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Wendy Thomas, County Councillor, Dursley Division
Report to Dursley Town Council Annual Assembly 26 April 2022
In my first year as a county councillor, I have worked to support residents on issues of importance
to them. These are often highways related, but public transport is an area of huge concern. A brief
summary is below.
Highways
In addition to potholes and general road maintenance, I have tried to progress improvements to
the Whiteway Hill escape lane, which has been on Highways’ list of projects for nearly a year.
Numerous dates have been promised for the work to commence; the latest delay is due to GCC’s
inability to source the aggregate required for this work.
Although not in Dursley, the Frocester Hill Junction with the B4066 is heavily used by local
residents and there continue to be accidents in this hot spot (12 in the last 5 years, three in last
December/January alone). Highways has agreed that this junction needs a review and a design
improvement plan; I am urging that this is progressed asap.
Thanks to a Uley resident who raised the issue, the footway on the road between Dursley and
Uley has been cleared of overhanging vegetation and widened/exposed. This will make it safer for
walkers, who previously had to step into the road in some areas. This clearance work has
revealed the poor condition of the pavement; I will use some of my Highways Local spend this
year to contribute to the repair work for this.
Transport
The August 2021 revised timetables for Stagecoach West’s services were devastating for Dursley,
with the withdrawal of the bus service to/from Cam and Dursley station. The new timetables also
coincided with several months of travel chaos in Dursley and Stroud district more widely. The
impacts on local residents were severe, with students unable to get to school, workers unable to
get to jobs and many residents struggling to get to medical appointments or leisure activities. The
reasons for the chaos included driver shortages, Covid-impacts and pay issues. Compounding the
poor service was a lack of communication about the proposed changes overall and on a daily
basis—residents without access to Twitter or the Stagecoach app were often left stranded at bus
shelters. I and other county councillors convened a meeting for town and parish councillors and
GCC’s Integrated Transport Unit in October. Whilst the services are overall more stable, there are
still issues with reliability and driver shortages and the situation is far from acceptable. I continue
to press the ITU to be more responsive and I urge residents who experience issues to let me know
so I can feed this back to GCC.
GCC launched two consultations on a Bus Service Improvement Plan, which promised vast
improvements in local bus provision. Sadly central government has drastically cut the funding for
bus service improvements (from over 3 billion to 1.2 billion) and Gloucestershire is one of many
local authorities who will not receive any additional funding at all. I am pressing GCC to produce a
plan on how we find additional support for public transport.
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Cllr Doina Cornell Annual Report for Dursley April 2022
I would first like to say thank you to the people of Dursley for re-electing me to serve as their
representative on the district council in May last year, it is a privilege to serve such a wonderful
community.
When I wrote my report last year this was against the backdrop of the pandemic. While cases remain high,
the council's work is not so focussed on this now. However, the increasing cost of living, and the arrival of
Ukrainian refugees, has added to the work of the council. It feels as if we still face much uncertainty in the
days ahead.
In the last 12 months, we have had all out elections for the district, the council remains in No Overall
Control, and the 'Cooperative Alliance' of Labour, Greens and Liberal Democrats continues to form the
administration. A five year council plan was agreed for 2021-2026 with key priorities of environment,
economy and community wellbeing. The council is now focussed on delivery of those key objectives. For
Dursley this includes: funding a new tourism officer post whose work plan will be overseen by a steering
committee made of all the market towns to help promote the visitor economy; funding a new trail app for
the towns to create interesting audio-visual trails around the town; providing free support to local
businesses wanting to improve their digital offer. On wellbeing we completed a Leisure and Wellbeing
review and strategy, and are exploring the possibility of further investment into improving facilities at the
Pulse, as well as supporting the local youth forum and community organisations like GL11. On housing, the
refurbishment of Vizard Close is now complete, work will begin soon on the new homes at Cambridge
House, and finally plans are progressing for the May Lane property - initial meetings have been held with
the town council and further public consultation will take place once there are plans in place to consult on.
On the cost of living, SDC has now produced a leaflet in partnership with the Trussell Trust with more
information on where to go for money advice and support. Printed copies are being distributed and it also
available online at https://www.worryingaboutmoney.co.uk/stroud-and-cotswold
Free advice is available at community hubs like GL11. Community Wellbeing Grants have been given to 21
frontline local organisations, to the foodbank, Citizens Advice and the Credit Union, and there is £18k for
Small Grants (for applications less than £1000) which will be decided quarterly throughout the year. There
are also grants available for individuals. The £150 council Tax rebates as announced by the government are
being administered by SDC and will start soon for those on direct debit, and letters going out to about
14,000 households who don't pay by direct debit. If you are on council tax support then there is a
discretionary scheme so you also receive the payment.
The system for coordinating the welcome and checks for Ukrainians is developing well, the Gloucestershire
Strategic Housing Partnership works on behalf of the seven local authorities, the Clinical Commissioning
Group and the Police and Crime Commissioner and is also working with GARAS (Gloucestershire Action for
Refugees and Asylum Seekers). Some Ukrainians are settling in the district and Dursley too. If you are
interested in supporting as a community there is the HUSH facebook group for the south of the district.
SDC completes home checks for hosts, and organises the payments, and GCC deals with DBS checks, access
to education and other services.
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Report from Councillor Trevor Hall
The last 12 months have been very difficult for us all. Covid is still very much with us despite
restrictions being removed and a cost of living crisis, which will put many of our residents in
Dursley and surrounding areas close to the poverty line.
Over the last year I have sat as vice chair of the DCC planning committee and am pleased to
report that development will soon commence at Cambridge House, for a mix of eco-friendly social
housing, plus the May Lane site, hopefully, will soon be ready to go to planning for a similar
scheme.
I continue to represent the views of the residents of Dursley at Stroud District Council and take up
issues on behalf of tenants and residents in general.
Trevor Hall
Ward Councillor for Dursley

Report from Councillor Loraine Patrick
•

•
•

The District Council restated its commitment to the Armed Forces Covenant by formally
resigning it on 16h March 2022, in recognition of the 10th Anniversary of its original
adoption.
The Armed Forces Covenant, Member Champion is Cllr Steve Robinson.
The Officer Champion is Keith Gerrard.

