring county.
 Despite keeping tax down, the budget this year increases investment in key areas:
£2m extra to protect older people
£11m extra for children and young people
Year 2 of £150m investment into road resurfacing
£45m for Gloucestershire schools (part of our overall £100m commitment)
 Demand continues to grow in key areas.
The level of children in care has increased by 39% since 2014 (478 – 707).
Since 2015, the number of children requiring an Educational Health and Care Plan (what used
to be called a statement of special educational need) has increased by 47%.
The level of older people in Gloucestershire has grown by 28% since 2007, with projections
showing that the number of older people needing help with an illness or disability will increase
by 41% in the next 11 years.
 Research in the Municipal Journal (27 Feb 19) puts Gloucestershire County Council 7th out of
150 English councils in care for older people.
 The recently agreed budget provides the 2nd year of the Conservative £150m investment road
resurfacing programme. In its first year, this saw 164 projects carried out across the
Gloucestershire, with over 108km of roads resurfaced and 60km surface dressed.
 Since the start of April 2018, the council has repaired almost 50,000 potholes on
Gloucestershire roads – with over 99% repaired on time.
 This year’s budget also provides every councillor with £25,000 of Highways Local funding to
invest in repairing and upgrading roads and footpaths in their division.
 Key route announcement for the A417 Missing Link are expected in March. Total cost of
£500m. Work on improving Junction 10 on the M5 (West Cheltenham) to increase capacity and
build to a full junction with access/leave both North and South directions continues. GCC will
also be bidding for funds to expand Cheltenham’s Arle Court Park and Ride.
 The £100m investment into Gloucestershire schools continues this year, with a range of capital
projects, including a brand new secondary school for Cheltenham. Extra government help for
Gloucestershire schools saw a further £1.35m in funding this year and next year to help cope
with demand. The county council and local MPs continue to lobby for the new, fairer, national
funding formula to be brought in more quickly.
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 Homelessness: Thanks to a £950,000 investment from the Government, the county council is
opening two new centres in Cheltenham and Gloucester to support homeless people. As well
as help with accommodation, the centres will offer specialist support for mental health and
substance abuse.
 Javelin Park – The new incinerator is due to begin testing shortly and be fully operational from
the summer. Although costs did increase as a result of the legal challenge from Stroud District
Council, the plant will still save Gloucestershire County Council £100m compared to the
situation today. It will also cut CO2 emissions by the equivalent of 20,000 tonnes each year,
generate enough electricity for 25,000 homes and stop Gloucestershire’s reliance on landfill.
 Cutting our carbon emissions: Even before the effects of Javelin Park, Gloucestershire County
Council has reduced its carbon emissions by over 52% since 2008. We achieved the
government emission reductions pledge years early and are on track for our target of a 60%
reduction by 2021.
 Fastershire – We are investing a further £1.4m from April into delivering fast broadband right
across the county. So far, over 97% of homes and businesses have access and work continues
on the hardest to reach areas.
 5G – The county council allocated £25,000 to ensure that Gloucestershire is ready for 5G
mobile internet, helping to support county businesses and protect jobs.
 I have contributed funding to various groups, including buying play days for children across the
division and buying lengthsmen time. I am hoping to have passenger information boards at the
bus station and continuing road maintenance.
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Report to Dursley Town Annual Assembly 2019 from
Stroud District Councillor Doina Cornell
In the summer Chief Executive David Hagg retired after 17 years’ service. In November his
successor Kathy O’Leary took up the post. Kathy has 32 years’ experience in the public
sector and has worked for a number of district councils in Surrey. At the start of the year,
Kathy spent time on a ward walk in Dursley with the three district Councillors to visit key sites
and understand local issues, as well as meeting with the Mayor and Town Clerk. Another
change was the by-election in November which saw Cllr Trevor Hall replace Alison Hayward.
Finances for local government remain uncertain, as this year marks the final year of the
financial settlement we agreed with the central government. One positive is that the so-called
‘negative support grant’, which would involve paying back half a million to government, has
been got rid of following pressure by many local councils. In the summer or
autumn the government should announce the new funding settlement for beyond 2020, it is
likely that district councils will be expected to be almost self-sufficient on council tax and
business rates. This will not cover all the services we provide, so making efficiencies as well
as income generation remains a priority for the council in the coming months.
Stroud District Council is in the process of working out what the council’s priorities and work
plan will be for the 2019-2020 civic year, the main priorities remain housing, environment, health
and well being, and supporting the local economy.
Brexit Preparations
SDC receives regular updates from government on possible preparations for a Brexit with or
without a deal. A series of Brexit Breakfasts have been held for local businesses and
organisations attended by our two MPs, and a page created with more information and
useful links: https://www.stroud.gov.uk/business/support-for-business/brexit-advice
Annual Budget Survey
Residents’ satisfaction with the district as a place to live and with the way the council is run
remain well above the national average, with some 96% of residents questioned in an
annual budget survey satisfied with their local area as a place to live, while 80% are satisfied
with the way SDC is run. 94% of businesses questioned said they were satisfied that the
district is a place to do business.
Market Town Initiatives Fund
In 2017 the Council undertook a review of the main town centres within the District including
Dursley, one outcome of this was the proposal to make £200k available to the towns to
support capital projects in the town centres, this was approved in January 2019 and Dursley
was awarded £40,000 towards the building of the new Long Street car park. Proposals to
introduce car parking charges on the district council’s car parks were shelved following
considerable public opposition.
Local Plan
The Local Plan is currently under review, and the public consultation on the overall strategy
has now been completed. Central government has allocated 12,800 new houses to be built
in the district, an obligation the council has to meet, as if not our plan will be rejected by the
government inspector, leaving us open to speculative applications from developers. Overall
there is support for the strategy of creating large developments at Sharpness and Wisloe
Green (near Cambridge) as this will unlock key investment in infrastructure such as new
schools. The suggested site for housing on the outskirts of Dursley by Ganzells Lane has
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been opposed by the three Dursley district Councillors. The council has not yet agreed where
the final allocations for housing will be but a lot of work is being done by all political parties to
agree a consensus. There is a lot more detailed information at:
https://www.stroud.gov.uk/environment/planning-and-building-control/planningstrategy/strouddistrict-local-plan-review
May Lane/Prospect Place Regeneration
SDC officers are currently investigating whether or not it is viable for the regeneration of this
whole site to be led by the council and will report back later this year. This could be a
sustainable town centre site ideal for small affordable/social homes. If the scheme is
deemed not viable, SDC will then proceed only to develop its own properties at the Electric
Garage and 11/11A May Lane – these are in a poor state and need to be dealt with as soon
as possible. Either way we shall see some or more social housing in this part of the town.
Climate Change Emergency
One of the council’s five main priorities is to help the community minimise its carbon
footprint, adapt to climate change and recycle more. SDC is the first carbon neutral council
in Europe. At the end of last year, we joined other councils such as Bristol in declaring a
climate emergency with a target to become a carbon neutral district by 2030. This is a
challenging target and cannot be achieved by the council alone, it will need us to work
closely with partners in the district from businesses and other local organisations. Some
measures could include - increasing the work on homes that are poorly insulated, helping
households that suffer from fuel poverty, aiding local industry to become more energy
efficient, and enabling community energy schemes to be developed.
Waste & Recycling
A big thank you to all local residents who have helped make SDC’s waste and recycling
service one of the best in the country. The council has been identified by the Department for
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) as the highest performing council for recycling
in the south west, throwing away the least amount of residual waste in England.
Littlecombe
The business units are starting to be let and there is some possible interest in a further
business development on part of the remaining land. The S106 community funds from
Littlecombe, agreed last year to be paid by St Modwen’s to community facilities, looks now to
be delayed until 2022 due to a slower building out on the site, this is disappointing and I am
investigating if part of this could be brought forward if not the full amount.
Tourism
A £2k grant has been awarded to Dursley to support development of tourism, following a
report which recognised the work across the district on attracting visitors.
Housing
SDC is looking to increase temporary homeless accommodation including the possible
purchase of the old Salvation Army building in Stroud (currently there is no county provision
for temporary homeless other than hotels and B&B). Numbers of households needing help
vary but on average remain low, about 12, as SDC continues to maintain high levels of
homelessness prevention in the first place.
A recent decision was taken to work towards bringing the council housing repairs and
maintenance service back inhouse in 2020, as was done previously with the gas servicing,
which has provided a better service and at less cost to the council. There have been recent
cases where council tenants have experienced a poor service which is of concern to us
Councillors, and we want to see a better focus on customer service and accountability.
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Report from: Stroud District Councillor Colin Fryer
I am pleased this year with how the Housing Committee has gone.
Firstly, 3 million pounds has been put aside to allow the Council to purchase land to develop housing.
The Autumn budget confirms the end of the HRA debt cap, this means the HRA can borrow more
providing that it is affordable to do home build.
Particular to Dursley, the Council is looking into the redevelopment of Prospect Place, although, this will
be a complicated issue, as there is more than one landlord involved.
Finally: We now have two new tenant reps who will sit on the Housing Committee to take part in
discussion and debate but will have no voting rights. I feel this is important as these people are the
people we represent. The new role of neighbourhood ambassadors will replace the tenant reps and we
are actively seeking new ambassadors. Anyone who is interested in this role can contact Tenant
Services at Stroud District Council.

