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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
White Consultants were appointed to assist the Future Dursley Neighbourhood
Development Plan in September 2015 by undertaking a local landscape character
assessment (LCA) of the parish.
The prime purpose of the LCA defined in the brief is to provide a baseline character
description for Dursley which will add to and enhance understanding of the special and
unique qualities of the landscape. In addition, the sensitivity of different areas to
development has been requested to help inform decision-making on development sites in
the future. It is, of course, just one factor to be considered.
The study looks at Dursley within its national and local context and describes the physical,
cultural and social influences on landscape character and its perceptual and aesthetic
characteristics. The relationship between the settlement and its surrounding landscape is
explored.
Dursley lies within the Cotswolds National Character Area. Much of the landscape around
the town is within the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The parish lies in the
Ewelme Valley cut through the Oolitic limestone on the western edge of the Cotswolds just
before it meets the Severn Vale/Berkeley Vale. The Cotswolds scarp lies to the north west
and the valley is enclosed by steep sides, ridges and hills including Stinchcombe Hill, and
the distinctive Peaked Down (Cam Peak), Cam Long Down and Downham Hill. These hills
lie outside the parish.
The particular situation and landscape character on the edge of the Cotswolds means that
Dursley enjoys some superb views. The popular Cotswold Way National Trail passes through
the area. The steep wooded valley sides are the dominant presence on the southern edge
of the parish and are the most distinct landscape feature. Key built landmarks are St
James Church tower and Chestal in its parkland setting. The town has a significant textile
and manufacturing heritage and is undergoing transition with former mills and
manufacturing sites being developed for housing and other uses.
The assessment divides the landscape around the built-up areas of the town into eight
landscape character areas. These are described with key characteristics and are evaluated
in terms of their landscape sensitivity to development. Seven areas are considered to have
high sensitivity. These include the woodlands, the upper valley slopes and pastures, the
open farmland to the north west and east of the settlement, the lower valley river
corridor and parkland around Chestal. One area, called Castle Stream Farm Valley side
farmland, is considered to have a medium sensitivity to housing and high sensitivity to
employment development. This lies on the eastern edge of the settlement on the
mid/lower valley slopes.
The town is divided into five areas including the two Conservation Areas covering the town
centre and Woodmancote, and the large Littlecombe development area on the former
Lister Petter site. The latter area is where the majority of development is likely to occur
over the next few years.

White Consultants

1

Final/191115

Future Dursley NDP

Dursley Landscape Character Assessment

CONTENTS
Page

Executive Summary

1

1 Introduction

2

2 Method

3

3 Landscape character context

6

4 Local landscape character areas

13

5 Town character areas

32

Box 1

4

Summary of study method

Figures

after 11

Figure 1

Dursley location

Figure 2

Designations and constraints

Figure 3

Protected spaces and access

Figure 4

Aerial photo view

Figure 5

Key landscape features and views

Figure 6

Local landscape character areas

Appendices

after 32

Appendix 1

Acknowledgements

Appendix 2

Glossary

Appendix 3

References

Appendix 4

Method- LCA and sensitivity

Appendix 5

Cotswolds National Character Area profile- extract

Appendix 6

Stroud landscape character assessment extract

Appendix 7

Cotswold landscape character assessment extracts

Appendix 8

Gloucestershire landscape character assessment extracts

Cover: View of Dursley from Downham Hill

White Consultants

2

Final/191115

Future Dursley NDP

Dursley Landscape Character Assessment

1.

Introduction

1.1.

White Consultants were appointed to assist the Future Dursley Neighbourhood Development
Plan in September 2015 by undertaking a local landscape character assessment (LCA) of the
parish.

1.2.

The prime purpose of the LCA defined in the brief is to provide a baseline character
description for Dursley which will add to and enhance understanding of the special and
unique qualities of the landscape. In addition, the sensitivity of different areas to
development has been requested to help inform decision-making on development sites in the
future. It is, of course, just one factor to be considered.

1.3.

Dursley Town Council, along with residents and volunteers, is in the process of developing a
Neighbourhood Development Plan for the town. A draft vision, policies and objectives have
been prepared. The environment, landscape and wildlife have emerged as highly valued and
distinct characteristics of the area. This has been identified through developing the evidence
base and at public consultation events with local people where they have been asked to say
what they like and appreciate about the town, as well as what they don’t like.

1.4.

The structure of this report begins with the method discussed briefly in chapter 2 and in
more detail in Appendix 4, the landscape character context is then set out in chapter 3, and
each local landscape character area is described in Chapter 4. In Chapter 5 the various areas
of the town are briefly described. The Appendices include background information such as
bibliography, method and extracts from larger landscape character studies covering Dursley.

1.5.

We would like to thank the Dursley Town Council team and Neighbourhood Development Plan
Steering Group, in particular Jonathan Bird, Mike Johnson and Anita Gambie. A full list of
those who have contributed comments and time is set out in Appendix 1.
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2.

Method for landscape character assessment and
sensitivity

2.1.

The method for the assessment of landscape character and the sensitivity of landscape to
development have been developed to reflect current guidance, in particular, An Approach
to Landscape Character Assessment Guidance, Natural England, 2014, Topic Paper 6,
Countryside Agency, 2002 and Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment
(GLVIA) Edition 3, April 2013.

2.2.

The landscape character assessment is at a local level working within the context of the
district, county and national character assessments. The assessment of overall sensitivity is
based on the sensitivity (or susceptibility) of different character areas to housing
development, and their value.

2.3.

This study is a technical exercise and the report uses a number of technical terms for
precision and as a means for reaching conclusions. These terms are defined in the Glossary
in Appendix 1. The method is explained in more detail in Appendix 4.
Definition of Landscape

2.4.

The European Landscape Convention (ELC) was signed up to by the UK government in 2006
and has to be implemented and incorporated into policy. The ELC states that ‘landscape
means an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and
interaction of natural and/or human factors’. It acknowledges ‘that the landscape is an
important part of the quality of life for people everywhere: in urban areas and in the
countryside, in degraded areas as well as in areas of high quality, in areas recognised as
being of outstanding beauty as well as everyday areas’.

2.5.

Natural England have prepared a diagram to explain what makes up landscape (2014).

2.6.

The purpose of the landscape character assessment is to assist with the formulation of the
Neighbourhood Development Plan. It therefore concentrates on characterising the
landscapes around the settlement. A sensitivity assessment of those LCAs is then carried
out. To complement this core assessment, the character of the town and the surrounding
context of the Parish are also considered.
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A summary of the method is set out below.

Box 1: Summary of study method
THIS ASSESSMENT

SEPARATE ASSESSMENTS

Desk Study

National Character Areas

Review of policy and other studies

Defines and describes Character
Areas at a national level, sets out
attributes, opportunities and key
facts.

Review of method

Desk study of settlement and
surrounding landscape

Stroud District, Cotswold AONB
and Gloucestershire County
Landscape Assessments

Identify relevant landscape
character, HLC, designations/
constraints information and use

Define Landscape Character Areas
(LCAs) at a broad county level and
assess character.

Define local landscape character
areas

Historic Landscape Character
(HLC) Assessment

Divide the area into smaller units
with consistent character

Divides landscape up into areas of
similar historic pattern.

Identify relevant constraints

Site survey
Visit the area and its environs to
understand context
Visit each local landscape character
area either note the following:
Landscape and visual
characteristics
Key views
Tranquillity
Relationship between site and
settlement
Visual receptors

Assessment of landscape
character and sensitivity
Use of data gathered and judgement
bringing all factors together.

2.8.

The assessment has been undertaken by a Chartered Landscape Architect with over 30 years
experience, who is a Member of the Landscape Institute.

2.9.

The assessment is undertaken by conducting a desktop study of Ordnance Survey maps,
aerial photographs, historical maps, existing landscape character assessments, historic
landscape character assessments and constraints information eg Conservation Areas and
landscape designations. The landscape within the study area is divided into broadly
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homogenous units of character. This is followed by a site survey to broadly verify
characteristics and boundaries and to record the aesthetic and perceptual aspects eg views,
tranquillity etc. A member of the Steering Group assisted in the survey.
2.10. Overall sensitivity is taken to mean the sensitivity of the landscape to a given type of
change, namely residential or employment use development. The judgement is arrived at by
combining value with sensitivity (or susceptibility) to change. The criteria informing these
are discussed in Appendix 4. The sensitivity of landscape character is derived from assessing
its susceptibility to the type of change or development proposed and the value attached to
the landscape.
2.11. The calibration of the sensitivity is given on a five point scale in order to reflect the range of
situations (see Table 1).
Table 1 Landscape Character Area (LCA) Sensitivity Calibration
Level

Definition

Low

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are robust or degraded
and/or its values are low and it can accommodate the relevant type of
development without significant character change or adverse effects.
Thresholds for significant change are very high.

Medium/
low

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are resilient to change
and/or its values are medium/low or low and it can accommodate the relevant
type of development in many situations without significant character change or
adverse effects. Thresholds for significant change are high.

Medium

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are susceptible to change
and/or its values are medium/low through to high/medium and/or it may have
some potential to accommodate the relevant type of development in some
defined situations without significant character change or adverse effects.
Thresholds for significant change are intermediate.

High/
medium

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are vulnerable to change
and/or its values are medium through to high and it can accommodate the
relevant type of development only in defined limited situations without
significant character change or adverse effects. Thresholds for significant
change are low.

High

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are very vulnerable to change
and/or its values are high or high/medium and it is unable to accommodate the
relevant type of development without significant character change or adverse
effects. Thresholds for significant change are very low.
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3.

Landscape Character Context

3.1.

The study of landscape character involves setting an area in its context before looking at it in
detail. This study therefore looks at Dursley within the national context, and then considers
how it fits within the county and district assessments before considering its particular
landscape character.
National context

3.2.

Natural England provides the national framework to the landscape assessment dividing
England into National Character Areas (NCAs). The character area relevant to the study is the
Cotswolds (NCA 107) (see an extract in Appendix 5).