•

Stroud District Council is revisiting the information it provides on its website in relation to
support for military veterans and their families to ensure it is accurate, up to date and
relevant. We have temporarily paused the associated web pages while this review is
underway. We anticipate this being completed within the next six to eight weeks. To do this
the District Council is working with military veterans who live in the district and who have
lived experience of accessing services and dealing with SDC and other public and voluntary
sector services in the area.

•

Alongside this it will be asking military veterans to contribute to staff training and awareness
raising, so that throughout the organisation there is a good understanding of the issues and
pressures experienced by veterans and their families. The council believes it is important
that this is used to inform how to improve access, communication and service delivery.

•

SDC wants to become an exemplar in building strong respectful relationships with veterans
and their families living in the district.

•

There are many Veterans in Dursley and surrounding areas, and I would encourage them
to make contact. As a Veteran myself I understand the particular frustrations and hope at
least locally, to improve the way Veterans issues are dealt with. In order to succeed we
need engagement from Veterans, your contribution is valuable, and no idea is too small or
insignificant, be assured you will be listened to.

Loraine Patrick
April 2022
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CAM, DURSLEY & ULEY JOINT WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
ANNUAL REPORT 2021-22
Overview of the committee
• The Committee is external to Cam Parish Council, Dursley Town Council and Uley Parish Council
• It was set up in 1994 in a contract with Stroud District Council (the owners)
The Function of the Committee
• The governance agreement with SDC delegated powers to the Cam, Dursley and Uley Joint
Woodlands Committee to manage woodlands and grasslands:
• 40 Hectares of woodland in Dursley and Cam
• 31 Hectares grassland Cam Long Down and Cam Peak
• 5 Hectares grassland and woodland at Uley Bury
The Management requirement is to:
• Maintain paths, gates, fences, cattle grids, trees, ponds and parking areas
• Provide and operate the conservation plan
Objectives of Management Plan:
• To maintain lands under management according to best practice for the recreation and exercise of
local residents and visitors
• High level Stewardship of environmentally sensitive areas
Membership of the Committee:
• Two councillors from each of the three Parish
Supporting officers:
• Clerk/Finance officer – honoraria payment
• Part time paid Land Manager – contracted
• Footpath Warden – honoraria payment
• Officer from SDC
Funding Sources:
• Stroud District Council Grant
• RPA Grant (Rural Payments Agency)
• Cam Parish Council
• Dursley Town Council
• Uley Parish Council
• Donations in kind from Cotswold Wardens
• Others where available
Meetings
• Quarterly meetings are held usually on a Monday evening at 7 pm
• Extra meetings may be necessary occasionally
ANNUAL REPORT CDUJWMC by Christina Carter, Chair 04.04.22
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CAM, DURSLEY & ULEY JOINT WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
General Report
Regular jobs have been carried out throughout the year dealing with broken fences and gates, fallen trees,
blocked footpaths, scrub cutting, bracken cutting and general conservation and maintenance tasks.
Regular reports, by our Footpath Warden, on the state of footpaths across the land within our
responsibility are invaluable. They mean that issues such as fallen trees can be assessed quickly, by our
land manager, and dealt with appropriately.
Part of the CDUJW management committee’s job is to protect the natural landscape. Cam and Dursley
Woods, a rare, ancient woodland, Cam Peak and Uley Bury are all Environmentally Sensitive areas which
offer a rich diversity of habitats that provide refuges and corridors for wildlife. They require specialist
knowledge to maintain and conserve them. Advice is taken from our Land Manager, the Forestry
Commission and other bodies.
Some of the issues that have challenged us in previous years continue. This would include Ash dieback for
example, and anti-social behaviour, like littering and damage to trees and forest floor – although this has
reduced slightly, recently, after reaching a perceived peak during the pandemic.
Expenditure has been well within income throughout the year although spend to address fallen trees and
ash dieback is likely to rise as spring goes into summer.

Specific events
Cam Peak: Loss of grass and erosion April 21
The top of Cam Peak became devoid of all
grass during the period of the pandemic due
to more visitors than normal. The
committee arranged to fill an area of
erosion, which meant finding a local source
of the same soil makeup.
At the same time we took the opportunity
to strengthen the 120 year old flag staff.
This has been standing since a rifle range
was established there in 1898.

ANNUAL REPORT CDUJWMC by Christina Carter, Chair 04.04.22
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CAM, DURSLEY & ULEY JOINT WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
The committee then started to look into a way of regenerating the grass.
Some top local botanists volunteered their time and
advice on this, at no charge, and spent an afternoon at
the Peak auditing the plants growing around the top of
the hill and affirmed its status as a priority environment.
They found that previously discovered rare plants growing
in the grassland continue to thrive there. This meant that
regeneration of the grass would need to take place
naturally.

Ragwort on Uley Bury July 21

Councillors and other volunteers gave their time, many hours in some
cases, clearing ragwort from Uley Bury.

Bridle gates replaced August 21
Three bridle gates at Cam Peak were replaced. The committee’s Footpath Warden acted as liaison with
different groups, to achieve this, including the Cotswold Wardens who installed the gates. Mid Cotswolds
Tracks and Trails Group awarded a £200 grant towards the gates.

ANNUAL REPORT CDUJWMC by Christina Carter, Chair 04.04.22
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CAM, DURSLEY & ULEY JOINT WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
I
Information Board at Cam Peak Aug-Oct 21
The Information Board was retrieved after going
missing and was back in place in October thanks to the help of
the Cotswold wardens who built a new frame.

Horse Box home, Cam Peak Sept 21- current
The horse box camper reported by several residents remains at Cam
Peak parking area. The Neighbourhood Warden met the camper to
offer help to move from the site.
SDC have started legal proceedings for removal.