Report from: Stroud District Councillor Trevor Hall
Since my election I have been put on to the Environment Committee and was delighted that we adopted
the Climate Emergency motion.
In addition, on full council, other successful motions I have been supporting are bringing back in-house
council house repairs, purchasing premises for the homeless and the passing of the anti-slavery charter.
Locally, I have taken up many issues on behalf of tenants and residents with some success and look
forward to representing the ward for the coming year.
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Cam and Dursley Youth Forum
2018 - 2019

Cam and Dursley Youth forum was redeveloped through partnership work with Rednock school during
the summer term of 2018.
The youth worker presented in assemblies and ‘hung out’ at lunch time promoting the work of Stroud
Youth Voice. We gained a lot of interest and ran some small lunchtime group work sessions followed by a
whole day of training where students were allowed to have a day off their usual timetable specially. This
happened just before the summer holidays and 15 young people attended. The youth worker also spent
time at The Door youth club sessions and the group gained 2 members from there too.
The group was officially established in October 2018 and currently has
5 members aged 12-19.
Over the last 7 months the group have been very active and they
have been busy getting to know their community, some of what they
have done includes:
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•

They have been on a tour looking at some of the play parks in Cam and the new plans for them
They held a meeting with their local PCSO Mark Lifton, voicing their concerns on road safety and
asking about community safety in the area. This has led to
discussions about the youth forum doing a speed check activity
in the area.
The group went on a ‘magical mystery tour’ with
neighbourhood warden Andy, Andy wanted to find out their
thoughts on some of the issues he deals with including graffiti
and fly tipping.
They held a meeting with John Kay, the Dursley Town Clerk asking him many questions on all
things Dursley and giving their opinions.
Members of the group have also supported Berkeley Vale Youth Forum at the Jenner Museum
fundraising event.
All members have attended at least one Youth Voice training event. With 4 members attending
the February half term 3 day training residential in the Forest of Dean.
In December the group nominated their Stroud District Youth Council reps, Tom and Maxie are
voting reps and Ellie and Conner being the deputies.
In early January the group set their objectives for the year, one was to put on a youth music
event to promote sexual health in Cam and Dursley. They invited a member of Stroud Youth
Forum to a meeting to advise them on how to run a music event as that forum had done one the
year previous.
In March the group did presentations to Dursley Town Council and Cam Parish Council to
introduce themselves and inform the councils on their plans.
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•

•
•

•

March was a busy month, the group also developed and ran a survey in school, this was for 3
reasons
1. To find out what young people think about the area they
live in and what they would like changed.
2. Investigate young people’s knowledge of the C-card (free
condoms for under 25s) and general thoughts on sexual
health education and information.
3. Find out if young people would like to attend a music event
and how they think this should look. The group didn’t want to put on an event if no young
people would want to attend.
The group attended Kingshill House clubs and groups fair to promote their work.
They were invited to attend the Dursley Summer Festival planning meetings and have been to 2.
I have to add that the group were not supported to attend this meeting by the youth worker due
to the meeting clashing with another Forums meeting time. They were invited and supported by
Mandy to attend, this is a fantastic example of youth voice, young people taking an interest in
their community and feeling confident enough to work alongside adult decision makers without
their youth workers. ☺ thank you Mandy.
The group are currently collating the results from their surveys, where the majority of young
people said they would be interested in a music event. The group have been to a meeting with
World Jungle, The Door and Cam Parish Council about working in partnership to host a Scratch n
Skate festival this summer. Pulling all of our resources and ideas together to give the young
people of the area a day of performances, activities, health and safety information (including
sexual health) and new opportunities during the summer holidays.
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The Chantry Centre

for all our community

34/36 Long Street
Dursley
Gloucestershire
GL11 4JB

The last 12 months has a been another busy year for the Charity with the main Lister Hall being very
heavily booked throughout the year – indeed there was a 6-month period in which the Lister Hall was
vacant on just two Saturday evenings.
Encouragingly the range of customers continues to expand; whilst the building itself is in a relatively
poor state of repair, users and the Trustees are very appreciative of the flexibility and hard work of
the manager, Mark Prowse, and his team.
Local community groups using the Chantry Centre include Explorer Scouts, DODS, Dursley Male
Voice Choir, Tyndale Archers, Cam and Dursley Table Tennis, Air Cadets, Synwell Boxing Club, Peak
Academy, U3A (for Table Tennis and Kurling) Dursley Diamonds cheerleaders as well as a number
of local skittles teams.
Of particular significance has been the increase in daytime use of the Chantry Centre, where we have
been working in partnership with U3A and The Pulse, the latter hosting a series of children’s activities
during school holidays. The Chantry Centre continues to run regular soft play sessions on Thursdays,
and together with the Toy Library, they remain very popular with pre-school children and their carers.
The diversity of entertainment offered by third parties has also increased. The monthly DJ nights have
proved to be extremely popular – drawing in new visitors from far afield. Meanwhile 2019 will see
another theatrical group staging a play (in addition to DODS regular performances), wrestling, boxing,
Kick the Cat fundraising event, Ukelele Orchestra and many others.
The Chantry Centre continues to host private parties and special meetings by a wide range of local
organisations.
In the last year the Chantry Centre was the DODS’s charity of the year and thanks to all their efforts
and the support of the local community, including putting on an additional production of Rent, they
raised just over £3,500 towards the Chantry Centre’s running costs. A very generous private donation
of £10,000, combined with confirmation of a significant grant from Barnwood Trust, will allow the
development of much needed additional toilet facilities. Plans are also advanced for the installation of
a ventilation system for the Lister Hall.
During the year confirmation was received from Stroud District Council that The Chantry Centre will
receive a £200,000 contribution from the Littlecombe Section 106 funds once sufficient houses have
been constructed.
However, this good news since led to disappointment as it is now understood that, due to construction
delays and changed programmes, funds are unlikely to be released until 2022. This is a real challenge
for the Charity – as there is much work to be done to refurbish/upgrade the building to be fit for purpose
and the Trustees plans had been very much focused on using the Section 106 funds to lever additional
grant funding. This is a matter which the Trustees plan to discuss with the District Council as we look
to see how we can secure at least some interim funding proportionate to the number of houses which
have been built.
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Cotswold Vale Talking Newspaper
Registered Charity No: 1049409