3.3.

The Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), shown in Figure 1, covers a
slightly different area to the Cotswolds NCA. It only covers part of the parish, principally the
steep valley sides of woods and pastures to the south, Ferney Hill to the north and the more
open farmland to the west towards Uley. It excludes the town, the Littlecombe site and
environs and farmland to the east centred on Castle Stream Farm. The broad landscape
context for the study is set out below.

3.4.

Dursley lies on the western edge of the Cotswolds just before meeting the Severn
Vale/Berkeley Vale. The Cotswolds are an upland landscape formed by an outcrop of oolitic
limestone stretching from around Bath in the south west to Banbury to the north east. They
are characterised by a dramatic scarp slope rising above the lowlands of the Severn and Avon
Vales to the west and a dip slope falling to the south east which forms a plateau landscape
incised by rivers many of which ultimately feed the Thames.

3.5.

The key characteristics of the Cotswold landscape are:
 Dramatic Oolitic limestone scarp rising above adjacent lowlands with outliers (isolated
hills).
 Dip slope landscape of rolling, open high wold dipping gently to the south east, dissected
by river valleys.
 Extensive arable farmland on the high wold and dip slope, often enclosed by 18th century
dry stone walls and large blocks of woodland (usually beech but some mixed and
coniferous plantations).
 Permanent and improved pasture and beech and oak/ash woodlands on steep slopes and
river valleys with valley bottom meadows with hedges.
 Evidence of long settlement by man with prehistoric features, Roman roads and
settlements, deserted medieval villages, grand houses with parkland and Second World
War airfields.
 Villages, usually located in the valleys, on springlines, and built primarily of the local
stone and many buildings in the Cotswold vernacular give a particular sense of unity with
the landscape.

3.6.

The boundaries of the AONB do not necessarily reflect the absolute edge of the influence of
the Oolitic limestone or in the patterns of topography or land cover. Often they are on
convenient boundary lines such as roads within an overall area of transition from one
landscape type to another.
Relevant district and county landscape character assessments

3.7.

There are three relevant landscape character assessments carried out over the last 15 years.
These overlap but reinforce each other and form a useful context for the study. The
boundaries of each landscape character area is shown in Figure 1 and detailed descriptions
are located in the Appendices.

3.8.

Stroud District has a landscape character assessment published in 2000. Whilst dated, it is
mentioned as part of the evidence base for the emerging district local plan 2014 and so is
still relevant. Dursley parish falls into two landscape character types (LCTs). The vast
majority of the area lies within the ‘Secluded Valleys’ landscape character type. The fields
around Blackboys Farm and to the south are included in the ‘Escarpment’ landscape
character type which continues around to the west and includes Stinchcombe Hill. The
Escarpment also includes other hills which are important to Dursleys setting, although
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outside the parish. These include Peaked Down (Cam Peak), Cam Long Down and Downham
Hill (locally known as Smallpox Hill). The key characteristics, descriptions and priorities for
action for each of these landscape types are set out in Appendix 6.
3.9.

The Cotswolds AONBs Partnership published a landscape assessment of the Cotswold AONB in
2003. Dursley lies in the Rolling Hills and Valleys Landscape Character Type and the parts of
the parish which lie within the AONB are in the Stinchcombe and North Nibley character area
(3B). The key characteristics and description of this area are set out in Appendix 7.