Cockshoot Wood, Dursley, Improvements
Our Footpath Warden has worked closely with the Cotswold Wardens, GCC Rights of Way officer and other
relevant persons to organise improvements at different sites:

The much used stile and steep steps on the lower path
has been fixed and made safe.
The Jackdaw
Quarry fence,
which our
committee is
not responsible for
but, in order to make that
area of the woods safe has
coordinated, through our Footpath
Warden, to mend it.

ANNUAL REPORT CDUJWMC by Christina Carter, Chair 04.04.22
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CAM, DURSLEY & ULEY JOINT WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
On the list to be dealt with soon is the bench on the Cotswold Way off
of The Broadway. This was originally delayed because of the pandemic.

Regenerating the grass on Cam Peak Aug-Nov 21
Temporary
fencing was put
up in August to
regenerate grass
to the top of Cam
Peak. By
November it had
already
regenerated
quite well thanks
to a mild autumn
that extended the growing season. March 22 shows the grass to be growing well.
Three laminated signs were put up on the posts to explain the project but blew down in high winds.

Bracken cutting on Cam Peak Nov 21
The committee is working with a Land Manager, at
Cam Peak and Long Down, to maintain and develop
a grassland that is richly biodiverse. If bracken is
simply left, it takes over to the exclusion of all else.
Bracken also has its uses though. A light cover of
bracken is necessary here to allow bluebells to
thrive because the bracken does the shading that
trees do in a woodland situation. More shading
means vigorous grasses and bramble are kept in
check, allowing other species to survive. Bracken is
also useful for fritillary butterfly habitat, the trash
forming a sheltered habitat.

ANNUAL REPORT CDUJWMC by Christina Carter, Chair 04.04.22
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CAM, DURSLEY & ULEY JOINT WOODLANDS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE
Areas prudently cleared of bracken allow visitors to witness the spectacle of spring bluebells without the
other benefits of bracken being lost. The aim is, then, to control or manage bracken – largely through
cutting, although the cows grazed here can also play their part, by making paths through the bracken, for
example.

Byelaws notice erected In Cam Peak parking area Nov 21
A new byelaws notice was erected at Cam Peak by SDC
to replace one that had fallen into disrepair.
The committee is also working with SDC to erect visitor
friendly guidance signs for Cam and Dursley Woods.

Biodiversity Networking Feb 22
Some of the members of the committee had a zoom meeting with Dr Kathy Meakin, freelance ecologist.
She is looking to develop a ‘biodiversity network’ and wants to explore working with organisations such as
ours to identify potential beneficial projects and sources for funding them.
ANNUAL REPORT CDUJWMC by Christina Carter, Chair 04.04.22
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34/36 Long Street
Dursley
Gloucestershire
GL11 4JB

The Chantry Centre

for all our community

The range of local community groups using the Chantry Centre is ever-widening and includes Explorer
Scouts, DODS, Dursley Male Voice Choir, Stroud Foodbank and P3, Tyndale Archers, Dursley in
Bloom, The Pulse (for holiday camps), U3A (for Table Tennis, Skittles and Kurling), various dance
groups, Dursley Diamonds cheerleaders as well as a number of local skittles teams.
Over the last year the Chantry Centre has been able to financially weather the COVID-19 storm – thanks
in part to the furlough scheme, COVID-19 grants from Stroud District Council and the generous support
of Dursley Town Council as well as private donations, including under the “Friends” scheme set up during
the peak of COVID-19 lockdowns.
Over much of the first half of 2021 the Chantry Centre was, with the exception of the Stroud Foodbank,
unable to fulfil its wider charitable objects. During the quiet periods, various items of essential
maintenance were undertaken. Recently new WiFi has been installed and the first stage of the website
redevelopment has been completed.
One of the key developments during the year was the setting up of the Garden Café operating on
Wednesday and Saturday mornings. It has been a great addition to the Chantry Centre, has a thriving
number of volunteers and has started to attract other users to the Chantry Centre and generate additional
funds.
The Chantry Centre has welcomed DODS and DMVC back for performances, have had a “full house”
for the annual Synwell Boxing Club event and look forward to other major events including the Cam
Everside awards evening and Flower and Produce Show.
Private booking enquiries have risen steadily in the last 6 months – both for children’s parties (generally
with soft play and/or bouncy castle) and postponed “significant” birthdays/family gatherings. There has
been a clear shift in the nature of bookings and it appears likely that Trading Company revenue from
alcohol sales will continue to decline.
In summer 2021 the Trustees identified that the previous business plan needed to be updated to reflect
changing post COVID-19 requirements. As part of the development of the Business Plan the trustees
have a new vision and mission statement for the Chantry Centre and have welcomed two new trustees.
The updating of the Business Plan has proved to be very timely as Stroud District Council have finally
confirmed that £200k of Littlecombe S106 funds are now available. The Plan will be critical to helping to
securing additional finance for the refurbishment of the Chantry Centre – where our preliminary estimate
is that we will need at least £500k of funding although prices are currently rising steeply. Fundraising is
about to commence in earnest.
The Chantry Centre has appointed an architect and project manager for the project and will be bringing
forward a planning application for the reconfiguration of the front of the building in the near future. More
generally the focus of the refurbishment will be on:
•

Reducing operating costs – especially energy costs;

•

Improving accessibility to the rear;

•

Improving the “kerbside” appeal of the Chantry Centre;

•

Design which encourages as wide a range of concurrent uses as possible.