The Cotswold Vale Talking Newspaper records the Gloucestershire Gazette every week and sends it out
free of charge to the registered blind and partially sighted people in Dursley and Wotton and
surrounding towns and villages.
Over the past year, a growing number of local newspapers all over the country have been closing down
due to the different ways people receive and listen to the news - via phone apps, social media and live
streaming. We keep abreast of these developments via our Facebook page and website to use the ones
appropriate to our listeners and potential users.
Our listeners, however, depend on us to deliver this news. Mostly of the older generation, the only place
many of them can hear news about their town or village is the Gazette, Wotton Times, village magazines
and local societies reports. In order to combat growing social isolation of the elderly and to improve
their community involvement, we are determined to continue to give our listeners this service to the
best of our ability.
The Gazette increasingly concentrates on areas besides Dursley and Wotton and so to fill up the CDs and
memory sticks, we have started to collect a local library of books and magazines on subjects of interest
to our listeners. This is a new project for the Talking Newspaper which our volunteers have responded
to with enthusiasm. They attended 2 Reading Days in the studio and we are now building a digital library
of readings and poetry, sports events, gardening activities and local history – all things our listeners say
they enjoy and appreciate. We also use material and interviews available from other Talking
Newspapers and local societies and feel that our role extends now to better communication and
entertainment, although our main focus will always be on the news. Many other Talking Newspapers
report that they are doing exactly the same thing as more papers diversify or disappear.
In May we plan to join the RNIB Newsagent scheme which allows us to include articles from all the
leading newspapers and magazines in a copyright-free digital audio form and add them onto our weekly
news reports.
We are very grateful to Dursley Town Council for its continued support. We would really struggle or fail
entirely to afford all these additional expenses without your grant. We always want to give our listeners
the very best, and your help enables us to give a service which we have been told is of a very high
standard and which our listeners tell us they enjoy very much
Thank you very much indeed
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Dursley and District Community Association – Report for Dursley Town Council’s Annual
Assembly
I would like to start with a thank you, on behalf of Dursley and District Community Association, to Dursley
Town Council for their continued support over the past 12 months.
Our Annual General Meeting is planned for 1st May, therefore has not taken place at the time of writing
this report. We continue to have a committed and solid base of representatives on the Management
Committee of the Association. Although two resignations in the past 12 months has meant we are
currently carrying vacancies on the Executive Committee. So anyone interested in volunteering for
these rewarding roles would be most welcome.
Regular meetings of the Management Executive have continued in the past year and have enabled the
Association to progress our plans for the Community Centre. Our main focus has been work on the roof
above the Walker room, to re-affix and re-point the coping stones to solve some damp problems in the
room below. Now that this has been completed our plans to renovate the Walker room can proceed. This
has been achieved through a successful bid to the National Lottery Community Fund for the majority of
the funding and like our previous projects, topped up with donations received from many of the
organisations that use the centre.
We had hoped to progress work on modernizing the toilets in the next 12 months, but a recent,
somewhat disappointing update on the s106 money from the Littlecombe development indicates that the
funding will be delayed for some time yet. However, the Executive Committee has decided to do what
we can to improve the facilities, until the funding becomes available for the major refurbishment.
Our website at: www.dursleycommunitycentre.btck.co.uk continues to promote the Association and the
Community Centre as an ideal location for family and social events to a wider audience. We have had a
significant increase in the number of bookings for room hire via enquiries through the website. We have
also set up a Facebook business page for the community centre https://www.facebook.com/DursleyCommunity-Centre-618279608599429/ to further promote the facilities available and the events
happening at the Community Centre, using the power of social media. The introduction of the ability to
take card payments over the bar and for room hire has also proved useful.
The Association membership continues to grow and the room hire for the Community Centre has seen a
steady increase.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank Jane Ball our Centre Manager and her Husband Arthur, who
for many years, have worked hard, often on a voluntary basis to maintain the Community Centre and coordinate the hiring out of rooms etc. always going above and beyond for the benefit of the Association.
I believe 2018/19 has been another successful year for Dursley and District Community Association.
Thank you again to Dursley Town Council for their continued support.
John Hudson - Chairman
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Dursley and District Good Neighbours
Report to Dursley Annual Annual Assembly Tuesday 21 May 2019

Dursley and District Good Neighbours have served the community since the nineteen seventies. We are a
group of retired volunteer drivers who take elderly and adult disabled people who have no other means of
getting to their medical appointments at hospitals, clinics, surgeries, dentists or opticians. We wait and
bring them safely home again. We are not covered to carry children. Our time is free but we do make a
modest charge for the miles travelled, in line with government permissible rates, and any parking fees. If
necessary, a companion can come along at no extra charge. All an elderly person has to do is phone the
coordinator giving details of their appointment as well as their phone number and address. Ideally there
must be at least a week’s notice before the appointment. The coordinator contacts an available driver who
agrees a pick up time. The customer is then phoned, the arrangements are confirmed and they are told
who the driver is and the time they will be picked up. Customers using a wheelchair must be able to
independently transfer themselves from the wheelchair into the car. We are car drivers not trained
medical personnel and so passengers must be able to travel without medical supervision.
2018 was a busy year with 326 clients taken to various appointments. We were called upon to take more
clients to Cheltenham hospital for regular cancer treatment, sometimes on a daily basis. This stretched our
service almost to the limit, but drivers responded magnificently. Another source of increased pressure has
been the reorganisation of the Arriva service which has tightened up on the regulations about who they
will carry. The total number of journeys for the year was 1253, an increase of 159 journeys over the last
year and an average of 104 journeys per month. The heaviest month was May. The total number of miles
driven was 31466 and the number of dead miles when the driver travelled alone to and from the pick-up
point was 5366. This reflected the increased mileage to the Berkeley area, which we still cover, although
we no longer have any drivers living in the area. The number of hours donated by drivers was 2513,
giving an average of 209 hours per month. Fifty-two clients required the driver to carry a wheelchair and
148 escorts were carried at no extra cost. Ninety-four journeys were cancelled, sometimes at very short
notice, by the hospital. Gloucester Royal Hospital continued to be the most visited hospital with 378
attendances, 66 more than last year. The out of county journeys were 55, an increase of 24, mostly to
Southmead.
The majority of pick-ups continue to be in the Dursley and Cam areas. We also collect customers from
the Berkeley area right down to Stone and out to Sharpness and Purton, as well as customers in Uley,
Coaley, Stinchcombe and Cambridge.
There are currently fourteen drivers in the scheme. All are retired. Ideally, another two or three drivers are
needed. Ask any of the drivers and they will tell you that it is a very rewarding and uplifting experience,
not only for themselves but for the passengers they carry.
If, on reading this report, you would like to help, please contact Dawn Elsdon on 01453 548474.
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Dursley In Bloom 2018-19 For the Dursley Annual Assembly.
With support from Dursley Town Council the Dursley in Bloom team achieved its third consecutive
GOLD award in September 2018 from the Royal Horticultural Society in respect of our efforts to
make the town look more attractive with a variety of floral displays.
However, that is only part of the story…In addition to the Horticultural Achievements which are
usually judged in July, the Judges also take account of the town’s various Environmental
Responsibilities’ such as re-cycling initiatives, litter clearance and pride of place. The third area
for marking comes under the heading of Community Participation which involves press coverage,
involving youth groups, local shopkeepers and educational programmes.
Since the last meeting in May 2018, we have been busy with the following:Bailey’s Post Office and the half barrels along Parsonage Street now all have a Phormium plant and
have a range of plants throughout the year. This gave continuity of planting and style through the
town.
The theme for last year was to have displays of pink, white and red flowers including Geranium,
both trailing and upright, many large Begonia, Lobelia and Cosmos throughout the town.
We also had a total of 40 hanging baskets in the town centre which provided a real splash of colour
outside the local shops. 12 of these were the ‘Amberol’ style ones which have a 2 litre water
reservoir integral to the design; this proved to be very useful as it was such a long hot summer.
We won some money in the Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ scheme and have used these funds to purchase a
further 29 of these water conserving baskets for Parsonage Street.
The Judging route in 2018 included Parsonage Street, The Vale Hospital Allotments and Rednock
School with its abundance of eco-friendly aspects. We tried to show the judges a variety of
horticultural features as well as community and environmental aspects.
In October and November, we cleared summer bedding & planted daffodils & 1400 tulips
throughout the town, in planters and various other areas such as the Village Green and outside
Sainsbury’s
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In March a letter was sent out to local businesses with the DIB plans for 2019 planting and asking
for donations. In addition, this year we hope that many businesses in the town will decorate their
windows with floral themes supporting our endeavours.
We now have our own greenhouse and a half share in a poly-tunnel with the Chantry Centre, we
hope that these will help us with potting up the 600 gold and yellow Begonias we will put in our new
hanging baskets!!

In March the Spring Seminar for the Heart of England in Bloom branch of the RHS was held in
Dursley, thanks to John Kay organising it. It was a very successful day and was a good ‘showcase’
for the town with 100 participants enjoying the Chantry Centre Hall and garden.