3.10. Gloucestershire County Council published an assessment of the areas outside the Cotswold
AONB in 2006. Dursley lies within the Rolling Hills and Valleys Landscape Character Type (as
the earlier AONB assessment) in the Dursley, Cam and Uley Valley character area (SV 13A).
The key characteristics and description of this area are set out in Appendix 8.
Historic Landscape Character Assessment
3.11. Gloucestershire County Council published a historic landscape character (HLC) assessment in
2006 based on two separate earlier projects within the AONB and outside. The HLC is a more
detailed assessment than the landscape character assessments focusing on the historic origin
of the landscape based on the visible evidence.
3.12. The town itself is divided into two- the extent by the mid-19th century (G3) and the present
extent (G4). Most of the farmland on the valley slopes is irregular enclosure reflecting former
unenclosed cultivation patterns such as to the north and west of the town (A1). Some areas
are more regular, such as to the east towards Uley and around Blackboys Farm to the west.
The valley bottom by farm west of town is riverine pasture, probably meadows now largely
enclosed (D1). The grassland on the slopes north of Hardings Close and the isolated field on
the hilltop to the south west of the town were early woodland cleared in the post-mediaeval
period (C2). The adjacent valley side woodland is surviving early woodland (C1). The
significant ‘time depth’ or age of origin of some of these areas are an indication of their
importance.
DESCRIPTION OF DURSLEY’S LANDSCAPE
Physical influences
3.13. The landscape of Dursley is essentially a river valley with minor tributaries deeply incised
into the Cotswold plateau just before it joins the Severn Vale. The plateau on either side has
been eroded to form narrow ridges and outlying hills, lower than the High Wold to the east.
3.14. The geology consists of alternating layers of Oolitic limestone and sandstones, an underlying
Lias Group, sandstones and mudstones and a marlstone rock formation. In the river bottom
there are clays and alluvium.
3.15. The topography falls steeply from the gently sloping plateau to the west, from around 200m
AOD at Stinchcombe Hill down to 50m AOD on the valley floor. The bulk of the settlement
lies on slightly gentler slopes between the upper and lower valley sides. The valley side
slopes are more modest to the west rising to just 95m AOD around Chestal within the parish.
However, Peaked Down and Downham Hill to the north east /east rise to 184m AOD and
199m AOD respectively. All these landforms give a sense of enclosure to the Parish
landscape.
3.16. The River Ewelme is the principal watercourse joining the River Cam near the northern edge
of the parish. This river appears to follow its natural course for part of its length but has
probably been modified by mills and adjacent industrial uses over time and is currently in
culvert under the former Lister site (now Littlecombe). Springs lie on the valley sides feeding
small streams flowing into the river. These include the Broadwell.
3.17. The land cover outside the settlement can be divided into woodland and farmland/grassland.
The continuous woodland on the western valley sides is ancient woodland of beech hangers
with other species such as ash, oak and holly. It links around scarp slope and hillsides to the
north, west and east forming a highly distinctive feature and giving a strong visual continuity
to this part of the Cotswolds. It was designated as a Key Wildlife Site in 2012.
3.18. There are distinctive grass enclosures between the woods and the settlement. These are
predominantly semi-improved rough grassland. These provide habitats for woodland edge
species. On the other valley sides there are a mix of improved and semi-improved pastures or
managed grassland in irregular medium sized fields with mainly outgrown hedge boundaries.
In the valley floor floodplain there is wet grassland, some unimproved. There are arable
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fields with larger scale, more regular shape, on the gentler sloping well drained valley sides
to the east. These are enclosed with low hedges and fences.
3.19. The river corridor has lines of alder, willow and streamside flora.
Cultural and social influences
3.20. The landscape of the parish has a long history of being managed by man. The majority of the
woodland on the steep slopes is ancient woodland, of medieval or earlier origin, but some
has regenerated on former quarries or pasture, the latter on the ridge top. Outside the
town, the land has been used as farmland for centuries. The majority was originally
unenclosed and in cultivation. The field boundaries, which are medieval or early postmedieval, tend to echo the previous curved or dog leg open field divisions. The boundaries
were provided to enclose grazing pasture. Straight boundaries tend to be relatively recent.
Maps in the late 19th century show orchards, now lost. The informal parkland landscape
around Chestal would have been likely to have been modified from fields when the house
was built.
3.21. Dursley is a long established settlement. A church has been established here since the 13th
century. It has served as a market town, a centre for processing wool including spinning,
weaving, fulling and dyeing (particularly known for blue cloth), provided housing for workers
for local stone quarries and subsequently became a significant manufacturing centre from
the mid/late 19th century before the factories closed at the turn of the 20th century.
3.22. The settlement covers a significant proportion of the parish area and is joined with Cam to
the north west. Whilst the majority is 20th /21st century housing estates, the traditional core
of Dursley is still apparent and is designated as Conservation Areas with many listed
buildings. This core is mostly linear with the main spine running along Parsonage Street,
Silver Street and Bull Pitch with Long Street and the parallel Water Street running down the
valley side. The Conservation Area is dominated by a number of buildings. St James church is
the tallest building and its tower is visible from various streets, the valley slopes and nearby
hills. The Market House, built in 1738, is the most noticeable historic building within the
centre, forming the visual focus at one end of Parsonage Street, Silver Street and Long
Street. Jacob’s House, a former weaver’s house built around 1750, is a highlight on Castle
Street and now hosts the Town Council.
3.23. The Tudor Priory is the oldest of the clothier’s houses in the town. With its mill extension, it
forms the focus at the end of Long Street by the open green, and was latterly used as offices
serving the Lister factory.
3.24. The Woodmancote Conservation Area includes a small number of listed buildings and a
distinctive terrace with large windows and long thin gardens called Weaver's Cottages clearly associated with the cottage wool processing industry. This small settlement is now
joined to Dursley by adjoining housing estates.
3.25. Kingshill House, once surrounded by parkland and farmland, is now located within housing to
the north of the town centre. In contrast, Chestal, a fine listed residence built in 1848, is
still set prominently within parkland on the opposite valley side, north east of the town.
3.26. There are few former mills remaining. There are the remnants of a mill at Mill Farm in the
valley floor, west of the town. Howards Upper Mill was a cloth mill in the first part of the
19th century. It subsequently became the Victoria Pin Mill. Pedersen cycles were made here.
It is now converted into housing.
3.27. The engineering enterprises which occupied large sites on the edge of the town were the
drivers of much of its growth. The largest employer used to be R.A. Lister who manufactured
a range of products over time from 1867 including agricultural implements to petrol and then
marine diesel engines (and garden furniture). The factory, as Lister Petter, relocated from
Dursley at the turn of the last century. The other major manufacturers included Mawdesley’s
who occupied a site to the west of the settlement, on Uley Road, which had originally been a
fulling mill. Furniture production was another large source of employment in the town until
2003 when the last company, Bymacks Ltd, left the town to move to Chalford.
3.28. The town was once served by a branch line railway opened in 1856, which terminated at a
station at the bottom of Long Street. This primarily served as a goods line, latterly for Lister
but closed in 1970.
3.29. Recent development is now transforming the character of the settlement which is in
transition. Some buildings are highly distinctive interventions such as Rednock School with its
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orange and timber cladding set within well treed grounds. On the edge of the town centre,
the new library with its reflective, black, angular form is uncompromisingly modern.
3.30. Housing and mixed developments are replacing the engineering works sites, some at a
relatively high density. The largest example is the Littlecombe site which formerly housed
the Lister factory. The construction of new development is in progress- primarily housing
with some employment uses. The culverted River Ewelme will be opened up into an
accessible green corridor and woodland will be reinforced and established on the valley
sides.
3.31. The traditional building materials that predominate in Dursley are Cotswold stone for the
older buildings, such as St James church. Painted render is apparent in a range of buildings,
including the Market Hall, and has been used in recent development, such as Littlecombe.
Red brick is used for buildings, particularly constructed during the 19th century onwards,
including modern development on other former industrial sites.
3.32. The main road through the town is the A4135 which links Dursley and Cam to the Severn Vale
and A38/M5 and runs through to Tetbury to the south east. The B4066 also links the town to
the A38/M5 to the west and runs along the River Ewelme valley towards Uley and Stroud to
the north east. Narrow minor roads run across the valley to the north east and up
Stinchcombe Hill. Some of these are sunken with steep banks.
3.33. Dursley has many public footpaths and bridleways linking along the valley and up the valley
sides to the adjoining hills. The most important is the popular Cotswold Way National Trail
which passes through Dursley. It enters the parish falling from Stinchcombe Hill through the
beech woods and then into the settlement. It passes through the High Street and Long Street
before rising up on the valley sides past Chestal and out of the parish to Cam Long Down.
3.34. There are a remarkable density of footpaths in the woodland, some running along the base of
the woodland and others climbing and criss-crossing the hill. These possibly linked the town
with the many, now defunct, quarries on the hill top and sides eg Breakheart Quarry. They
are now well used by walkers wishing to access Stinchcombe Hill with its remarkable views
along the Severn to the west as well as to other local destinations for the thirsty walker such
as the New Inn pub at Waterley Bottom. Twinberrow Woods are owned by the Town Council
and are a popular walking area, enhanced by a Sculpture Trail. The paths to the woods cross
the intervening pastures, often in well hedged tracks.
3.35. A footpath runs along the lower valley sides and floor sometimes beside the River Ewelme.
The link through the LIttlecombe site has temporarily been closed. Other footpaths run west
from the settlement around Shakespeare Way towards Uley.
3.36. There is no promoted or Sustrans cycle route through the parish at present. A local route
runs for a short length east of Rednock School. However, there is a proposed 8km long
Greenway linking Cam, Dursley and Uley which is intended to link to the National Cycle
Network (Route 41) and support Safe Routes to Schools.
3.37. Dursley has a number of open spaces accessible to the public. The most important is the
Recreation Ground which is an extensive green space with playing fields and play areas. This
area enjoys wide views to the wooded valley sides on one side round to Downham Hill and
Peaked Down on the other. Rosebery Park to the east is enclosed by housing but enjoys views
to the valley sides further east. On the edge of the settlement, the nearby open space with
play area by School Road is partly enclosed by a tree belt which focusses views to the south.
Other spaces tend to be incidental to housing and other development. Union Street Green is
locally prominent and is noticeable on the A4135 road approaches to the town centre from
the north.
3.38. Whilst not all accessible, the valley floor and lower valley sides from the Priory to around
Ferney Hill and Mill Farm and to the east is an important linear space with public footpath
access. It also includes the bowling green behind the Priory which is a distinctive feature.
Perceptual and Aesthetic Characteristics
3.39. The particular situation and landscape character on the edge of the Cotswolds means that
Dursley enjoys some superb views from within and outside the town. These are indicated in
Figure 6. The steep wooded valley sides are the dominant presence on the southern edge of
the parish. These are the most distinct signature landscape feature of the parish. As
deciduous woodlands they change character with the seasons. In spring and summer they
form a delicate and then strong green backcloth, changing in Autumn to mixed brown and
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golden hues, with beech a dominant species. In winter, the leaves are lost and the greys of
the trunks and branches are seen against the brown leaves on the ground. Whilst dense in the
summer, in the winter there are clearer views towards the valley from within the woods,
especially on the edges The highly distinctive Peaked Down, Long Cam Down and Downham
Hill are also highly apparent features to the north even though they are outside the parish
boundary.
3.40. Within the parish the main landmarks are St James Church tower, rising above the other
buildings in the town, and Chestal in its parkland setting. Heritage landmarks apparent
within the town are the Market House and the Priory. Rednock School is a distinctive modern
building which provides a positive vision and setting for the town’s future.
3.41. The key views from within the settlement include the Recreation Ground as already
discussed. A further key view is from Parsonage Street looking towards the wooded valley
side with associated grassland (Area 2B in Figure 7) in one direction and the church and
Market House in the other. Users of the A4135 approaching the town from the north have
glimpses of the sloping valley pastures around Blackboys Farm set against the wooded
hillside. Users of the Uley Road have a direct framed view towards Chestal as it runs north
from Bullpitch. As the Whiteway descends down the hill from the east there are fine views
across The Rangers towards the wood and pasture valley sides and a similar view to the
valley sides is also possible for drivers travelling east along Woodmancote. The approach
along the Uley Road from the east has a strong rural character enjoying views along the
valley.
3.42. From outside the town the key views are generally from the surrounding hills outside the
parish. The main views are from Peaked Down and Downham Hill which are popular
destinations for walkers. These hills have superb, panoramic views of the Cotswolds meeting
the Severn Vale. There are views across the town with the church tower to the wooded
valley sides beyond. Views from the Cotswolds Way are important. There is a fine framed
view from Stinchcombe Hill across the town looking towards the hills mentioned above. From
the north, walkers have views across the town at a distance from Long Down. As the path
approaches the town, through the Chestal parkland and down its drive, the church tower is
apparent across the valley. The Cotswold Way also passes along Parsonage Street in the
centre of town and enjoys framed views of the valley side.
3.43. The valley and Dursley have been painted by various artists. An example is by English
landscape painter, Anthony Devis, of the settlement in the 18th century viewed from the
north east set in context against the wooded and pastoral valley sides with the church as the
focal point. Other paintings have been undertaken of the Tabernacle (artist unknown, 1810),
and Market House by Edward Smith (1879), again with the wooded valley side backcloth.
3.44. The experience of landscape includes senses other than sight. Dursley’s landscape offers a
range of experiences. Whilst the centre has a gentle bustle with traffic and pedestrians, up
the valley side and away from the town there is increasing tranquillity. It is heightened by
the trees which muffle sound, screen built form and also offer shelter. These woods can offer
coolness on a hot summer’s day. Many people can walk in the woods without seeing each
other which enhances the feeling of getting away from it all. Out on the open hills to the
east and west, albeit outside the parish, there is a feeling of exposure and breeze, wind in
the hair and sunshine after the shade of the trees and hedgerows- and, of course, the views.
Closer into the town there are shady paths in the valley bottom along the River Ewelme with
its natural course and the sound of running water. This is why people love walking around
Dursley- the diversity of experience.
3.45. The steep topography and trees to the west of the town cut out the afternoon and evening
sun and some areas close to trees and in the small side valleys can be very shaded, dark and
cool, especially in winter.
Relationship between the settlement and the surrounding landscape
3.46. The majority of the settlement lies on the middle slopes of the valley set beneath the
steeper wooded and pastoral slopes to the south and west. As such, the settlement is
generally contained by landform and trees. Much of the traditional core is surrounded by
more recent development but the church still remains the key landmark. However, looking
down on the town from surrounding high ground the larger scale roofs of modern buildings,
particularly Sainsbury’s, are more apparent.
3.47. The town Conservation Area only dips down onto the valley floor around the Priory. Other
White Consultants
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settlement close to the valley bottom includes Ferney Hill and Mill Farm. All these listed
buildings combined with the small scale, well treed and enclosed river form a sensitive green
corridor and edge to the settlement. More recent housing now impinges on this river corridor
in places, but remains on the south or west side of the river. The brownfield Littlecombe site
will change this pattern to the north with housing on the eastern slopes of the valley.
3.48. To the west, there are a series of fields which separate the settlement from the wooded
slopes. These increase in size to the south around The Rangers, where they form the
boundary and a close relationship with the Conservation Area. The fields are interspersed
with mainly 20th-century development climbing the steeper valley sides, although there are
some cottages just beneath the tree line. The remaining fields therefore have enhanced
value and sensitivity, creating a distinctive characteristic combination with the woodland as
well as providing edge species habitat.
3.49. The fields around Blackboys Farm appear to partially separate Dursley from Cam to the
north, along with the Norman Hill playing fields, although there is some intervening
development on the north east side of Kingshill Road. The settlement edge is soft here with
the cemetery and allotment gardens west of Kingshill Road.
3.50. Modern estates and a primary school with a linear edge bound the countryside to the south
east, with isolated structures such as pumping stations in the countryside beyond. However,
this edge is not apparent when approaching the settlement from Uley, where houses are only
revealed relatively close to.
What is important to the Community
3.51. In preparing the Neighbourhood Development Plan a series of consultations have been carried
out. The following comments and requests were made under the Environment and
Sustainability topic and on possible development sites:


More places to let a dog have a run



Wider range of sports played in the Rec



Reduce littering in Rec ground and surrounding roads



More green spaces (including dog friendly)



Views from Cam Peak and Cam Long Down (beloved of walkers) should not be
spoiled.