These are indeed exciting times for the Chantry Centre and there is much to do.
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Report on behalf of Churches Together in Cam, Dursley and District (CTCDD) to Dursley
Annual meeting.
This being the first such report it is worthwhile explaining that CTCDD is an association of 16 member
churches (one Community Church, two each of United Reformed Church (URC), Methodist Church and
Roman Catholic Church, and nine Church of England Churches, and is affiliated to Churches Together in
Britain and Ireland. We meet together in order that we might more fully conform to Christ’s wish that ‘they
might all be one’, and to fulfil his commands to love God, and our neighbours as ourselves. Details of
individual churches, their ministers and services may be found on the CTCDD website
https://www.cddchurchestogether.co.uk/ .
Just as with all other aspects of life, the Covid pandemic has prevented the holding of our usual programme
of services, in particular the Good Friday Walk of Witness. It was good that in 2021 two families in ‘a bubble ’
were able to carry the Cross to the top of Cam Peak and secure it there as witness over the Easter
Celebration; their efforts were captured by a local photographer and the resulting picture was featured in
the national press. It is anticipated that the Walk of Witness will be resumed in 2022, with starting points in
Dursley and Cam, and culminating with the placing of the Cross on Cam Peak. It has been good to resume
our United Lenten Services this year; we were very grateful for the technology of Zoom to hold these, and
other services and meetings online in 2021.
Easter and Christmas are, of course the great feasts of the Christian calendar. In recent years Churches
Together have marked Christmas by holding a Christmas lunch for those who might not have family to
celebrate with, but of course Covid prevented this happening in 2020; instead, cooked meals were prepared
and delivered along with ‘goody-bags ’with Christmas cake and other items. In 2021, the plan for a Face-toFace lunch had to be abandoned at the eleventh hour due to a spike in Covid cases, and we are very grateful
to Martin Gregg and his committee for switching Friends at Christmas to a ‘meals-on-wheels ’service, and to
Matt Greenow, Hazel Tomkins and their helpers in the kitchen for providing a splendid Christmas lunch for
delivery by an army of volunteer drivers.
CTCDD work closely with Christian Aid with the main publicity and collection occurring in the second week
of May. During Covid, imaginative ways of raising money have had to be found to replace the usual street
collections, with clergy members undertaking sponsored walks, and other activities, including the ‘Water
Walk ’from Halmore Mill back into Dursley.
As well as raising money for Christian Aid, CTCDD sends money to charities nominated by the Convenor
(chairperson) of the year. Last year, money was sent to A Rocha, a charity working towards a cleaner
environment; this year’s charity is Illuminate, an organisation trying to support the well-being of young
people in the area through a local after schools youth club and by liaising with Rednock School.
Members of Churches Together congregations are actively involved with Foodbank, GL11 Community Hub,
and the Child Contact Centre, as well as acting as street-volunteers in the early days of Covid. St George’s
and 3Cs Church hosted Easter Holiday Clubs precovid; a Wonder Wander Nativity Trail, which involved the
creation of Nativity figures as designed by our school children, was set up in December 2020 to provide an
outside activity which could be safely enjoyed, while providing the opportunity for much-missed socialising
and working closely with Abi Nicol ; Pop-up cafes have been established during the summer holidays to
combat isolation and loneliness.
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Report on behalf of Churches Together in Cam, Dursley and District (CTCDD) to Dursley
Annual meeting.
These challenges and opportunities will no doubt continue, and there will be others – the most obvious one
will be helping refugees coming to the area to integrate and socialise, both within the community and with
other refugees in the area.
Thank you for the opportunity to tell you about Churches Together. If you feel drawn to join any of the
churches, or to help in any of the projects described, please do get in touch with us – check out the CTCDD
website as mentioned above.