We hold monthly meetings to discuss our planting plans. If you wish to join us and help make the
town look more attractive please contact me on 01453 549296; Penny Hyde. No horticultural
experience needed, just willing hands!
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Dursley Town Neighbourhood Police Report
Dursley Annual Assembly 2019
This report is from your Neighbourhood Police Team based in Dursley.
The team responsible for Dursley town consists of two Police Community Support Officers and
one Police Constable (who also has responsibility for Cam and Stonehouse). These three
officers are supervised by a dedicated ‘Neighbourhood’ Sergeant, who is also based in Dursley.
You can view the current neighbourhood police team at: www.gloucestershire.police.uk just click
on Neighbourhood Policing, Stroud.
These officers are also supported by a team of Special Officers - fully trained and warranted
police officers - who give their time freely to patrol the night time economy of Dursley.
Led by Special Chief Inspector Steve Lindsay they also provide essential resilience to our Force
Response Unit and police other events throughout the year in Dursley and the surrounding
area.
They undertake a significant amount of important and proactive police work in relation to
keeping our local roads safe in terms of speeding and driving while under the influence of drugs
or drink.
This report compares the number of reported crimes between April 2017 and April 2019. It looks
at the type of crime which is more likely to have an adverse community impact, or an influence
on how you view your quality of life as a resident, worker or visitor in Dursley.
It also considers other police relevant community issues such as excessive vehicle speed and
youth anti-social behaviour.
The scope of the information and comment applies to those wards for which Dursley Town
Council are the locally responsible public authority.
Therefore it will not contain any data or comment on issues in adjacent parishes such as Cam
or Stinchcombe.
Feeling safe in our home
For most of us feeling safe in our home is really important. Victims of burglary find this feeling
of safety and social wellbeing can be shattered.
The neighbourhood team here in Dursley works very hard all year round in a proactive sense to
reduce the propensity of this crime happening to you.
It does this by undertaking a wide range of crime prevention work with numerous audiences.
Importantly we prioritise our work in line with the 2017 - 2021 published ‘Police and Crime Plan’
set by Gloucestershire’s democratically elected Police & Crime Commissioner.
The plan states a vision of ‘Less crime, more peace and good order’. Achieving this vision is
largely dependent on the team focussing on 6 key priorities which have been set by the
Commissioner. They can be reviewed at www.gloucestershire-pcc-gov.uk
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We keep the Commissioner’s plan ‘top of mind’ in our everyday work in and around Dursley.
Crime statistics quoted below are a year on year comparison between the period 28 th April 2017
to 27th April 2018; and 28th April 2018 to 27th April 2019.
Burglary and Criminal Damage
There were 10 recorded residential burglaries in the last 12 months, the same as in the previous
year and just 1 recorded attempted burglary. Non-residential burglaries were down by 1 from 6
to 5.
Reports of criminal damage to residential properties in the 2017 – 2018 period were down by 7
from 17 recorded crimes to 10 in the last year. Non-residential criminal damage to property also
fell by 5 reports from 14 to just 9 in the last year. There was a modest spike in this type of crime
during this period while the police team were dealing with a sustained pattern of youth related
anti-social behaviour.
For vehicle owners, criminal damage to our cars can be equally unpleasant, harmful and
inconvenient as an attack or threat on our home. Reports of criminal damage to vehicles also
dropped in the last 12 months by 4, from 27 in 2017 – 2018; to 23 in 2018 – 2019.
Robbery, Possession of Weapons in a Public Space and Shoplifting
While knife crime in some major urban centres in the UK continues to make national headlines
there were just two crime reports in 2017 – 2018 of possession of an article with a Blade or
Point. This reduced to just one report in 2018 – 2019. In the last two years there have been 2
reports of possession of weapons with intent to harm persons and 2 reports of possession of
another type of weapon (not one with a blade or point).
Incidents of personal robbery also fell by 3 in the period 2018 – 2019 with just 2 being reported.
Shoplifting in the town has reduced by 40%, with 26 reported offences in the last year compared
to 43 in the previous 12 months.
All Reported Crime in Dursley has Decreased and Crime Detections Improved
For the majority of Dursley’s residents, workers and visitors the town should feel a very safe
place. There will always be exceptions where small pockets of ongoing and complex issues are
being tackled; or where physical or mental health, or other social issues are impacting on an
individual’s (or a group’s) perception or adverse experience.
We understand and are sensitive to such perceptions and adverse experiences. Consequently,
a large amount of Neighbourhood Police time is spent supporting vulnerable members of the
Dursley community and working with multi-agency partners who have a direct and single remit
to safeguard such persons – young and old.
Overall reported crime in Dursley has reduced by 18% in the last 12 months. Detected
crime has improved and seen a 12% improvement over the previous 12 months.
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Community Engagement and Multi-Agency Partnerships
The neighbourhood team work very closely with your town council. Designated councillors meet
regularly with your Police Constable, also known as the ‘Beat Manager’ and also with town
council officials.
We are very fortunate to have an extremely committed and professional team of councillors and
town council officers. The recent introduction to widen the coverage of CCTV cameras in
Dursley is just one example of how the council and police work in partnership to reduce crime,
improve its detection and make your town a safer and more enjoyable place to live and work.
The neighbourhood team have pledged to work more closely with the town council led
community speed watch group. Moving forward persistent or dangerously fast drivers recorded
on Dursley’s roads can expect a visit by a police officer.
Our PCSO’s continue to visit and develop relationships with the schools and youth work
providers in Dursley. We focus on the dangers of consuming illegal drugs, internet safety,
sexting and sextortion.
We work with families both in and outside of the school or youth work environment providing
support and solutions to those with complex personal problems. In many cases such problems
only become apparent when a crime has been committed.
Incidents of youth anti-social behaviour in the town have reduced in the last 12 months. There is
still room for improvement, but our considered view is that such progress largely rests in the
hands of parents and guardians of young people whose children are tempted to consume either
alcohol or illicit drugs.
If you feel your child is a consumer of cannabis, for example, which due to its pungent smell is
normally impossible to miss, please invite us to work with you to resolve the behaviour before it
escalates out of control.
The persistent use of cannabis and/or consumption of alcohol by teenagers in Dursley is directly
responsible for the youth related anti-social behaviour and spike in crime in the period 2017 –
2018.
Gloucestershire Constabulary has a ‘Children First’ justice policy where we avoid criminalising
under 18’s unless there is a very good case to do so, or it is strongly in the public interest to
refer them to a criminal youth court.
Finally, a significant amount of our time is also spent working and supporting Stroud District
Council officers to resolve a very large range of neighbourhood problems (and crime) from
dangerous dogs, noise issues, neighbour disputes, anti-social behaviour linked to drug
possession or dealing and abandoned vehicles. We liaise and information share with housing
officers, public space officers, environmental health officers, animal welfare officers and
neighbourhood wardens in order to resolve problems, prevent and detect crime.
We also have recently been given devolved powers by the DVLA to seize and remove from the
highway untaxed vehicles. We recently removed from a residential street a 7.5 ton flat back lorry
which was untaxed, unregistered, had no MOT or insurance. Numerous vehicles have been
removed from the streets of Dursley in the last 12 months by our policing team using these new
powers.
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Each and every day the team is working very hard and under some pressure to address police
related matters. Before you contact us with any concerns please just take a minute to check
whether we are the right authority to help you in the first instance. It helps us to spend more
time on preventing and detecting crime.
For example, dog fouling, on street parking violations, inconsiderate parking, noisy neighbours,
trader licensing and littering are just a few of the issues which are brought to our attention for
which we are not responsible.
In these cases, a Stroud District Council officer (and/or your social housing provider if
applicable) is normally the lead authority.
Issues concerning the condition of a road, the speed limit of a road or the markings of a road
are the remit of the Highways Department of Gloucestershire County Council.
Issues concerning the purchase of goods from a trader or private individual normally fall under
the Sale of Goods Act and should be referred to the Trading Standards Department of
Gloucestershire County Council. They will tell you if they think you need to report a crime to us.
For concerns regarding an individual’s mental health the Stroud and Cotswolds Crisis Team
should be contacted, unless there is an immediate risk to life and property or somebody is
injured. The number is 0800 169 0398. Further information can be found here
https://www.2gether.nhs.uk/crisis/
To keep in touch with your neighbourhood police team and receive crime related alerts and
advice via email, text or phone please join our Community Alerts communication system at
www.yourcommunityalerts.co.uk
To report a non-emergency police related matter:
Call 101 or
Report it online at www.gloucestershire.police.uk/contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident/
To report an emergency:
Call 999 if a crime is in progress, life or property is at risk or someone has been injured.
Please note that the nearest Police Station with a public reception is at Stroud. There is no
public reception facility at the former Dursley Police Station, where our team continues to be
based.
The team is proud and honoured to serve the community of Dursley.
PC 252178 Peter LAY, Neighbourhood Beat Manger – Dursley
10th May 2019
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DURSLEY TOWN TRUST
CARING FOR THE HISTORIC BUILDINGS OF DURSLEY