Blackboys Farm –keep Cam and Dursley as separate entities



Land behind Shakespeare Road is beautiful and should be left alone- no development



Re-use existing sites

3.52. The Rednock School focus group comments on Environment included:


Aesthetics- the surrounding countryside is nice to look at



More green space is needed.



Go up Stinchcombe woods a lot (dog walking/recreation)



Dursley has lots of woodlands- makes it look nicer

3.53. As part of the briefing for the landscape assessment, ‘Dursley Welcomes Walkers’ were
consulted. The organisation promotes walking in the area. It is clear that walking in the area
is very popular. The highlight of the year is the annual Walking Festival which encompasses a
variety of walks and events which make the most of the paths and countryside surrounding
Dursley. There is also the recently inaugurated Lantern Way 14 mile local walk. The local
group highlight that Dursley has a good network of footpaths, wonderful woodland, extensive
views of the scarp and the vale, good communications (road and rail) and has the Cotswold
Way running through its centre. It is in the middle of arguably the most interesting and
challenging section of the Cotswold way. Footpaths from the town link to Stinchcombe Hill,
Peaked Down, Uley Bury and Cam Long Down amongst other destinations.
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4.

Local Landscape Character Areas

4.1.

A description and sensitivity of each landscape character area (LCA) is set out in the
following pages. Below, an explanation of the purpose of each section is set out. The
definition of specific terms can be found in the Glossary in Appendix 2.
Summary Description

4.2.

This section briefly summarises the description of the LCA.
Key Characteristics

4.3.

This section sets out the key characteristics of the LCA which describe its sense of place,
encapsulate its character and set out the main features which need to be taken into account.
Site Sensitivity Summary

4.4.

This section summarises the landscape sensitivity of the site for both housing and
employment development. This analysis could be used to define sensitivity to other types of
development of a similar nature. The method used to arrive at this judgement is explained in
the method section. Employment use would generally have a greater effect than housing use
on an equivalent area due to the nature and scale of development ie height, building
area/car parking requirements etc. Therefore the sensitivity of any given LCA to this type of
development is likely to be higher generally. The initial sensitivity assessment is for housing
use. Employment use is considered as to whether the same factors apply and if the
sensitivity is at the same level. For all but one LCA the sensitivity evaluation and justification
to both types of development is considered to be relevant and so the text is combined. In
one LCA the sensitivity to the different types of development is considered to be different so
the text for both is separated. Where some parts of an LCA are less sensitive than other
parts, and may be able to accommodate development, this is explained. For example, a
medium sensitivity LCA is unlikely to be able to accommodate development throughout
without significant character change.
Landscape context

4.5.

The relevant national character area, landscape character type and landscape character area
are noted. The Historic Landscape Character description covering the site is also set out.
Landscape Designations

4.6.

Landscape designations are listed in this section and comments made as to the specific
features. Designations can indicate that the area is sensitive.
Biodiversity Designations

4.7.

Nature conservation designations are listed in this section and comments made as to the
specific features. Designations can indicate that the area is sensitive. Where ‘none’ is stated
this means that no national designations are present. However, this does not mean that there
is no nature conservation value as no detailed assessment has been made.
Historic Designations

4.8.

Historic conservation designations are listed in this section and comments made as to the
specific features. Designations can indicate that the area is sensitive. Where ‘none’ is stated
this means that no designations are present. However, this does not mean that there is no
historical conservation value as no detailed assessment has been made.
Other constraints

4.9.

Other factors such as the presence of Flood Zone 3 and public rights of way (PROW) are
noted. The former can act as a very serious constraint whilst PROWs indicate the presence of
sensitive receptors who may have views of the site or use it for recreational enjoyment and
visual amenity.
Summary

4.10. A summary of the LCA sensitivities is set out below:
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LCA
no.

LCA name

Sensitivity
housing

1

Blackboys Farm pastures

High

High

2

Upper valley slopes pastures and grasslands

High

High

3

Wooded upper valley sides

High

High

4

Hill top pasture

High

High

5

Castle Stream Farm valley side farmland

Medium

High

6

Sheephouse Farm valley side farmland

High

High

7

River Ewelme valley floor and lower valley sides

High

High

8

Chestal Parkland

High

High
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Name:

Blackboys Farm pastures

Photo: View north east across area from cemetery

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:
Lower escarpment and valley slope pastures on the northern edge of Dursley sweeping up to meet
the steep wooded hillside.
KEY CHARACTERISTICS



Slopes and minor valley on the lower edge of the escarpment rising from 85m AOD to 120m
AOD.
Mix of small to medium sized regular and irregular pastures with low hedge and fenced
boundaries.



Small-scale traditional farmhouse complex.



The combination of pasture with the backcloth of the adjacent valley side woodland on
steep slopes forms a distinctive characteristic of the area.



The area enhances the northern approach to the town but the busy A4135 reduces the
tranquillity to the north east.



Acts as rural setting to the cemetery to the south east.



Located within the Cotswolds AONB.

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:
Evaluation:
High
Justification:
The site’s sensitivity lies in its distinctive sloping pastoral character combined with the adjacent
woodland, its role separating Dursley and Cam, its visibility on the northern approach to the town
and its role as rural setting to the cemetery. Its value lies in its location in the AONB and association
and continuity with the escarpment.

White Consultants
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LANDSCAPE CONTEXT
National Character Area:
Landscape Character Type (SDC):
Landscape Character Type (GCC):
Landscape Character Area(GCC):
Historic Landscape Character:

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS
Landscape:
Historic:
Biodiversity:
Other (floodplain, PROWs):

White Consultants
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Cotswolds
Escarpment
Rolling Hills and Valleys
3b Stinchcombe and North Nibley
Irregular enclosure reflecting former unenclosed cultivation
patterns (more regular than the norm and including marginal
slopes)

Cotswolds AONB
Listed buildings to the north
None
Public footpaths running through the area and around the
fringes of the adjacent woods.
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Name:

Upper valley slopes pastures and grasslands

Photo: View of grass slopes beneath woodland from The Whiteway (Area 2D).

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:
A series of prominent pasture and rough grass enclosures on the upper valley slopes between the
settlement and woods.
KEY CHARACTERISTICS



Mix of outward facing steep slopes and small tributary valleys high on the River Ewelme
valley sides- falling from around 120m AOD to 95m AOD.
A series of pockets and areas of semi-improved rough grassland and pastures with some
bracken in places interspersed with settlement.



Small to medium-sized fields with a mix of hedge and fence boundaries.



The combination of open grassland with the backcloth of the adjacent woodland on steep
slopes forms a distinctive characteristic of the area.



Scattered small scale farms and cottages.



Outward facing slopes are more widely visible from the town and beyond. Area 2A forms
part of the channelled vista to the valley side from Parsonage Street. Area 2D forms part of
the view to the valley side above the Woodmancote Conservation Area from the
Whiteway/A4135.



The two side valleys (2A and 2B) feel secluded, highly enclosed and shaded by adjacent
woodland, but are visible from the hills to the east as well as from the adjacent Cotswold
Way and The Broadway respectively, especially in winter.



Area 2E extends out into the countryside to the east maintaining the continuity of
relationship with the woodland.



Located within the Cotswolds AONB.

White Consultants
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:
Evaluation:
High
Justification:
The sensitivity of these series of grass enclosures are in their distinctive characteristic relationship
with the upper valley woodlands as part of the backcloth to the settlement and valley, their wide
visibility and prominence in some cases, their respective visibility from Parsonage Street, Cotswold
Way, The Broadway and the Whiteway, the relationship with the Woodmancote Conservation Area
and their role as habitat for woodland edge species. Their value lies in their location within the
Cotswolds AONB.
LANDSCAPE CONTEXT
National Character Area:
Landscape Character Type (SDC):
Landscape Character Type (AONB):
Landscape Character Area(AONB):
Historic Landscape Character:

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS
Landscape:
Historic:
Biodiversity:
Other (floodplain, PROWs):

Cotswolds
Escarpment (2A)
Secluded valleys (2B- 2E)
Rolling Hills and Valleys
3B Stinchcombe and North Nibley character area
Western slopes- possibly early woodland cleared in the postmedieval period
Eastern slopes- Less irregular enclosure partly reflecting
former unenclosed cultivation patterns

Cotswolds
None
Edge grassland habitat adjacent to ancient woodland
none

Photo: View of Area 2A beneath the woodland from the Recreation Ground
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Photo: View of Area 2A beneath the woodland from Parsonage Street

Photo: View of Area 2B from Five Acres
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Name:

Wooded upper valley sides

Photo: View of wooded slopes east of the town- Folly Wood

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:
The woodlands are a highly distinctive and prominent continuous strip of ancient beech woodland
on the steep upper valley slopes. From north to south the woods include Sheep Path Wood (outside
the parish), Westfield Wood, Hermitage Wood, Dursley Wood, Folly Wood and Coopers Wood.
KEY CHARACTERISTICS


Steep upper valley sides rising from 110m AOD to 200m AOD linking into the Cotswold
escarpment slopes to the north west, with a disused quarries.



Continuous, sinuous ribbon of predominantly ancient woodland dominated by beech with
oak, ash and holly.



The woodland is a Key Wildlife Site.



The woodland forms a strong and highly distinctive backcloth to the valley and a strong
unbroken tree skyline.



Detached houses with large gardens lie at Stinchcombe on the ridge top.



Strong seasonal variation, being highly enclosed, green and cool in summer, with strong
autumn colour and loss of leaves allowing filtered views in and out in winter.



Many public rights of way crisscross the woodland.



Sculpture trail at Twinberrow Woods.



Located within the Cotswolds AONB.