Citizens Advice Report for Dursley Town Council
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, Citizens Advice Stroud and Cotswold Districts Limited has
continued to help residents in Dursley and the surrounding areas to resolve the problems they
face by providing free, confidential, impartial advice and information.
Statistics
During 2021-22, we advised 536 clients from Dursley and the surrounding areas on 2,136 issues.
The top issues we advised clients on were as follows:
1. Benefits (Universal Credit and other benefits). 250 clients were given advice on benefits
issues. The top benefit query was about Personal Independence Payment (a non-means
tested disability benefit for working age people).
2. Debt. 104 residents were advised on debt issues. We saw an increase in the number of
clients contacting us about fuel debts. The current energy crisis means that we are
expecting the number of clients with energy arrears to continue rising. Credit and store card
debt and council tax arrears were also top debt issues.
3. Housing. 88 households contacted us about housing issues. A significant number of
queries were about repairs, maintenance and the suitability of accommodation in both local
authority accommodation and the private rented sector.
In 2020-21, our top three issues had been benefits, employment and relationships. We saw a
huge increase in clients seeking employment advice during that year with clients needing advice
on the furlough scheme, the Self Employment Income Support Scheme and advice as to whether
their work environment was safe enough.
Outcomes
As a result of our advice, clients from Dursley and the surrounding areas were £124,052 better off
as a result of debts being written off, income gain eg through successful benefit claims,
reimbursements, charitable awards and the rescheduling of debt repayments. We were successful
in an application to administer the Gloucestershire Community Foundation Surviving Winter fund
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which enabled us to help clients who were fuel poor and were struggling to heat their homes to an
acceptable standard.
We also know that when we advise a client, that in addition to any financial gain, their health and
wellbeing improves. A high percentage of our clients report feeling less stressed, depressed or
anxious following advice.
Accessing advice
During 2021, advice was given remotely on the telephone (on our freephone number) and by
email. At the start of the year, the calls were being answered by a team of trained receptionists
and clients were then called back by a highly trained and experienced volunteer. However, as the
year progressed, we were able to utilise our technology and take “live” calls from many clients,
with a ring back queue for clients who called when all the lines were busy. Clients needing
specialist advice in areas including debt, benefits, employment and the EU settlement scheme
have had appointments with caseworkers, either paid or volunteer.
We were very much hoping to see clients face to face in the autumn, but the complexity of the risk
assessments and then the Omicron variant largely delayed this until 2022.
At the start of 2022, we decided to prioritise the re-opening of the Dursley outreach in the library.
Pre-pandemic, our outreach in Dursley was always in high demand. We have built up considerable
trust in the community and were aware of vulnerable clients who would not have been able to
easily access remote advice – this could be due to disability, lack of telephone/digital capacity or
language barriers for example. We also know that complex problems often involve a lot of
paperwork, which can make it difficult to advise over the telephone or via email.
We were also aware that many clients in Dursley face considerable difficulties using public
transport to attend offices in Stroud town centre. In addition, clients in the surrounding areas are
often able to travel to Dursley much easier than Stroud.
The Dursley office is now open one day per week (on Mondays) by appointment. We are now also
able to offer specialist advice from the office which will avoid clients travelling to Stroud for
specialist benefits or relationships advice, for instance.
We also now have a dedicated foodbank adviser for the Stroud District Foodbank and she will also
be seeing clients at the Dursley outreach if that is best for them.
We are now looking to expand the number of days we are open but this relies on staff volunteer
availability.
We are very committed to our work with residents of Dursley and the surrounding areas and look
forward to developing and growing the service over the coming year.
Elizabeth Hall
CEO of Citizens Advice Stroud and Cotswold Districts
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Annual report from the Cotswold Vale Talking Newspaper
We received a grant from Dursley Town Council to provide technicians working at home
with better software with which to edit the tracks recorded by “At Home” readers on a
diverse range of home recording equipment.
The Cotswold Vale Talking Newspaper has been recording and sending out the news all
through the Covid 19 pandemic via CDs, USB sticks and online through the British Wireless
for the Blind Fund. Mostly recording and creating the programmes at home, we have relied
on the skill of our technicians to edit and refine the “At Home” recorded tracks. For this we
had to supply them with sophisticated WavePad software to guarantee that our sound
quality maintained its high standard.
Now that we are partially back recording in the studio in Kingshill House, some volunteers
have indicated that they would prefer to carry on producing at least part of the programme
at home. The listeners are extremely glad that many of their familiar “friends” have
returned to the studio to read the news and say that now they have the best of both worlds
– as they enjoy the home readers’ contributions very much.
We have all adapted well to this 2-tier way of producing the news, which allows more
flexibility and diversity while maintaining a very good quality of sound.
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Dursley and District Community Association – 2021/22 Annual Report for Dursley Town
Council
Firstly, on behalf of Dursley and District Community Association, I would like to thank the Town
Council for their continued support.
Due to the only recently relaxed social distancing measures the Government has had in place to
reduce the transmission of coronavirus (COVID-19) and the need for some members of the
Association at a high risk to self-isolate, we have once again not been able to hold our Annual
General Meeting. We however continue to have a committed and solid base of representatives on
the Council of the Association. Regular meetings of the Management Executive have also been
affected; by the national restrictions, but we have managed to hold one “in-person” meeting
recently.
Income for the association is rising again after the lockdown restrictions have ceased. Many
regular user groups are back such as drama, dance, music and karate, for the younger and more
able members of the community, through to older people with a lunch club, Probus, WI and
ukulele to name but a few. We have also managed to sign up additional regular bookings,
including yoga. The Social Club is busy and functions bookings are starting to fill the diary. This
has a positive impact on the income of Association in room hire fees etc.
Many of these booking now come to us via our website, this evidently shows the website
continues to promote the Association and the Community centre to a wider audience. Our web
address is now https://dursleycommunitycentre.chessck.co.uk Please note the domain change as
BT no longer provide the free support to Community Charitable organisations and the Community
Association now pays for Chess to host its website. Our Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/Dursley-Community-Centre-618279608599429/) has also generated a
number of bookings for room hire.
As the Association continues to have a steady membership and the regular bookings for the room
hire at the community centre continue, it may be yet another successful year for Dursley and
District Community Association,
Thank you again to Dursley Town Council for their continued support.
John Hudson
Chairman
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Dursley In Bloom 2021-22 For the Dursley Annual Assembly
The Dursley in Bloom Team have continued to plant as much as possible to
provide colour and beauty in the town.
Covid has also continued to play a part
as our group has reduced somewhat,
although we have a few new members.
The average turn out for planting is
usually just six of us. We continue to

do our best to recruit new members, but
with limited success.

We decided to plant just one variety of tulip this year
along with a greater number of narcissi. We feel that
this has worked well.
We are trying to plant more perennials and plants
which will be more sustainable with changing
weather conditions. An example of this is the
Lavender outside Sainsbury's and the trailing
Rosemary in a large number of planters, not only are
they drought tolerant but the bees and other
insects just love them!
One good outcome from Covid has been that we
could apply, through DTC, for a grant for new polycarbonate half barrels in the
town, mainly in Parsonage Street. These are currently being planted up with
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Dursley In Bloom 2021-22 For the Dursley Annual Assembly
perennials which in the summer will be supplemented with summer bedding such
as Busy Lizzie, Geranium and Bacopa. These new barrels were badly needed as
the wooden ones were gradually disintegrating.
Additionally, we have now installed baskets along the fencing outside the
Gravity chip shop which are an attractive addition to the town's displays.