Chairman's Annual Report 24th April 2019
We keep our heads just above water financially with the day-to-day running of the buildings such as
cleaning, lighting, heating, water supply and minor repairs to fabric, fittings and services. However, the
past has seen major refurbishments on an approximate 7-year cycle– the last one cost £70,000 – not just
painting and roof repairs, but replacement of decayed timber and stonework in these 18th-century
structures. The Trust’s income currently is such that it is not accumulating reserves to cope with the next
event.
Our supporters have contributed to the Lift Fund. The project rationale was to ensure access to the Town
Hall for an ageing population with restricted mobility and to increase the number of users of the space.
The increased rental income with a lift would then restore the Trust’s financial viability.
We did indeed garner funds for the Lift Project, actual, pledged and provisional, to a total nearly half that
of the project cost of £140k. Unfortunately, we struggled to achieve the total before some of the early
pledges expired. The project is still live, but we are converting it to a two-stage programme that will require
less ambitious funding targets, sufficient for sub-projects such as building the Market Place vestibule and
WC as a standalone scheme. The lift installation would then be a separate second phase. Another
element of this new approach is to secure small grants for repair works such as refurbishing certain
features – Queen Anne’s effigy and the Vizard escutcheon, for example – items that would hitherto have
been included in the major refurbishment cycle. Grants for improving the energy performance of the
building (and reducing the substantial electricity bill) by loft insulation and double glazing, are further
examples. We shall look at preventive maintenance to pre-empt the big bills, but we are limited in this by
the high cost of scaffolding. We are tackling both the income and expenses sides of the equation.
We are grateful to both Dursley Town Council and The Summerfield Charitable Trust for grants of £1000
and £3000 respectively.
To ensure more people are aware of the upstairs room, the Town Hall will be open as part of the Dursley
Festival on 13th July 2019. There will also be the regular Farmers’ Market in the Market Place on that day.
Jacobs House and the Heritage Centre are participating too. The event will be repeated on 14th September
during Heritage Week when public buildings nationwide are open to the public.
We hear that some street markets such as Tewkesbury are seeing fewer customers, but Dursley Market
Place has a particular attraction and we need to capitalise on this, encouraging market traders to try us
out.
All charities and voluntary organisations are working in a challenging financial environment, with too many
demands on a shrinking public and private purse. With your help and the commitment of the small team
of Trustees, we are making headway. Our motivation is that these elegant buildings, pillars of our heritage,
need and deserve our help.
Steve Hart – Chair of Trustees
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DURSLEY UNITED CHARITY
(Charity number 248960)
Report to the Annual Town Meeting
21 May 2019
The objects of Dursley United Charity are the relief of poverty of persons resident in the
parishes of Dursley, Cam, Stinchcombe and Uley. There are 10 Trustees appointed from
the Town and Parish Councils (two from Dursley and one each from Cam, Stinchcombe
and Uley) and Cam and Dursley Churches Together nominate two Trustees. The Charity
Chair is the Rector of St James the Great, Dursley, currently the Rev’d Canon Michael
Cozens.
During the past year the Trustees allocated grants to individuals and organisations who,
at the discretion of the Trustees were in need of financial assistance. In the year to 31st
December 2018, a total of £2,350 was made for educational grants, £6,150 benefactions
made at Christmas and £5006.94 paid to individuals and organisations throughout the
year.
Geoff Wheeler
Town Council Trustee
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Dursley Welcomes Walkers
ANNUAL REPORT TO DURSLEY TOWN COUNCIL 2019
We are pleased to report that Dursley Welcomes Walkers has had another successful year. This
community group works actively to meet the aims of the Walkers are Welcome organisation and
to promote Dursley as an interesting and enjoyable place to visit and enjoy the excellent walking
that this area offers.
As a Walkers are Welcome Town the Steering Group has to apply for Dursley to be reaccredited
each January and we are pleased to report that our application was confirmed with some excellent
feedback from the National Committee.
Dursley Walking Festival 2018
Our 7th walking festival was held in October 2018. Each year our festival has grown in the number
of walks offered to locals and visitors alike as well as the number of participants taking part. The
2018 programme featured 37 walks included some of our popular walks from previous festivals
such as the Dog Walk led by Dursley Lions and sponsored by Dursley Pet Shop, a Dursley Health
Walk, Local History walks led by Andy Barton and Nordic Walking. New walks in 2018 included 2
walks from Cam and Dursley station in conjunction with Wessex Wanderer Railway Walks,
Owlpen Valley Circular Walk and Sunset Photography around Uley Bury.
Once again, our festival did not forget non-walkers and we again held our quiz at the Dursley
Community Centre, an interesting and informative talk by The Vale of Berkeley Railway and we
again closed our festival with home-made tea and cakes at the Methodist Church.
The 2018 festival also included our Family Treasure Hunt which was well supported, the winning
family won tickets kindly donated by Cattle Country.
BBC Radio Gloucestershire again supported the festival with 2 members of the steering
committee visiting their studios for a live broadcast before the festival started. Thanks to BBC
Radio Gloucestershire for their continued support.
The festival continues to attract visitors to the town and among those visiting for this festival was
20 walkers from South Wales who stopped at The Prince of Wales for the weekend, they are
planning to return again in 2019.
Cotswolds Gateway Project
Dursley Welcomes Walkers are pleased to confirm that our plans for our 16-mile circular walk are
progressing well. We are currently working with The Cotswold Conservation Board on this walk
and hope to make significant progress soon. The walk will be featured in the 2019 walking festival
with the option of doing one of the loops or even the whole 16 miles if you feel energetic enough
for that.
Dursley Walking Festival 2019
Plans are well advanced for our 2019 festival which will have even more walks included than
before and extended to 5 days.
National Walkers are Welcome Conference
The annual conference is held just after our Festival and it has not been possible for Dursley to
send delegates for the last 3 years, but this year is the 20th anniversary of the organisation so 2
delegates will attend this milestone get-together.
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New Walks leaflets
We are often asked by visitors to the Dursley area if we have walk routes and we are pleased to
say that in addition to the 16 mile walk above we have produced a Dursley Heritage Trail walk
leaflet, which is in the final stages of production as well as a Cam Historic Graveyards leaflet
which again is in the final stages of production and printing costs met by Cam Parish Council.
Once printed these will be available in Dursley Heritage Centre and many other places in Dursley
and Cam
We would be interested in hearing from anyone who is interested in working with Dursley
Welcomes Walkers, we can be contacted at the email address or telephone number below.
On behalf of Dursley Welcomes Walkers I would like to thank Dursley Town Council for their
continued support. Thanks also to Dursley Community Centre, traders in Dursley and Cam Parish
Council who have also supported us in our activities

Chris Cherry
Chairman, Dursley Welcomes Walkers.
17th April 2019
Dursley Welcomes Walkers, Jacob's House, Castle Street, Dursley, Gloucestershire GL11 4BS
Email: dursleywaw@gmail.com

Telephone 07743 307686

www.dursleywelcomeswalkers.org.uk

Dursley, Gloucestershire is a Walkers are Welcome town.
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Festive Dursley Working Group – Annual Assembly Report May 2019
Festive Dursley Work Group organises a range of events on behalf of and for the local
Community. In 2018, this included a Street Party in May, Summer Stalls in July and
Christmas Lights Switch-on in November.
Community Events
A Street party was held in the Market Place to celebrate the Royal Wedding of Prince
Harry To Meghan Markle in May. A huge crowd of residents enjoyed the Party with a big
screen, free food and face painting to celebrate, in addition to recreating the town photo
from the 1897 Diamond Jubilee. The event was funded by traders and local businesses
for all the community to enjoy, it was a great success and even made it as an item on
Points West News.
A ‘Summers Stalls’ event was held in the town centre on Saturday 14th July with the
Farmers Market, charity stalls, Morris Dancers, the Heritage Centre and Arts and Crafts
Exhibition at the Methodist Church.
Hundreds of people turned out to watch the 2018 Christmas Lights go on. This event is
growing year on year and attracts large crowds to the town. New for 2018 was the
creation of the Winter Wonderland feature in the town centre and this magical wintery
scene delighted the crowds.
Stage two of the Town Hall lighting scheme was completed with the purchase of ice
white globes which complement the icicles purchased in 2017.
Fund Raising
Traders, businesses, local charity groups, members of the Council and resident volunteers
all get involved to bring the community together for these community events.
The Committee of Festive Dursley raise money all year round to fund these activities. This
year to raise funds they had a pop-up shop at Belles kitchen, a stall at the Norman Hill car
boot sale and a quiz night at the Chantry Centre.
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Festive Dursley is a team of dedicated volunteers, whose motto is ‘Run by the Community
for the Community’. If you are interested in getting involved, please get in touch.
This year, Festive Dursley is hosting a Summer Festival on Saturday 13th July and the
Christmas Lights switch on event will be on Friday 29th November. You can keep up to
date with our fund-raising activities and community events on facebook.
www.facebook.com/FestiveDursley/
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FRIDAY LUNCH CLUB FOR THE ELDERLY
at DURSLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
Aims and objects – To provide lunch and a Social gathering each Friday for elderly or lonely
people and to arrange outings as and when funds are available.
•

Our aim is to provide a warm comfortable and enjoyable place where people can enjoy
a home cooked lunch and have the chance to get out of the four walls, meet up with old
friends and also make new ones. Many of our members have lived, served and worked in
the local community and have many stories to share. We value our special and wonderful
members.