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:
Evaluation:

White Consultants
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Justification:
The sensitivity of the area is its character as mature woodland forming a strong highly visible
backcloth to the valley on steep slopes. Its value lies in its location within the Cotswold AONB, its
status as ancient woodland, as a Key Wildlife Site and its significant community use for walking and
leisure.
LANDSCAPE CONTEXT
National Character Area:
Landscape Character Type (SDC):
Landscape Character Type (AONB):
Landscape Character Area(AONB):

Cotswolds
Escarpment to the north, Secluded Valleys for majority
Rolling Hills and Valleys
3B Stinchcombe and North Nibley character area

Historic Landscape Character:

Surviving early woodland

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS
Landscape:
Historic:
Biodiversity:
Other (floodplain, PROWs):

Cotswolds AONB
Ancient woodland
Key Wildlife Site
Many public footpaths and bridleways criss cross area

Photo: View within woodland along the Cotswold Way
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Name:

Hill top pasture

Photo: view from the ridge road to the golf course

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:
Large improved grassland field enclosed by woodland on gently sloping ridge top.
KEY CHARACTERISTICS



Gently sloping ridgetop falling from 185m AOD to 175m AOD.
Improved pasture/grassland with field boundaries removed to form large field bounded by
stone wall with trees along the minor road to the west and woodland/fence on the other
three sides.



A feeling of strong enclosure from the trees.



Relatively tranquil area away from development.



The openness of the field provides contrast to the enclosed woodland adjacent.



Located within the Cotswolds AONB.



Public access in adjacent woodland.

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:
Evaluation:
High
Justification:
The field is sensitive as it is unspoilt and lying in open countryside away from settlement on the
ridge top with a tranquil and simple, open character. Public rights of way lie adjacent and enjoy
views across it. Its value is that it lies within the Cotswolds AONB.
LANDSCAPE CONTEXT
National Character Area:
Landscape Character Type (SDC):
Landscape Character Type (AONB):
White Consultants

Cotswolds
Secluded Valleys
Rolling Hills and Valleys
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Landscape Character Area(AONB):
Historic Landscape Character:

3B Stinchcombe and North Nibley character area
Early woodland cleared in the post-medieval period

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS
Landscape:
Historic:
Biodiversity:
Other (floodplain, PROWs):

Cotswolds AONB
None
None
Public footpaths adjacent in woodland to north and south

White Consultants
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Name:

Castle Stream Farm valley side farmland

Photo: View north east across area towards Downham Hill

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:
An undulating valley side to the east of Dursley mainly of enclosed grassland fields with some arable
land and scattered settlement. Tree belts and high hedges tend to enclose the area although it is
visible from adjacent valley sides and nearby hills.
KEY CHARACTERISTICS




Undulating lower valley slopes falling from 95m AOD to 75m AOD with occasional springs,
forming a bowl to the south west and minor rounded spur to the north east which then links
into the smoother valley sides to the east.
Semi-improved grasslands, some cut and some rough, with a small amount of arable land.
Small to medium-sized fields with irregular boundaries and generally outgrown hedges.



Tree belts of secondary woodland lie within the area and to the west.



Public rights of way cross the area and there is informal access in fields adjacent to
Shakespeare Road.



The settlement pattern comprises of two small farm complexes and two pumping stations,
one prominent and converted to a dwelling.



There are extensive hardstandings and dumping including storage of vehicles and caravans
at Spring Farm although this is screened generally from the wider landscape.



The area feels enclosed, partly by the high hedges and tree belts, but also by the landform
of the valley.



Apart from the arable land, the management is low key.



The area is overlooked by the adjacent valley sides and hills to the north, especially
Downham Hill.



The easternmost fields lie within the Cotswolds AONB.

White Consultants
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:
Evaluation for housing:
Medium
Justification:
The sensitivity of the area is in its location adjacent to the open valley landscape to the east and
overlooked by the adjacent valley sides and Downham Hill, its prominent parts- particularly the
field south of Downham View and the fields further up the valley side to the south/south east, and
the woodland and hedges in the area which have some intrinsic sensitivity. The value of the area
lies in its location within the AONB to the east and its overall contribution to its setting. Whilst
these parts of the area have a higher sensitivity there is less sensitivity in the lower fields on
concave slopes, away from the AONB. Specifically these are the fields directly east, south and west
of the current pumping station and possibly the small field directly north of Castle Stream Farm
buildings. This would retain a field buffer with the AONB and avoid the other sensitive areas.
Evaluation for employment use:
High
Justification:
As with housing, the sensitivity of the area is in its location adjacent to the open valley landscape to
the east and overlooked by the adjacent valley sides and Downham Hill, its prominent partsparticularly the field south of Downham View and the fields further up the valley side to the
south/south east, and the woodland and hedges in the area which have some intrinsic sensitivity. In
addition, the area has additional sensitivity to employment uses due to the likely additional
prominence of the development type, the presence of slopes that would necessitate terracing to
accommodate the built form and infrastructure, the presence of housing receptors nearby and the
general pattern of employment uses of this scale being located away from this LCA in other parts of
the parish. This development type would therefore be out of character with the LCA. The value of
the area lies in its location within the AONB to the east and its overall contribution to its setting.
LANDSCAPE CONTEXT
National Character Area:
Landscape Character Type (SDC):
Landscape Character Type (GCC):
Landscape Character Area(GCC):
Landscape Character Area(AONB):
Historic Landscape Character:

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS
Landscape:
Historic:
Biodiversity:
Other (floodplain, PROWs):

White Consultants

Cotswolds
Secluded Valleys
Rolling Hills and Valleys
SV 13A Dursley, Cam and Uley Valley character area
3B Stinchcombe and North Nibley character area .
Irregular enclosure reflecting former unenclosed cultivation
patterns

Cotswolds AONB
(covers the eastern fields)
None
None
Public footpaths run through the area
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Photo: View of locally prominent field and converted pump house south of the Uley Road
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Name:

Sheephouse Farm valley side farmland

Photo: View of the area east of Dursley from Downham Hill

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:
Generally open rural countryside of pasture and arable fields running on the middle valley slopes
east of Dursley.
KEY CHARACTERISTICS



Sloping middle valley sides falling from 120m AOD to 85m AOD with occasional springs.
The slopes are simple to the west and more complex and undulating to the east.



A mix of simpler, larger arable fields to the west and smaller pasture fields with irregular
boundaries to the east.



A few scattered trees on trimmed hedge field boundaries and adjacent to the farm.



The only settlement is a small rural farm complex at Sheephouse Farm with associated
ponds.



A generally open, rural landscape enclosed by the steep wooded valley sides to the south
and the valley sides to the north.



Public footpaths run along and up the slopes.



There are fine views of the valley and hills within the area from the footpaths and Uley
Road and over the area from Downham Hill and the adjacent woods.



The area is generally tranquil away from the road and especially to the east and south.

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:
Evaluation:
High
Justification:
The sensitivity of the area is its character as an open, unspoilt pastoral and arable valley landscape
with superb views and overlooked by the adjacent valley sides and Downham Hill. The value of the
area lies in its location within the AONB.
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LANDSCAPE CONTEXT
National Character Area:
Landscape Character Type (SDC):
Landscape Character Type (AONB):
Landscape Character Area(AONB):
Historic Landscape Character:

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS
Landscape:
Historic:
Biodiversity:
Other (floodplain, PROWs):

Dursley Landscape Character Assessment

Cotswolds
Secluded Valleys
Rolling Hills and Valleys
3B Stinchcombe and North Nibley character area .
Less irregular enclosure partly reflecting former unenclosed
cultivation patterns

Cotswolds AONB
None
None
Public footpaths run through the area east/west and north
south

Photo: View east from public footpath close to the Uley Road
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Name:

River Ewelme valley floor and lower valley
sides

Photo: View east along the valley floor from Mill Farm (7A)

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:
Pastoral valley floor and lower valley sides of the River Ewelme enclosed by landform and trees,
particularly to the west, with a series of fine listed buildings along the river course.
KEY CHARACTERISTICS


Low-lying valley floor and lower valley sides between 65m AOD and 85m AOD with
occasional springs.



The watercourse of the River Ewelme which is natural and sinuous in parts and canalised
elsewhere e.g. around Mill Farm.



Pasture and grassland in small fields with low hedges and informal green space.



Trees, such as alder, associated with the majority of the river corridor, along some field
boundaries and in large gardens such as around Ferney Hill.



The area is enclosed primarily by landform to the east (Area 7A) and highly enclosed by
landform and trees centrally and to the west (Area 7B).



Settlement pattern of a series of listed buildings, some in large gardens, including Mill Farm
and Ferney Hill, Erwell House/Kinver Grange.



Secluded character in a series of intimate green spaces enjoyed through public access along
paths.



The western area is overlooked by the Cotswold Way to the north in views towards the town
and the church tower.



Dense built form of new housing estates on southern boundary.

White Consultants
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LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:
Evaluation:
High
Justification:
The sensitivity of the area lies in its role as an important green pastoral corridor along the edge of
the settlement with biodiversity value and recreational access and its secluded and enclosed
character with trees and various fine buildings. Its value lies in its location within or adjacent to the
Cotswolds AONB and in the listed buildings and structures.
LANDSCAPE CONTEXT
National Character Area:
Landscape Character Type (SDC):
Landscape Character Type (GCC):
Landscape Character Area(GCC):
Landscape Character Area(AONB):
Historic Landscape Character:

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS
Landscape:
Historic:
Biodiversity:
Other (floodplain, PROWs):

White Consultants

Cotswolds
Secluded Valleys
Rolling Hills and Valleys
SV 13A Dursley, Cam and Uley Valley character area
3B Stinchcombe and North Nibley character area
Irregular enclosure reflecting former unenclosed cultivation
patterns (more regular than the norm and including some rich
wet grassland)
Riverine pasture, probably meadows now largely enclosed

Cotswolds AONB
(to the east)
Listed buildings at Mill Farm and Ferney Hill environs
NInterest in watercourse and wet grassland
Public footpaths run along the valley and Cotswold Way lies
adjacent to the north west
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Photo: View west of Mill Farm from the public footpath towards Chestal

Photo: View over the river to valley side adjoining the Cotswold Way west of Ferney Hill
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Name:

Chestal parkland

Photo:

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION:
Parkland on prominent northern valley side with focal point of a listed house and specimen trees.
KEY CHARACTERISTICS



Spur and valley side to the north of Dursley falling from 95m AOD to 65m AOD on the River
Ewelme and tributary stream valley floor.
Generally open parkland and grassland grounds enclosed with parkland railings with
specimen deciduous and evergreen trees including cedars and giant redwoods.