In May we will start to plant up the hanging
baskets with a variety of trailing summer bedding
plants. We hope to re-cycle many of the Begonias
from last year and supplement them with trailing
Surfinia Petunias, Nepeta and Geraniums as seen
in the photo taken last summer.
We have decided not to enter the RHS Britain in
Bloom competition this year but will continue to
do our best to make Dursley a colourful and
attractive town to visit and live in.
Penny Hyde
April 2022
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DURSLEY UNITED CHARITY
(Charity number 248960)
Report to the Annual Town Meeting Community report for 2022
The objects of Dursley United Charity (DUC) were broadened under a new Scheme, which
came into effect on 20 August 2021. This new scheme was a result of merger between DUC
and the Twemlow Trust.
The objects of the charity are, for the public benefit.
a. the relief of persons resident in the area of benefit who are in need, hardship or
distress; and
b. to promote the education of people under the age of 25 years in the area of benefit
by awarding to such persons scholarships, maintenance allowances or grants tenable
at any university, college or institution of higher or further education.
The area of benefit still covers residents of Dursley, Cam, Stinchcombe and Uley. There are
10 Trustees appointed from the Town and Parish Councils (two from Dursley and one each
from Cam, Stinchcombe and Uley) and Cam and Dursley Churches Together nominate two
Trustees. The Charity Chair is the Rector of St James the Great, Dursley, currently the Rev’d
Canon Michael Cozens.
Dursley United Charity benefited from the receipt of the assets of the Twemlow Trust which
included 579.49 units from their CCLA COIF Charities Ethical Investment Fund and a transfer
of land at Halmore, Berkeley registered at HM Land Registry under the title number
GR281108. A cash sum of £6965 was also transferred to DUC.
During 2021, the Trustees allocated grants to individuals and organisations who, at the
discretion of the Trustees, were in need of financial assistance. In the year to 31st December
2021, a total of £850 was made for educational grants, £6,410 benefactions made at
Christmas and £3,550 paid to individuals and organisations throughout the year.
Geoff Wheeler, Town Council Trustee
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Dursley Welcomes Walkers
Dursley Annual Assembly Report – 2021
2021 has been a special year for Dursley Welcomes Walkers (DWW) as it was our 10th Anniversary of the Dursley
Walking Festival. In addition there was a significant change in the Steering Group membership, organisation and
approach to advertising our objectives. The DWW objectives are to promote Dursley, Cam and the surrounding area
as an interesting and enjoyable place to visit and enjoy the excellent walking that this area offers.
DWW
Our long serving Chairman, Chris Cherry stood down along with a number of other members to pursue other worthy
charitable causes. David Ashbee took over as Chairman and was supported by a new Secretary (Chris Shaw) and
Treasurer (Richard Harris). The Steering Group has been structured into three Sub Groups; Walking Festival, Projects
and Commercial to aid address our constitutional objectives

The new Projects Group was established to ensure there was a focus on initiatives to improve access to walking
facilities in the Community e.g. self-guided walks, footpath improvements. These initiatives are gaining momentum
with local guided monthly walks being undertaken to encourage people to feel comfort to explore our sensational
countryside. In addition there are plans afoot to gain the necessary approvals to fund and aid installation of more
kissing gates and benches in the locality.
The new Commercial Group was established to rethink our approach to marketing the initiatives above and of
course the advertising and booking for the Walking Festival. Two new digital platforms were developed (Website and
Social Media) to allow interactive communications with the Community.
Our annual application for reaccreditation as a Walkers are Welcome Town once again received some excellent
feedback in recognition of our work and confirmation of our continued status.

Our 10th Anniversary Walking Festival was held as normal in the early part of October 2021. The refreshed Steering
Group was determined to make this a special event. There was great emphasis on a knowledge transfer from the
outgoing members to make this a documented and repeatable process.
Mainly through the energy and application of the Steering Group members and Walk Leader volunteers the 10th
Anniversary Walking Festival was a great success. The plan was to keep the original format but to extend the number
and scope of the Festival walks. The objective was to offer walking opportunities to a wide as possible cross section
of the Community.
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Dursley Welcomes Walkers
Dursley Annual Assembly Report – 2021
The walk schedule was redesigned and 44 walks were carried out over the 5 days with a total of 560 walk places
attended by approximately 250 walkers. The Festival activities were complimented by a Quiz event, Teas/Cakes and
a Talk by P O’Grady.
The Festival ran smoothly with no incidents and feedback from the public through media and on the day was
extremely favourable e.g. my congratulations to your team on producing such a friendly, well organised event. I
thoroughly enjoyed my two days in Dursley and hope to be back next year. This is exactly the response DWW and
our sponsors would want and I can state it was undoubtedly an Anniversary Festival we all should be very proud of.
Sponsored Walking Routes
The 16 mile Figure of Eight walk, established as part of the Cotswold Gateway Project, has now been formally
launched and has proved successful. A Panel depicting such local walks has been erected at the Cam and Dursley
railway station which GWR have supported as it provides a welcome to the area. This compliments the panels
already erected in the long stay car parks in Long Street and May Lane, Dursley.
Our 14 mile Lantern Way walk which starts in Dursley and then passes through parts of Cam, Coaley and Uley
continues to be a popular walk throughout the year. This year we have reviewed documented instructions and
renewed signage.
Both walks are now featured in the DWW annual programme as well Dursley Rambling Club.
2022 Plans
A Post-Festival Review meeting was held which has identified a number of areas DWW can further improve including
Festival walk scheduling and, website refresh and improvements for better user access. We would be interested in
hearing from anyone who is interested in working with Dursley Welcomes Walkers.
DWW is available via:
Email: info@dursleywelcomeswalkers.org.uk
Website: www.dursleywelcomeswalkers.org.uk
Social Media: facebook.com/dursleywelcomeswalkers
On behalf of Dursley Welcomes Walkers I would like to thank Dursley Town Council for their continued support.
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Festive Dursley – Report for Annual Assembly April 2022
Festive Dursley is made up of a team of dedicated volunteers and supported by Dursley
Town Council. This group organises a range of events on behalf of and for the local
community. In 2021, this included a Summer Festival in July, Halloween Fun in October and
a Christmas Lights Switch on event in November.
Community Events
On the 10th July the town enjoyed the ‘Best of British’ at the Summer Festival. Hundreds of
people of all ages came out to enjoy the day and support the town.
There was a great selection of products to buy on the day at the Farmers’ Market, the Cam
& Dursley Creatives Craft Market and street stalls. The Lions hosted a BBQ, the Chantry
Centre opened their garden café and Strawberry teas were available at the tabernacle
church.
The Rednock Swing Band and Alan Swain Quintet played music for all to enjoy. Presenters
from Edge Radio also gave a live broadcast. There was a fantastic display of classic cars and
motorcycles organised by the Rotary Club with awards for the best in show. Children took
part in the ‘Best of British’ Trail activity and many of the towns shops decorated their
windows for the day, with a competition for the best.
A Halloween Fun event was held in the Market Place on Saturday 30th October. Activities
included a carved pumpkin competition, a performance by Amy Addles dancers and a
spooky story time. All the children who attended enjoyed themselves.
The Dursley Christmas Lights Switch On event on 26th November 2021 was a fantastic
evening enjoyed by hundreds of people who visited the town centre.
The crowds enjoyed a fun packed evening full of market stalls, winter wonderland snow,
Father Christmas grotto, sleigh, performances by choirs and dancers, fireworks, lights and
children’s fairground rides.
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Fund Raising
Traders, businesses, local charity groups, members of the council and resident volunteers
all get involved to bring the community together for these local events.
The Committee of Festive Dursley raise money all year round to pay for these activities.
Although opportunities to raise funds have been severely limited during the last two years
due to the Covid-19 pandemic. There are plans to carry out fund raising activities during the
year.
Festive Dursley is a team of dedicated volunteers, whose motto is ‘Run by the Community
for the Community’. If you are interested in getting involved please get in touch.
This year, Festive Dursley is hosting a ‘Picnic on the Rec’ on Friday 3rd June from 2pm,
Halloween Fun on Saturday 29th October and the Christmas Lights Switch on event on
Friday 25th November. You can keep up to date with our community events on facebook.
www.facebook.com/FestiveDursley/
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Great Western Air Ambulance Charity
Great Western Air Ambulance Charity is hugely grateful for the continuing support of Dursley Town
Council, helping to ensure we can be there for the town’s residents when they need us most.
We are the local air ambulance and critical care service for the people of Gloucestershire, and proudly
serve the residents of Dursley. Our specially trained team of doctors and paramedics are on call 365 days a
year and can be on their way from our base in Almondsbury within 5 minutes of a call. With their specialist
skills and equipment, our crew are called when a patient has a life-threatening injury or illness. From blood
transfusions to roadside amputations, the crew can perform lifesaving interventions at the scene that
would usually only be done in a hospital’s emergency department.
With running costs of £4 million a year and each mission costing around £2,000, GWAAC rely almost
entirely on the support of our community and the incredible fundraising efforts of our loyal supporters. It
really is the generosity of local people that keeps us flying and ensures we are there for you and your loved
ones when you need us the most.
Our Activity in Dursley
In 2021 our crew were called to 1,964 incidents, 538 of these within Gloucestershire. Over the course of
the year, we saw a significant increase in the number of children and young people we attended, rising
from 7% of our total missions to 14%. During the calendar year, we were tasked to 14 patients in Dursley.
We attended patients in cardiac arrest, patients who had fallen from height, and patients who had been
involved in equestrian and sporting incidents. Thanks to your continued support, our crew were there for
the residents of Dursley when they needed GWAAC most. Thank you for being there for us so that we can
be there for others!
2021 Update
Throughout 2021 we were indebted to the people of Dursley for their continued support. From our Cam &
Dursley Supporters Group to the regulars at the Old Spot Inn, the members of the Rotary Club of Dursley
to staff members at Nikki’s Doorstep Sandwiches, we are grateful to so many people in Dursley’s special
community for supporting our life-saving work. We couldn’t do it without you!
•
•