•

Held at the Dursley Community Centre each Friday with a hot two course meal provided
by a local caterer and of course a cuppa on arrival. Our loyal group of helpers kindly offer
their services to make sure everything runs smoothly with room set up, and kitchen
preparation before members arrive.

•

The majority of members are transported to and from the Centre by
the local D.A.T.E. Mini Bus by its accredited drivers. We do two pick ups
one for people who live in the Cam area and one for those in Dursley.
We also have volunteer transport car drivers.

•

There are three outings a year one of which is a Christmas Lunch at a
local Hotel and the other two a scenic coach drive and lunch. These are much enjoyed
by the members and If funds allow these outings are free to members or heavily subsidised.

•

A committee of seven run the Club elected by the members which includes Chairman,
Secretary and Treasurer. Our Accounts are examined each year by a qualified person.
We are a voluntary organisation with volunteer helpers and have been in existence for
over 30 years.

NEW MEMBERS ARE WELCOME
Please contact PAULINE DARBY on 01454 543255 or
pauline@rdarby50.co.uk
VOLUNTARY HELPERS and car drivers are also urgently needed.
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Thank you for helping save lives in the Dursley area

What do we do?
We bring the hospital emergency department to seriously ill and injured patients whose lives are
hanging in the balance. We were called to 1,887 emergencies in 2018, our busiest year yet – and almost
a quarter were in Gloucestershire. We save hundreds of lives every year that would otherwise be lost.
Last year in the Dursley area (GL11 postcode) we were called to 14 seriously ill or injured patients whose
ages ranged from 16 to 84. These included 2 road traffic accidents, 6 other accidents, 4 cardiac arrests
and 2 other medical emergencies. To protect patient confidentiality, we are unable to drill this down to
more exact locations, or describe the specific cases, but you can read about many of the patients we
have helped in the news section of our website (gwaac.com).

How do we save lives?
When someone has been in a really serious accident or suffered a medical emergency, they need
treatment fast. For some, waiting till they get to hospital will be too late. So we bring emergency
treatment to the scene, giving the most critical patients the best chance of survival.
In the Ambulance Service call centre operators screen all 999 calls and send us to the most serious. We
will be on our way within minutes of taking the call. Our specialist paramedics and doctors have years of
advanced training in pre-hospital emergency medicine, and carry drugs and equipment normally only
found in hospital. We bring the skills, equipment and drugs of a hospital emergency department to the
patient. We give blood transfusions, restart hearts, anaesthetise patients and even perform surgery. We
save hundreds of lives every year.

Cam and Dursley Supporters Group
We are very proud to have started our first supporters’ group in Dursley, with a group of committed
local residents coming together to help raise awareness and much needed funds for Great Western Air
Ambulance Charity - Gloucestershire's air ambulance. The group are keen to put the 'fun' in fundraising
and are based in the Old Spot Inn. If you would be interested in getting involved, please contact the
group's chairman, Andy Markham, on cam-dursleysupporters@gwaac.com or ask Jo in the Spot and she
will point you in the right direction!

Milestone achievements in 2018
Last year was a landmark year for Great Western Air Ambulance Charity; here are some highlights:
•

In June we celebrated our 10th birthday, commemorating a decade of service to the region
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•

In July we launched our appeal to buy our new airbase in Almondsbury, S Gloucestershire. We
reached our target and became the proud owners of the new base just before Christmas

•

In October the operational team moved to the new base, providing vastly improved facilities in a
better location, so helping us reach emergency patients more quickly

•

We won several regional and national awards for our work: Health Care Team of the Year and
Voluntary and Community Sector Team of the Year in the Bristol and Bath Health and Care
Awards; and Doctor of the Year and Outstanding Young Person of the Year (won by one of our
former patients) in the Air Ambulance Awards of Excellence.

The difference your support makes
We are a charity and the Government does not provide any day-to-day funding. We rely on the support
of the communities we serve to carry on running our service. This year it will cost £1,750 every time we
are dispatched to a patient. We are grateful to Dursley Council, and the wider Dursley community for
their continuing support.
Thank you.

Kate Baldwin, Trusts and Grants Fundraising Coordinator
kate.baldwin@gwaac.com 0303 4444 999
Great Western Air Ambulance Charity
Reg Charity No 1121300
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Henlow Court
Henlow Court is Dursley’s community-based care home offering compassionate,
individualised residential, nursing and respite care for up to 40 residents in a warm
and comfortable environment. A day care service with a choice of cooked meals is also
available.
The home is situated in a quiet residential area within walking distance of the shops and
amenities of the town.
The home is passionate about their community connections, so that those in their care can
continue to enjoy a fulfilling and independent lifestyle doing what they love best.
The home is very much in touch with the local communities including schools and nurseries in
the surrounding areas; also participating in community events and inviting the community into
the home.
Henlow Court have gratefully received grants from Dursley Town Council for garden furniture
and for items for their memory café.
The home celebrated their 40th anniversary last year and the home was opened for the
community to attend. All attending said they loved seeing the home, the residents having such a
wonderful time and enjoyed the day immensely.

www.osjct.co.uk/
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Storytelling Event Kingshill House Arts and Meeting Centre.

Kingshill Arts and Meeting Centre received a grant of £1000 from Dursley Town Council towards a
community event aimed specifically at families in Cam, Dursley and surrounding parishes. The key
drivers behind the event were: encouraging families to spend time together as a unit; and to promote
literacy in early years, in line with government objectives and National Story Telling Week.
The event ran over a morning and an afternoon and consisted of a series of sessions which were based
upon stories and rhymes, either told or acted out to listeners in differing ways, using Puppetry,
Theatre and the traditional method of word and voice. There was also a practical element to the day
by way of Slime Workshops. These were held in our Art Studio and were ‘hands on’ sessions aimed at
4+ year olds. Parents/guardians were expected to give supervision and again this provided more
opportunity for engagement and communication between family members.
Another important factor in the planning process, was the involvement of locally based performers
and volunteers; the connection made between Kingshill Arts and Community Centre, the performers,
volunteers, education providers and members of the public has provided the basis for future
relationships and will be invaluable in ensuring the success of similar future events.
Grant monies were used primarily for funding the programme of events but was also used for the
production of promotional materials and for Slime Making Workshops materials. The grant supplied
by Dursley Town Council was imperative in allowing the day to go ahead, because it meant that we
could keep the entrance fee low enough for the whole family to attend. In some cases, we had three
generations all enjoying time together!
In summary, the event was a success and this can be measured by the attendance figures; more than 90
members of the community came to the event with no cancellations recorded. Feedback was collected
from attendees by way of forms handed out on the day and by social media was also used to collect
feedback. No negative feedback was received. Improvements were noted after the event and will be
implemented in next year’s event to ensure even greater success!
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Stepping Stones Pre-school
School Road,
Dursley,
Glos GL11 4NZ
Tel: 01453 544588

Stepping Stones Community Pre-school
Stepping Stones Pre-school is a registered Charity (number 1054233); we are led by a voluntary parent
committee and have highly qualified and dedicated staff. We welcome all children from the surrounding
area and our aim is to give all our children the best possible start in life by providing a wide range of
opportunities and experiences.
Our last Ofsted inspection highlighted that “children thrive in this caring, nurturing pre-school” and praise
was given for the “inspiring learning environment and exemplary behaviour of the children”.
As a charity and non-profit making organisation we rely on fundraising events, grants and the generosity
of local people and businesses to help us to continue to provide high quality early years care and
education.
Due to the increasing prevalence of screen time in children’s lives we applied to Dursley Town Council for
a grant to set up a book borrowing scheme at Stepping Stones to foster children’s enjoyment of books
and promote parents/carers reading together with their children in these digitally dominated times.
This scheme is immensely popular with our children and families, giving them greater and easier access
to books and we have had a 95% take up rate amongst our families.
We have been extremely lucky to receive the support of the local community and on behalf of Stepping
Stones’ staff, committee, families and children, we would like to thank Dursley Town Council and the
people of Dursley for their continued support and goodwill.
Many thanks
Stepping Stones Pre-School