Strong belt of deciduous trees on steeper slopes which also link into Ferney Hill just to the
south.



The fine listed house at Chestal forms the main visual focus occupying a commanding
position on higher ground overlooking the valley to the south.



The trees and grass parkland forms the skyline in many views from the valley floor and
lower sides.



Crossed by the Cotswold Way which enjoys views towards the opposite wooded valley sides
and the valley floor.



Views to the prominent parkland are possible from the Uley Road to the east, the open
upper valley sides to the south and from various parts of the town.

LANDSCAPE SENSITIVITY:
Evaluation:
High
Justification:
The sensitivity of the area lies in its open parkland character, the prominence of the valley sides,
the landmark of Chestal House with associated views towards it and from it, the specimen trees and
tree belts, the green skyline and the Cotswold Way running through the parkland. The value of the
White Consultants
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area lies in its location within the Cotswolds AONB and the listed building and structures at Chestal,
and their setting.

LANDSCAPE CONTEXT
National Character Area:
Landscape Character Type (SDC):
Landscape Character Type (AONB):
Landscape Character Area(AONB):
Historic Landscape Character:

CONSTRAINTS/DESIGNATIONS
Landscape:
Historic:
Biodiversity:
Other (floodplain, PROWs):

Cotswolds
Secluded Valleys
Rolling Hills and Valleys
3B Stinchcombe and North Nibley character area
Irregular enclosure reflecting former unenclosed cultivation
patterns (more regular than the norm and including some rich
wet grassland)

Cotswolds AONB
Chestal listed building
None
Cotswold Way passes through the area,

Photo: View of the parkland across the valley from the Uley Road
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5.

Town Character Areas

5.1.

The assessment is essentially concerned with the landscape character of the areas outside
the settlement. However, the town and its relationship with the landscape have been
described and can also be divided into different areas of broadly similar character. These
include the established town and the Littlecombe development site which will change
significantly in character over the coming years. These areas are defined and described
briefly and are located in Figure 7.
T1 Dursley core- Conservation Area

5.2.

The town Conservation Area includes most of the historic core of the settlement with most of
the key streets and buildings. The streets include Parsonage Street, Long Street, Silver Street
and Bull Pitch. The key buildings include St James Church, the Market House and the Priory.
The newer buildings such as Sainsbury’s and the swimming pool are noticeable large
structures. The area includes the majority of the commercial buildings and retail in the town
and shoppers and business people going about their business impart a brisk atmosphere. The
A4135 runs through the centre, avoiding part of Parsonage Street which is pedestrianised.
This contributes to the busy character and there is significant traffic at rush hours. It also
has a number of other effects on the town’s character. The diversion around Castle Street
means that the backs of buildings along Parsonage Street are exposed to view, with
unscreened car parks. Some buildings such as the BT building, exposed to view by the A4135,
are detractors. Whilst views are generally constrained and channelled in the traditional
streets, the A4135 opens out the urban form and allows wider views to the surrounding hills.
T2 Woodmancote Conservation Area

5.3.

This small Conservation Area includes a few listed houses with other dwellings along
Woodmancote and Nunnery Lane. These include the Weavers Cottages with their distinctive
large windows. The pattern differs from surrounding estate housing with a looser and more
varied incrementally developed form, with gaps and larger gardens in places. This allows and
complements views through to the adjacent pastures along Woodmancote.
T3 Dursley- broader settlement

5.4.

This area includes the vast bulk of the settlement. The built form ranges in age from areas
such as Hunger Hill through to recent estates at Forge Road and Downham View. With some
exceptions the majority of the area is housing, mainly in estates, with established gardens.
Some of the earlier housing areas have large gardens, such as at Highfields and south of
Kingshill Road. The former are being increasingly built on, modifying the area’s character.
Newer estates are being built at a generally higher density, such as around Victoria Close.
Isolated buildings of character are apparent, such as Kingshill House with its remnant
gardens, surrounded by housing. From many streets and roads, particularly those that run at
right angles to the valley, views of the valley sides and hills can be enjoyed.
T4 Dursley- Rednock School and Recreation ground environs

5.5.

This area has a much more open character than the rest of the town. Rednock School has
recently been constructed and lies in large grounds with trees, green spaces and playing
fields. The Recreation Ground is a simple open green space with pitches and play areas from
which there are wide views of the surrounding landscape including the valley sides. Houses
with large gardens lie to the east. To the south, there is the open Sainsbury’s car park which
allows views east to Peaked Down and the opposite valley sides.
T5 Littlecombe Development area

5.6.

The site comprises three distinct areas. There is the main valley floor site on which the
Listers factory lay. The large factory buildings have been removed and the bulk of the area
remains a combination of storage/derelict site although offices remain to the south and
newer employment buildings have been constructed to the north. The course of the River
Ewelme remains substantially culverted. To the west, there are distinct vegetated valley
sides, separating the main site from the town. These have been supplemented by further
tree planting. To the east, the valley side pastures are in the process of being developed for
housing. The development of the area over time will significantly change the character of
this part of the town and the parish landscape.
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Glossary of landscape character and visual terms
Term

Definition

Amenity Planting

planting to provide environmental benefit such as decorative or screen
planting.

Analysis

the process of dividing up the landscape into its component parts to gain
a better understanding of it.

Ancient Woodland

land continuously wooded since AD 1600. It is an extremely valuable
ecological resource, usually with a high diversity of flora and fauna.

Apparent

object visible in the landscape.

Approach

the step-by-step process by which landscape assessment is undertaken.

Arable

land used for growing crops other than grass or woody species.

Assessment

term to describe all the various ways of looking at, analysing, evaluating
and describing the landscape or assessing impacts on landscape and
visual receptors.

Biodiversity

the variety of life including all the different habitats and species in the
world.

Character

see landscape character.

Characteristics

elements, features and qualities which make a particular contribution to
distinctive character. *

Characterisation

the process of identifying areas of similar character, classifying and
mapping them and describing their character. *

Classification

concerned with dividing the landscape into areas of distinct,
recognisable and consistent common character in grouping areas of
similar character together. It requires the identification of patterns in
the landscape, created by the way the natural and human influences
interact and are perceived and experienced to create character in the
landscape.*

Compensation

the measures taken to offset or compensate for adverse effects that
cannot be mitigated, or for which mitigation cannot entirely eliminate
adverse effects.

Combined visibility and
effects

the observer is able to see two or more developments from one
viewpoint. This divided into ‘in combination’- several wind turbine
developments are within the observer’s arc of vision at the same time
OR ‘in succession’, where the observer has to turn to see various wind
turbine developments.
(in the context of describing a skyline)how varied or complicated the
skyline is from dead flat with even vegetation at one end of the scale to
mountainous with varied vegetation at the other.

Complexity

Conservation

the protection and careful management of natural and built resources
and the environment.

Consistent

relatively unchanging element or pattern across a given area of
landscape.

Cumulative Impacts

the changes caused by a proposed development in addition to other
similar developments or as the combined effect of a set of
developments, taken together. This may be an on-going process as new
applications are made. The assessment of these impacts (a CLVIA) is
normally carried out as part of an environmental impact assessment.

Cumulative
effects

landscape

cumulative effects as defined above on landscape can impact on either
the physical fabric, or character of the landscape.

Cumulative
effects

visual

cumulative effects as defined above on people who have differing
sensitivity depending on what they are doing and where they are
located.
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Term

Definition

Description

capturing the overall essence of the character of the landscape with
reference to geology, landform, landscape pattern, vegetation,
settlement, historical and cultural associations etc, drawing out the
ways in which these factors interact together and are perceived and
experienced and are associated with events and people.

Distinctiveness

see sense of place

Diversity

(in terms of the function of an area) the variety of different functions of
an area.

Dominant

main defining feature or pattern.

Effects, direct

where development lies within a landscape and physically removes or
affects an element or feature e.g. rocks, cliff, coastal vegetation,
watercourses, drainage

Effects, indirect

non-physical effects such as perceived change of character or from
associated development such as transport infrastructure

Elements

individual component parts of the landscape such as hedges, walls,
trees, fields.

Environmental Impact
Assessment

the process used for describing, analysing and evaluating the range of
environmental effects that are caused by a wind energy proposal.

Environmental
Statement
Features

the document supporting a planning application that sets out the
findings of the environmental impact assessment
particularly prominent or eye-catching elements such as churches,
castles, rock outcrops.

Field Boundary

the defined edge of a field eg fence, hedge, bank, ditch or wall.

Field Size

Large 2 Ha Above, Medium Around 1.5 Ha, Small Less Than 1 Ha.

Geology

the study of the origin, structure, composition and history of the Earth
together with the processes that have led to its present state.

Impact

used as part of overall term, as in EIA or LVIA, to help describe the
process of assessing potentially significant effects. See effects.

Improved (in relation
to soils or pasture)

addition of fertiliser and, in the case of pasture, reseeding with more
productive grass species.

Inherent

dictionary definition- ‘existing as an inseparable part’. In the context of
sensitivity means the sensitivity of the landscape zone itself with all its
component elements and features rather than its relationship with
adjacent zones.

Integrity

unspoilt by large-scale, visually intrusive or other inharmonious
development

Key characteristics

those combination of elements which help give an area its distinct sense
of place.

Landcover

combinations of natural and man-made elements including vegetation
that cover the land surface.

Landform

combinations of slope and elevation which combine to give shape and
form to the land.

Perception

perception combines the sensory (that which we receive through our
senses) with the cognitive (knowledge and understanding gained from
many sources and experiences).

Landscape

an area of land, as perceived by people, whose character results from
the actions and interactions of land with natural and/or human factors.