•

•

As lockdown restrictions eased in the first quarter of 2021, GWAAC’s Critical Care Team saw their
busiest week on record, responding to 52 patients in seven days. Over the course of the year, our
callouts to Gloucestershire increased 16% from 2020.
Throughout 2021, GWAAC continued to pioneer new techniques and procedures in pre-hospital
emergency medicine. In 2021, a new arterial line was added to the GWAAC crew’s equipment,
allowing for real-time monitoring of a patient’s blood pressure. This immediate information allows
our team to tailor their treatment to a patient’s changing condition. GWAAC’S Doctor Matt, whose
specialty is intensive care, says, “Invasive blood pressure monitoring is common practice in
intensive care and I’m confident that its use in the pre-hospital environment will be beneficial to
patients.”
Our pilot, Alan Petch, was recognised as Air Ambulance UK’s Pilot of the Year for his exemplary
professional standards and innovative use of technology. Alan’s work has seen him lead a project
to expand GWAAC’s landing sites directory, helping our Critical Care Teams make faster decisions
about where it is possible for our helicopter to land.
To safeguard our crew’s welfare and wellbeing, we have developed a new peer supervision
scheme, supplementing this work with a fund to provide access to counselling and physical
therapies.
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Stroud District Council Neighbourhood Warden Report March 2022
The Pandemic has presented numerous challenges over the last 12 months, but the
Neighbourhood Warden team have continued to adapt and carry out our duties within the
community.
In May 2021, the NHW team assisted our Elections team and others with a particularly busy
series of Elections, over several weeks. The restrictions through Covid regulations and the
extra work involved created some additional challenges, but we were able to continue to
assist our colleagues, with little change to the overall smooth running over the days and
nights of the Elections period.
At various points in the year, we have assisted our Health & Wellbeing team with organising
the delivery of HAF (Holiday activities & food) programme. This has meant the distribution
of over 400 food parcels, ensuring children are entertained, active, educated, safe and fed.
Under our Emergency Planning role, we have also responded to adverse weather issues,
such as ‘Storm Eunice’, providing logistical support to the community and assisting with rest
centres.
At a local level we continue to address a variety of issues, including fly tipping, abandoned
vehicles, graffiti, littering, antisocial behaviour etc.
Careline installation and maintenance continues to be an ongoing part of our role,
providing a vital piece of lifesaving equipment to the community but also an opportunity to
contact some of the most vulnerable in our community.
As changes to Covid rules have been made, I have once again been able to engage with
local schools, Youth clubs and other groups and hopefully will be able to re start the
schools’ Environmental talks I had started prior to the first Lockdown, to deliver educational
information to young people.
I have already managed to present a few talks to groups as restrictions have enabled.
We continue to work closely with our colleagues within Ebley Mill and partner agencies, out
in the community reporting and conducting regular onsite joint patrols, visits and meetings.
We have interacted with the new community hubs which provide an excellent facility for
community engagement and offer a range of opportunities.
As we emerge from the challenges of the last 12 months, we will continue to engage with
and support our communities in line with the Council Plan.
Andy Beamish
Neighbourhood Warden
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Vale Vision Development Trust Ltd
Working for the future of Cam, Dursley and surrounding Parishes