Reg. Charity No. 1054233

29

Report from Stroud District Council Neighbourhood Warden
The Neighbourhood Warden team have undergone a significant series of changes in the past year. With
personnel, shifts, areas and duties all being subject to change.
This resulted in a new Neighbourhood Warden for Dursley when I took up my new position in mid-July
last year.
The team currently consists of 5 Neighbourhood Wardens and 1 Senior Warden, with one further
Neighbourhood Warden due to start in May 2019. We operate a split shift 8am-4 pm (early shift) and
11am-7 pm (late shift) with Saturday cover provided 8-4 by a single Warden working on a rota basis.
Contact details, areas of cover and duties are available online:- www.stroud.gov.uk or from the Town
Council offices.
My first 9 months in Dursley have been very much focused on finding my bearings and meeting as many
Individuals and groups as possible, with the aim of raising the awareness of our service and addressing
any issues that arise along the way. Talks to local groups have focused on promoting the service, with
specific information on Careline, home safety and scams.
Our involvement with Careline is one of a number of changes to our duties and is a service we are keen
to promote and to raise awareness. My own Careline appointments have averaged 17 per month since
the start of the 2019, helping older or vulnerable people live independently and safely in their own
homes and providing vital reassurance to friends and family.
I have made fly tipping, litter, dog fouling and fly posting my first priorities and have actively worked to
reduce this in the area, to promote a cleaner and greener environment and to reduce the likelihood of it
reoccurring and becoming a bigger issue in the long term.
I have reinstated the fortnightly drop in sessions on alternate Tuesday mornings at Dursley library and
Wotton One stop shop. These hour long sessions provide a contact point for residents who are unable
to easily get into the Stroud District Council offices at Ebley Mill, so that they may get information and
guidance on particular issues (times and dates posted up in both venues).
I have worked with our own Youth workers and Youth workers at the Vibe to Increase awareness on
issues relating to my role, with an emphasis on environmental awareness. We have combined to take
young people out into the community to look at issues at first hand and provided support for the local
Youth forums where required.
Working with departments within Stroud District Council and other outside agencies is pivotal to our
role and meeting and patrolling out and about within the area provides an opportunity to share
information and signpost where appropriate, whilst engaging with the community.
As a team we work together when the need arises and we have dealt with weather related demands on
our service, from water shortages last summer to snow at the beginning of the year. We also pool our
resources for other larger events, joint operations such as Cocooning days and where directed to
support other aspects of Council work.
I am looking forward to doing my bit towards promoting a safer, cleaner and greener District in the year
ahead.
Andy Beamish Neighbourhood Warden
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At TIC+ we believe that every child and young person in need deserves someone to talk to; regardless of
whether their family can afford it.
Children like Charlie. At just 10, Charlie and her siblings were taken from their mother’s care as her
relationship with her new partner became increasingly toxic. Social Services and the Police were
involved in the removal of the partner from the family home and the children were passed to the care of
their father. As a consequence of witnessing both physical and emotional abuse, Charlie was plagued by
post-traumatic thoughts and images, leaving her feeling threatened, scared and vulnerable. Her
childhood had become a nightmare. With the help of one of our counsellors, Charlie has shared the
thoughts that were frightening her so much and learned positive ways to cope when anxiety strikes. The
family can now start to move on with their lives.
Counselling can change a child’s today and tomorrow. In the past 12 months over 1800 young people in
Gloucestershire have had their lives turned around by having one of our qualified, experienced
counsellors seeing them through. And when a child is in distress the whole family is affected. This year
1800 families can make plans together without the constant worry that their child is anxious, selfharming or having thoughts of suicide.
TIC+ is a vibrant, local charity serving Gloucestershire. Our mission is to improve, preserve and promote
good mental health and well-being among children, young people and families. We provide face to face,
online and family counselling free of charge for those between 9 and 21 years old.
In 2017/18, 83 children and young people living in Dursley received counselling through our service,
including our school-based service. Based on current data we predict demand to increase in 2019/20
and are so very grateful for the kind donation from Dursley Town Council. This will cover the cost of one
counselling session for every young person from Dursley who refers into our service, thus releasing
sufficient funds to allow us to see an additional 11 young people in the next 12 months.
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The Door 2018-2019 Report
The Door has enjoyed another successful year, and we were delighted that this was affirmed through
being re-awarded the youthwork contract for Dursley and Cam for the next 3 years. We continue to be
proud of our association with the great communities of Dursley and Cam and to have had the
opportunity to initiate and be involved in numerous activities to support the youth and the general
community.
Our formal weekly open-access youthwork sessions both at The Vibe in Dursley and Cam Youth &
Community Centre have seen many new young people in the past 12 months. Our focus has been very
much with the next generation of young people, creating specific sessions to cater for our younger
attendees. Through 2018 our sessions have been structured to segregate junior and senior sessions.
This has enabled each age group to feel ‘at home’ and with their peers. Our sessions are open to all
young people aged 11-17 at The Vibe and Cam Youth & Community Centre. While the nature and focus
of our work is always on the energy and needs of young people, we have also been working hard to
highlight issues via our monthly themes, where we major on key topics such as drugs and alcohol,
environmental awareness, positive behaviours, healthy relationships, addiction, anti-radicalisation and
social media awareness.
During term time The Door continued to host weekly youthwork sessions - 4 afternoon/evening sessions
per week at The Vibe and 2 afternoon sessions at Cam. Again, as a result of additional funds raised and
the support from the Police and Crime Commissioner, we were also able to provide additional activities
during school holidays.
Our summer programme was busy, with sessions and activity making the most of the 6 week summer
holidays and ensuring that all young people had somewhere safe and productive to go. We organised a
number of creative activities and trips this year including The Breakfast Club, Summer Café, Summer
Sports Day, Picnic in the Park and trips to Weston and Thorpe Park. All our trips were very well attended
- not only did the young people represent their youth centres well but they also reported that they had
really enjoyed their days out and, in some cases, had learned things too.
In other aspects of our service, The Door was able to continue to provide intensive help to the most
vulnerable young people and parents via our well-established mentoring and family support service.
Meanwhile our commitment to supporting the wider community continued with involvement at
numerous events and activities including a new initiative ‘The Door @ Dursley Library’ - encouraging
young people to come and discuss their issues in an informal setting - Dursley Fireworks and Festive
Dursley. We are also continuing to work closely with Rednock School, the local neighbourhood policing
team/ PC Lay and SDC youth workers. We were proud to support Rednock students who were
struggling with revision and offered specifically-tailored sessions during school time. Also, we continued
to work hard at keeping ASB in the town to a minimum, through the provision of our youthwork
presence out on the streets.
Another great year behind us and an exciting one lies ahead, as we look forward to the continuation of
our fruitful partnership with Dursley Town and Cam Parish Councils and to forging even more
relationships with young people and the wider community in Dursley.
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Tyndale Arts Week
Annual Report 2018
Founded in 2017, Tyndale Arts Week is a non-profit making organisation which showcases the best
work from local artists and makers in the Dursley area and provides them with an opportunity to
display and sell their works at exhibitions as part of an annual arts trail. Participants include painters,
photographers, sculptors,and those who work in textiles, ceramics, glass and mosaic.

The exhibitions are organised by a group of local artists with the purpose of establishing
Dursley as a centre for exhibiting art rather than simply being a satellite to Thornbury or
Stroud. Opened by Dursley's Mayor, Neil Grecian, the 2017 exhibition was a great success
and exceeded all our expectations with 35 artists and makers exhibiting in six venues
around the town: Kingshill House, St James' Church, Dursley Tabernacle, the Methodist
Church, Studio Maru Art Gallery and the Courtyard Cafe.

Exhibitions 2018
In 2018 we were able to build on our success in several ways to make the event even
more successful.
We were fortunate to receive grants from several sources, including Dursley Town
Council, which enabled us to buy our own display boards and hanging system to replace
the borrowed ones we had used previously. To keep costs down, and with help from several
participating artists, we painted the boards ourselves and with two coats on both sides of
the seventy 6'x4' boards that was quite a feat! Nothing went to waste and the offcuts
from the boards were used to make plinths and tables to display 3D items. The easy to use
hanging system went down well with exhibitors and the boards provided a unified effect
across the various venues, as well as ensuring that all exhibitors had equal hanging space.
The boards will be reused for several years and are now stored at the venues where they
are available for use throughout the year by the organisations based at those venues.