Landscape Capacity

the degree to which a particular landscape character type or area is able
to accommodate change of a particular type, scale and amount without
unacceptable adverse effects on its character.
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Term

Definition

Landscape
Capacity
Assessment/study

The process of describing, analysing and evaluating the landscape
capacity of an area. This is normally carried out as a strategic baseline
study for a local authority area.
landscape character is a distinct and recognisable pattern of elements in
the landscape that makes one landscape different from another, rather
than better or worse.

Landscape character

Landscape character
assessment (LCA)

LCA is the process of identifying and describing variation in the
character of the landscape, and using this information to assist in
managing change in the landscape. It seeks to identify and explain the
unique combination of elements and features that make seascape
distinctive. *

Landscape character
areas

these are single unique areas which are discrete geographical areas of a
particular landscape character. Each has its own individual character
and identity.

Landscape character
types

these are distinct types of landscape that are relatively homogenous in
character. They are generic in nature in that they may occur in
different locations but wherever they occur they share broadly similar
combinations of geology, topography and landcover characteristics.

Landscape guidelines

actions required to ensure that distinctive landscape character is
maintained, enhanced or if appropriate, changed through the creation of
new character.

Landscape quality

the physical state of the landscape. It includes the extent to which
typical character is represented in individual areas, sometimes referred
to as strength of character, the intactness of the landscape from visual,
functional and ecological perspectives and the condition or state of
repair of individual elements of the landscape.

Landscape Resource

the overall stock of the landscape and its component parts. (the
landscape considered as a measurable finite resource like any other e.g.
minerals, land, water).

Landscape sensitivity

the ability of the landscape to respond to and accommodate change. It
reflects character, the nature of change and the way both are perceived
and experienced by people.

Landscape Sensitivity
Assessment/study

the process of describing, analysing and evaluating the landscape
sensitivity of an area. This is normally carried out as a strategic baseline
study for a local authority area.
the relative value that is attached to different landscapes. A landscape
may be valued by different communities of interest for many different
reasons. These can include scenic beauty, tranquillity, wildness, special
cultural associations, the presence of conservation interests, rarity or
the existence of a consensus about importance, either nationally or
locally. Some areas will be designated to express their value. An
indication of how an area is valued may also be gained from observation
of how it is used- e.g. a popular path to a hilltop viewpoint.

Landscape value

Landscape and Visual
Impact Assessment
(LVIA)

is an established methodology which is used to assess the impact of the
development or other use change on seascape, landscape and visual
amenity. It includes analysis of the effects during the construction,
operation and decommissioning phases of the development, including
any restoration or after uses.

Magnitude of effect

degree of change

Micro-generation

very small scale power generation schemes, typically providing energy to
a single dwelling

Mitigation

measures including any process, activity or design to avoid, reduce or
remedy adverse effects of a development proposal. It does not include
compensation.
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Term

Definition

Mixed Farmland

a combination of arable and pastoral farmland

Mosaic

mix of different landcovers at a fine grain such as woodland, pasture
and heath.

Objective

method of assessment in which personal feelings and opinions do not
influence characterisation or judgements.

Perceived effects
Physiography

The perceptions of the impact on the landscape by people who know of
other developments even when they cannot see them.
expression of the shape and structure of the land surface as influenced
both by the nature of the underlying geology and the effect of
geomorphological processes.

Polygon

discrete digitised area in a geographic information system(GIS).

Prominent

noticeable feature or pattern in the landscape.

Protect

to keep from harm.

Qualities

aesthetic (objective visible patterns)or perceptual ( subjective responses
by the landscape assessor) attributes of the landscape such as those
relating to scale or tranquillity respectively.

Receptor, visual

people in different situations who can experience views within an area
and who may be affected by change or development. Receptors can
include users of public rights of way, open access land, people in and
around their own homes and tourists.

Receptor, landscape

landscape character areas, designations, elements or features which
may be affected by development.

Remoteness

physical isolation, removal from the presence of people, infrastructure
(roads and railways, ferry and shipping routes) and settlement and
noise.

Renewable Energy

collective term for energy flows that occur naturally and repeatedly in
the environment without significant depletion of resources. It includes
energy derived by the sun, such as wind, solar hot water, solar electric
(photo-voltaics), hydro power, wave, tidal, biomass, biofuels, and from
geothermal sources, such as ground source heat pumps.
see landscape resource.

Resource
Sensory

that which is received through the senses i.e. sight, hearing, smell,
touch.

Scenic quality

landscape with scenes of a picturesque quality with aesthetically
pleasing elements in composition (derived from LANDMAP visual and
sensory aspect).

Semi-natural
vegetation

theoretically any type of vegetation that has been influenced by human
activities, either directly or indirectly. The term is usually applied to
uncultivated areas managed at a low intensity such as heathland, herb
and fern, rough grassland, wetland/mire, scrub and woodland.

Sense Of Place

the character of a place that makes it locally identifiable or distinctive
i.e. different from other places. Some features or elements can evoke a
strong sense of place eg islands, forts, vernacular architecture

Sequential cumulative
visual effects

where the observer has to move to a series of viewpoints to see
different developments. This can be frequently sequential where
features appear with short time lapses in between to occasionally
sequential where there are long time lapses between locations where
wind turbines are visible.
the surroundings in which the asset is experienced. Its extent is not
fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements
of a setting may make a positive or a negative contribution to an asset,

Setting, of a heritage
asset
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may affect the ability to appreciate that significance or may be neutral.
Term

Definition

Significance/
significant effect

in environmental impact assessment- the importance of an effect. A
significant effect needs to be taken into account in decision-making.

Subjective

method of assessment in which personal views and reaction are used in
the characterisation process.

Topography

term used to describe the shape of geological features of the Earth's
surface e.g. mountains, hills, valleys, plains.

Unity

consistency of pattern over a wide area i.e. the repetition of similar
elements, balance and proportion, scale and enclosure.

Value

see landscape value

Viewing distance

The distance between the eye and an image/visualisation of a
development.

Visibility in succession

Where the observer at a static viewpoint has to turn to see various wind
turbine developments.
the likely visual effects undergone by people that would result from a
development proposal or change in land management.

Visual Effects
Wind Energy
Development

development consisting of one or more wind turbines, access tracks,
ancillary buildings, substation, anemometer masts and supporting
infrastructure.

ZTV

ZTV or ZVI (Zone of Visual Influence) analysis is the process of
determining the visibility of an object in the surrounding landscape. The
process is objective in which areas of visibility or non-visibility are
determined by computer software using a digital elevation dataset. The
output from the analysis is used to create a map of visibility.

* An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment, Natural England, (2014).

White Consultants

42

Final/191115

Future Dursley NDP

Dursley Landscape Character Assessment

APPENDIX 3

White Consultants

43

Final/191115

Future Dursley NDP

Dursley Landscape Character Assessment

References
References include:


Environment and Green Spaces report, October 2014



Early Consultation Response Report, May – September 2014



Consultation Responses Record from Dursley Town Festival June 2015



Draft Vision and Objectives for NDP



Dursley and Cam History Society website, http://www.dursleyglos.org.uk/, Andy
Barton.



Dursley listed buildings, DoE, Glos, 1986



Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA) Edition 3, April 2013.



Gloucestershire Historic Landscape Character assessment, Gloucestershire County
Council 2006.



The Cotswolds, Brian Smith, 1976, updated 1992.



Stroud landscape character assessment, Stroud District, 2000.



Landscape Character Assessment Guidance for England and Scotland, Natural
England, 2014.



Landscape character assessment of
Partnership, 2003.



Landscape character assessment of the areas outside the Cotswold AONB,
Gloucestershire County Council, 2006.



National Character Areas profile, Cotswolds, Natural England.



Topic Paper 6, Landscape Sensitivity and Capacity, Countryside Agency, 2004.

White Consultants

44

the

Cotswold

AONB, Cotswolds AONBs

Final/191115

Future Dursley NDP

Dursley Landscape Character Assessment

APPENDIX 4

White Consultants

45

Final/191115

Landscape Character and Sensitivity Assessment

Method

Method for landscape character assessment
1.1.

The method for the assessment of landscape character and the sensitivity of landscape
to development have been developed to reflect current guidance, in particular, An
Approach to Landscape Character Assessment Guidance, Natural England, 2014, Topic
Paper 6, Countryside Agency, 2002 and Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact
Assessment (GLVIA) Edition 3, April 2013.

1.2.

The landscape character assessment is at a local level working within the context of the
district, county and national character assessments. The assessment of overall sensitivity
is based on the sensitivity (or susceptibility) of different character areas to housing
development, and their value.

1.3.

This study is a technical exercise and the report uses a number of technical terms for
precision and as a means for reaching conclusions. These terms are defined in the
Glossary in Appendix 1.
Definition of Landscape

1.4.

The European Landscape Convention (ELC) was signed up to by the UK government in
2006 and has to be implemented and incorporated into policy. The ELC states that
‘landscape means an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the
action and interaction of natural and/or human factors’. It acknowledges ‘that the
landscape is an important part of the quality of life for people everywhere: in urban
areas and in the countryside, in degraded areas as well as in areas of high quality, in
areas recognised as being of outstanding beauty as well as everyday areas’.

1.5.

The implementation of the ELC will mean that ‘All England’s diverse landscapes are
valued and well looked after, providing a sense of place and identity relevant to
people’s lives, and that their complex ecosystems function well. All landscapes will be
more effectively planned, well designed and sensitively managed with people in mind’
(The European Landscape Convention- A Framework for Implementation, Natural England
(2007)).

1.6.

Natural England have prepared a diagram to explain what makes up landscape (2014).
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1.7.

The purpose of the landscape character assessment is to assist with the formulation of
the Neighbourhood Development Plan. It therefore concentrates on characterising the
landscapes around the settlement. A sensitivity assessment of those LCAs is then carried
out. To complement this core assessment, the character of the town and the surrounding
context of the Parish are also considered.

1.8.

A summary of the method is set out below.