Report to the Dursley Town Meeting 2022
Vale Vision Development Trust Ltd is a company limited by guarantee founded in 2006. Usually referred to as just
Vale Vision, it is a community led enterprise whose aims include improving and enhancing the quality of life of the
inhabitants of Cam, Dursley and the surrounding parishes through a range of social, economic and environmental
projects.
Despite restrictions to mitigate the spread of the covid virus, Board meetings have been held in the past year,
inevitably by Zoom, and progress has been made on the current projects carried out by Vale Vision. The Board
suffered a large loss with the resignation due to severe illness of Mike Doughty as a director and company secretary.
Mike was an original member of Vale Vision and has made many contributions to its work within the local
community. Christina Carter, representing Cam parish Council, also had to resign during the year. The Board
directors did welcome Theresa Kinnison and Alex McIntyre who represent Dursley Town Council and Cam Parish
Council, respectively.
Dursley Sculpture and Play Trail update April 2022
The Trail was set up in Twinberrow Wood, which is owned and managed by Dursley Town Council and the
Twinberrow Trust, in 2008. It contains a free, partly accessible trail of about 1 km, with a set of artistic works
including mosaics, ceramics and hanging textiles. Recently a fabulous new mosaic was unveiled by Cam Mums.
Ongoing maintenance of the sculptures, which are mostly created by community groups, is undertaken by a group of
energetic volunteers, coordinated by Vale Vision. Now that pandemic restrictions are fully lifted, volunteers have
restarted the routine of repairing and restoring the sculptures, some of which were affected by the late winter
storms. Tree damage is also being tackled by the Twinberrow woodland manager. We have recently welcomed a
couple of new volunteers but more are always welcome, as are ideas for new sculptures, and offers of sponsorship
for these. Sculptures are often developed from a workshop led by one of our local artists from Cam and Dursley
Creatives. If you can help us to continue to improve this wonderful community resource, please contact
sculpturetrail@valevision.org.uk. An information leaflet for artists and local groups is available on the Vale Vision
website (www.valevision.org.uk)
The Walking for Health programme has resumed with local health walks, and a longer walk on one Friday during the
month. Increasing numbers now take part in walks but a new programme coordinator and at least 3 or 4 walk
leaders are urgently needed to keep the programme viable. If you would like to help this popular service, please
contact walks@valevision.org.uk.
Apart from a limited distribution of one edition of the free information booklet produced by Vale Vision - What’s On
in Cam, Dursley and District - further editions were cancelled . However, previous and potential advertisers have
expressed support for a new edition and it is hoped to produce two editions in the coming year. If you can help in
producing this well-established publication, please contact whatson@valevision.org.uk .
Cam, Dursley & Uley Greenway update 2022
The last year was another when significant progress was hoped to be made but due to the ongoing impact of the
Coronavirus pandemic progress, has quite rightly, slowed with County/District Officers focused elsewhere and
developers progress slowed. That said the team have continued to meet regularly and move the project forwards as
much as possible. Key area of focus during the last year have been –
Dursley to Uley section – c.80% of the required £10,000 funding for a full technical survey with costing for building
this part of the route has been secured. Following meetings with two prospective consultancy companies Sustrans
have been selected. We are acutely aware that many Uley residents are keen for their children to be able to cycle
Rednock School and Dursley/Cam generally.
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Working with St Modwen to ensure the route is completed through Littlecombe and to plan an opening ceremony
later in 2022.
With Stroud District Council we continue to work with the developers of the Northeast Cam Development to ensure
that the agreed Greenway route is built including a section alongside the riverside to Cam & Dursley Station. Part of
the route is open and being used.
Meetings and site visits held with Gloucestershire County Council Highways Design Team and their contractors
Atkins regarding design of on-road sections of the route – Littlecombe to Church Road/Everlands junction;
Everlands/Station Road junction via Rowley/Chapel Street to Winterbotham Hall; Ferney to Lister Road and an
alternative to Ewelme Close footpath/bridleway.
The entire route has been walked, photographed, and documented to identify issues and support route
development activities.
We participated in Gloucestershire County Council consultation regarding their Local Cycling Walking &
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) and will be providing more detailed, written information.
Provided input to Stroud District Council Cycling & Walking Task and Finish Group – the aim of this group is to drive
delivery of GCC LWCIP and realise SDC’s wider Active Travel ambitions.
An online petition was launched via Change.org and signatures have also been collected via local shops and a stall in
Parsonage Street. Nearly a thousand signatures have been collected but more are needed from the local community
to give real strength to the petition.
For more information, the project team can be contacted through the “Contact Us” page on the website
(cdugreenway.org.uk), by searching for “Cam, Dursley & Uley Greenway” on Facebook or on Twitter
“@CduGreenway “.
I would like to thank the Directors of Vale Vision, the volunteers that have helped us and of course Dursley Town
Council and Cam Parish Council.
For more information about Vale Vision and its current activities please contact us on 07749364526, email us at
admin@valevision.org.uk or view our website, www.valevision.org.uk.
If you think you have time and commitment for Vale Vision, why not join the Directors and volunteers on a regular
basis?
Geoff Wheeler, Chairman,
Vale Vision Development Trust Ltd
8th April 2022
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Kingshill Cemetery

Dursley Town Council
Clerk: Mr John Kay
Jacob’s House, Castle Street, Dursley, Gloucestershire GL11 4BS
Telephone: 01453 547758 Email: clerk@dursleytowncouncil.gov.uk
www.dursleytowncouncil.gov.uk
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