Schools Project
We also began forging links with local schools to help foster
and encourage an interest in art. Seven schools, including
Rednock and six primary schools, took part in a project
to research well-known artists and decorate 14 wooden
sheep each in the style of a different artist. The very
impresive results were then displayed to great acclaim at the
various venues during the exhibition.

Featured Artist
Another new feature for 2018 was to promote our first talk
by a prominent local artist. Sophie Ploeg, winner of the
2014 BP Travel Award, part of their Portrait Award, came to
Kingshill House to explain and show how art history
influences her work, how she got so involved in painting
lace, and what her painting process looks like. Her talk was
extremely interesting and informative and was very well
received by the 70+ people who came to listen. Sophie also
kindly allowed us to include several of her wonderful
paintings in the exhibition at Kingshill House.

Building on Success
Our second exhibition at the beginning of October 2018
was even better than the first. We were able to add another
venue, the Tashi Centre at Broadwell, and this time exhibited
work by a total of 47 artists and makers. In spite of
miserable weather, the event was very well-attended with an
average footfall per venue of 500 over the two days and
feedback from both artists and visitors was very positive.

This Year's Event
We have just started preparations for this year's event and
have already received many applications to take part. This
year’s guest artist speaker will be Mark Frith who is a local
artist who has just finished a residency at Kew gardens.
Plans are in hand for another schools project which we hope
will involve even more schools this year. We would like to
involve some of Rednock's music students to give them the
opportunity to play at several of the venues and also to give
their A-level art students an opportunity to exhibit examples
of their work.

Thankyou
We feel that the grants received have allowed us to establish a professional and exciting new annual event in Dursley. We
have been congratulated by artists and visitors alike on the quality of the art and the event in general. We aim to maintain the
excellent standard of art by carefully selecting the artists who take part, and by maintaining our unique selling point of using
shared venues around Dursley which enable visitors to walk between them. We would like to thank both the Dursley Town
Council for their grant and also to the venues in Dursley who have supported the event.

www.tyndaleartsweek.co.uk
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Down to Earth Stroud
PO Box 427
Stonehouse
Glos
GL6 1JG
01453 700011
www.downtoearthstroud.co.uk
info@downtoearthstroud.co.uk

Vale Community Hospital Gardening on Prescription Allotments Project
Annual Assembly Report April 2019
The Gardening on Prescription or Social Prescribing Allotment Scheme is based on unused land at the Vale
Hospital. This innovative project has been supported by Dursley Town Council for the last three years by paying
support costs for:
• Training & mentoring as well as introductory sessions for plot holders who haven’t grown their own
produce before.
• The professional support and mentoring of volunteers and allotment holders particularly those on
gardening on prescription.
• Special training projects to encourage interest, knowledge and awareness of different aspects of food. We
held a food preparation workshop in January and we have a compost making workshop planned for early
April.
During January and February this year, we built an additional 10 raised
beds which are now filled and ready to go – they were built by the
volunteers themselves which is a great development of skills. This
makes a total of 51 raised beds are available for local residents and
those accessing the scheme through gardening on prescription.
At this point we have 7 people on a prescription, but I feel it’s
important to note that we have 2 tenants who are eligible for
prescription for the scheme but choose to pay the annual tenancy fee.
In addition, 4 previous prescription tenants have kept their plots going
which shows ongoing participation. We also have 2 previous tenants that have moved on to full size allotments
with Dursley Town and Cam Parish Councils.
We currently have 8 vacant plots but envisage more referrals in the next month or so.

Earlier on in the year, we ran an interactive art project which
involved creating art work for both inside and outside the hospital
and was funded by The Summerfield Trust.
The Sculpture Celebration event in November was well attended.

Down to Earth Gloucestershire CIC. Company Number 8836484
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Last year we undertook an evaluation which I’ve enclosed with this report for your reflection. As an outcome of
this and the change of the hospital becoming a specialist stroke unit, we are looking to develop and fund a
Horticulture Therapy programme.

This scheme has proved to be very interesting to the press and media. In the last couple of months we have been
interviewed for Radio Gloucestershire and Stroud News and Journal and we have been in the Daily Mail and were
interviewed for an article in The Guardian.

One of the real benefits to having the allotment scheme is that
tenants are engaging across a range of activities and a lovely
supportive community has become established. Everyone helps
everyone else – we have a number of allotmenters now part of the
gardening club, we have a watering system so that if someone is away
or ill we can water their plot, one of our tenants is volunteering at a
local primary school to run a veg growing scheme for the children,
tenants will help another tenant get their plot tidy or ready, which
includes adding additional compost/topsoil as needed. During our
gardening club morning, quite a few tenants come along just in time
for tea and biscuits.
Hope is a therapeutic pet who loves being part of our group of volunteers
and enjoys the crumbs!
We know that quite a few members of staff and patients use the site to
relax in. It’s such a peaceful but lovely place to be. Any surplus fruit or veg
is offered to hospital staff which they seem to enjoy.
Dursley in Bloom awarded one of our tenants for the best kept allotment
last year and we envisage that this will continue. The Lions of Dursley have also been very supportive.

The scheme is promoted via the Health Professionals but also via Down to
Earths social media platforms. This photo is of a Community event at Kingshill
House in March – our volunteers were at the stall to answer questions and to
give out flyers.

Down to Earth Gloucestershire CIC. Company Number 8836484
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Vale Vision Development Trust Ltd
Working for the future of Cam, Dursley and surrounding Parishes

Report to the Dursley Town Meeting 2019
Throughout the year work at Vale Vision has continued on our projects and an update on them is
as given below.
The popular and free information booklet “What’s On in Dursley and Cam and District” continues
to be published 4 times a year by directors and volunteers of Vale Vision. This excellent
publication provides a large amount of information on Places to visit, local events, Youth activities,
Sport and Leisure, Bed and Breakfast and Eating and Drinking and much more about the local
area. The publication is distributed widely throughout the local area. We would be pleased to hear
from anyone who would be willing to help us in the continued production of the booklet or would
like more information about the publication. For more information please email us at
whatson@valevision.org.uk.
The Walking for Health team continue to provide a good range of free health walks ranging from
the 3/4 to 1 hour walks every Thursday, through to the 11/2 hour walks on Wednesdays from Cam,
Dursley, Uley, Cam Peak and North Nibley, and also the twice monthly 2-hour walks from Dursley.
The 2019 calendar of walks leaflet has been made available around the town or on our website.
Why not join us on a health walk we're a friendly bunch and we'd love you to join us. Contact us
at walks@valevision.org.uk for more information. We would also love to hear from you if you
would be interested in joining our team of walk leaders to help us deliver this programme of walks.
The Dursley Sculpture and Play Trail is now in its 11th year. Whilst some of the first sculptures
have reached the end of their life and have either been removed from the trail or need to be
removed shortly this does give us the opportunity to place new exhibits on the trail and we are in
contact with organisations about creating new sculptures. If you know of a group or organisation
that could make a new sculpture, then please let us know. We would also like to hear from anyone
who could assist us with the installation of the new sculptures and general maintenance of the
trail. The email contact for this is sculpture@valevision.org.uk
The Cam, Dursley & Uley Greenway (including Safe Routes to Schools) project team have
continued working on their plans for the cycle & pedestrian greenway linking Uley, Dursley and
Cam. The team, led by Phil Littleford and made up of representatives of Vale Vision, Dursley
Town Council, Cam Parish Council, Stroud District Council and local cyclists. For more
information the project team can be contacted through the “Contact Us” page on their website
(cdugreenway.org.uk), by searching for “Cam, Dursley & Uley Greenway” on Facebook or
“@CduGreenway “on Twitter.
I would like to thank the Directors of Vale Vision, the volunteers that have helped us and of course
Dursley Town Council and Cam Parish Council.
If you would like more information about Vale Vision and its current activities please contact us
on 07749364526 email us at admin@valevision.org.uk or pick up the latest edition of What’s On
available throughout the area, also available on our website, www.valevision.org.uk.
If you think you have time and commitment for Vale Vision, why not join the Directors and
volunteers on a regular basis?
Chris Cherry
Chairman
Vale Vision Development Trust Ltd
26th April 2019
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