Box 1: Summary of study method
THIS ASSESSMENT

SEPARATE ASSESSMENTS

Desk Study

National Character Areas

Review of policy and other studies

Defines and describes Character
Areas at a national level, sets out
attributes, opportunities and key
facts.

Review of method

Desk study of settlement and
surrounding landscape

Stroud District, Cotswold AONB
and Gloucestershire County
Landscape Assessments

Identify relevant landscape
character , HLC, designations/
constraints information and use

Define Landscape Character Areas
(LCAs) at a broad county level and
assess character.

Define local landscape character
areas

Historic Landscape Character
(HLC) Assessment

Divide the area into smaller units
with consistent character

Divides landscape up into areas of
similar historic pattern.

Identify relevant constraints

Site survey
Visit the area and its environs to
understand context
Visit each local landscape character
area either note the following:
Landscape and visual
characteristics
Key views
Tranquillity
Relationship between site and
settlement
Visual receptors

Assessment of landscape
character and sensitivity
Use of data gathered and judgement
bringing all factors together.
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1.9.

Method

The assessment has been undertaken by a Chartered Landscape Architect with over 30
years experience, who is a Member of the Landscape Institute.
Method for landscape character assessment

1.10.

The assessment is undertaken by conducting a desktop study of Ordnance Survey maps,
aerial photographs, historical maps, existing landscape character assessments, historic
landscape character assessments and constraints information eg Conservation Areas and
landscape designations. The landscape within the study area is divided into broadly
homogenous units of character. This is followed by a site survey to broadly verify
characteristics and boundaries and to record the aesthetic and perceptual aspects eg
views, tranquillity etc.

1.11.

Areas of similar landscape character are identified by assessing a combination of:
 Physical influences – geology, soils, landform, drainage and water bodies;
 Landcover, including different types of vegetation and patterns and types of tree
cover;
 Cultural influences i.e. human activity, including land use and management, the
character of settlements and buildings, and pattern and type of fields and
enclosure;
 Aesthetic and perceptual characteristics including scale, complexity, openness,
tranquillity and wildness;
 The overall character of the landscape including sense of place.
Method for sensitivity assessment

1.12.

Natural England/Countryside Agency guidance is pertinent to strategic level studies such
as this but is dated. A review is being carried out and revision expected in 2016. Practice
has moved on through experience and testing although many of the key principles
remain. The 2013 GLVIA is relevant as, whilst it is intended for use in the preparation
and review of landscape and visual impact assessments relating to specific
developments, its definition of sensitivity and how it is arrived at has to be taken into
account. This study therefore seeks to be consistent with it, and relevant and applicable
to development management as well as to potential site allocation in the future.

Types of development assessed
1.13.

Assessing landscape sensitivity to different development types is a complex
process. The most useful for a study of this nature is consideration of housing
and employment uses. Other uses, such as community facilities, may be
considered in terms of their similarity to the size and scale of the housing and
employment descriptions below. However, where these are special one-off
developments which cannot be adequately defined, these should be considered
on a case by case basis.

1.14.

Housing is taken to be low rise housing around 8m high at medium-low densities
ranging from small through to larger estate developments of a size that might be
expected to be allocated in a local development plan. The use class is C3.

1.15.

Employment development is taken to mean medium scale business, commercial
or hotel development or specialised housing accommodation on a larger block
format. The depth of office buildings would typically be expected to be around
15-20m and industrial/ warehouse uses a maximum of around 35m. Heights may
exceed 8m with office blocks upto 3 storeys high and industrial units upto 12m
to ridge. The use classes included are B1, B2, B8 and C1.

1.16.

The sensitivity to small scale employment built form where the floor plan and
height is similar to housing and with low key environmental impact such as
noise, dust etc and limited signage/storage etc within the B1 use class could, in
some cases, be considered in the same way as housing capacity. An example may
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be small scale craft units or offices. It will be a matter of judgement depending
on the character and location of the proposals and the site.
1.17.

Any development carried out would be expected to meet the standards set out
by the local planning authority and be consistent with its policies. It should
ensure that the relationship between it and the settlement and the surrounding
landscape is positive and demonstrates or reflects some of the essential qualities
and local characteristics of the Cotswolds and environs.
Sensitivity definition and factors

1.18.

Overall sensitivity is taken to mean the sensitivity of the landscape to a given type of
change, namely residential development. The judgement is arrived at by combining
value with sensitivity (or susceptibility) to change. The initial sensitivity assessment

is for housing use. Employment use is considered as to whether the same factors
apply and if the sensitivity is at the same level. The criteria informing these are
discussed in the following paragraphs. The sensitivity of landscape character is derived
from assessing its susceptibility to the type of change or development proposed and the
value attached to the landscape. The factors which make landscape more or less
sensitive to housing development include:
 Topographic form
 Landscape pattern, use and origin
 Settlement pattern
 Characteristics of the site including on site features
 Sense of enclosure
 Function of the site
 Water
 Nature of the skyline
 Key views
 Intervisibility
 Noise sources
 Tranquillity
 Functional relationship of the area with surroundings and the built-up area
 Visual relationship of area with surroundings and the built-up area
 Reliance on adjacent areas based on function or visual characteristics
 The nature of the settlement edge
 Visual receptors- numbers and sensitivity
1.19.

The factors underpinning the landscape value of the site include:
 Designations in and around the site for landscape eg national or local, cultural
heritage ie historic or archaeological, or for biodiversity.
 Indications of local or community interest or use eg local green spaces, village
greens, allotments, area used for recreation where the landscape is important.
 Culture- art and literature, tourism or promotional literature including key views
 Local conservation and/or landscape objectives
 Assessment of integrity/condition, scenic quality, sense of place/ character,
rarity, representativeness, perceptual qualities eg tranquillity.
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1.20.

Consideration of the effect of development at a scale suitable for a site allocation and
with mitigation to a good standard.

1.21.

The sets of factors are combined and judgements are made. These are not based on a
mathematical adding up. Some factors will be more important than others in different
sites. For instance, the function of an area in separating settlements may be considered
very important and make it susceptible and therefore sensitive to development even if it
is of limited inherent landscape value. A justification is given as to why it is considered
that an area has a particular sensitivity.

1.22.

The initial sensitivity assessment is for housing use. Employment use is then considered
as to whether the same factors apply and if the sensitivity is at the same level. If the
sensitivity evaluation and justification to both types of development is considered to be
relevant the text is combined. If the sensitivity to the housing and employment use is
considered to be different the text relating to sensitivity is separated.

1.23.

The calibration of the sensitivity is given on a five point scale in order to reflect the
range of situations (see Table 1).
Table 1 Landscape Character Area (LCA) Sensitivity Calibration

Level

Definition

Low

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are robust or degraded
and/or its values are low and it can accommodate the relevant type of
development without significant character change or adverse effects.
Thresholds for significant change are very high.

Medium/
low

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are resilient to change
and/or its values are medium/low or low and it can accommodate the relevant
type of development in many situations without significant character change or
adverse effects. Thresholds for significant change are high.

Medium

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are susceptible to change
and/or its values are medium/low through to high/medium and/or it may have
some potential to accommodate the relevant type of development in some
defined situations without significant character change or adverse effects.
Thresholds for significant change are intermediate.

High/
medium

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are vulnerable to change
and/or its values are medium through to high and it can accommodate the
relevant type of development only in defined limited situations without
significant character change or adverse effects. Thresholds for significant
change are low.

High

Landscape and/or visual characteristics of the LCA are very vulnerable to change
and/or its values are high or high/medium and it is unable to accommodate the
relevant type of development without significant character change or adverse
effects. Thresholds for significant change are very low.
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107. Cotswolds
Supporting documents

Introduction & Summary

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Analysis

Summary
The Cotswolds form the best-known section of the predominantly oolitic
Jurassic Limestone belt that stretches from the Dorset coast to Lincolnshire.
The dominant pattern of the Cotswold landscape is of a steep scarp crowned
by a high, open wold; the beginning of a long and rolling dip slope cut by a
series of increasingly wooded valleys. The scarp provides a backdrop to the
major settlements of Cheltenham, Gloucester, Stroud and Bath and provides
expansive views across the Severn and Avon Vales to the west. Smaller towns
and villages nestle at the scarp foot, in the valley bottoms and on the gentler
valley sides at springlines. Scattered hamlets and isolated farmsteads are
found on the higher ground. The limestone creates a strong sense of place
and unity which carries through to the buildings and walls which have been
built using local limestone for centuries. The distinctive character of the area
is reflected in its designation as the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty, with sixty five percent of the NCA being covered by this designation.

Important habitats include unimproved limestone grassland along the scarp,
for example Rodborough Common Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and wet
meadows with alder and willow and springline flushes. Two further SAC are
also designated: Cotswold Beechwoods SAC and Bath and Bradford-on-Avon
Bats SAC. Steeply-incised stream and river valleys cut through the north-westfacing scarp, flowing westwards towards the Severn. The watercourses of the
dip slope provide the headwaters of the Thames and flow eastwards within
broad shallow valleys, and these rivers and underlying aquifer are an important
supply of high-quality water for populations within and around the area.
The area has a rich history, with nationally and internationally important
evidence of prehistoric, Roman, medieval and later settlement in the form
of archaeological sites, historic buildings and the wider historic landscape.
Roman roads are prominent, including the Fosse Way which extends from
north to south through the whole area.
It is a notable visitor destination and
has a longstanding reputation as the
‘quintessential English landscape’.
96
Dunsmore
& Feldon

NCA 107 boundary

Nationally important beech woods feature in the landscape and are a notable
feature on the scarp edge and in a number of the incised valleys. Mixed oak
woodlands are concentrated on the upper slopes of valleys and on the flat
high wold tops. Woodlands can contain a wide and notable range of calcicole
shrubs and ground flora. Parkland and estates are characteristic of the area.
Farming is mixed, with much of the high wold dominated by arable on thin,
brashy soils prone to erosion. Pasture is predominant in the valleys, and in
particular on steeper slopes and on more clayey soils. Meadows and treelined watercourses are found along the valley bottoms.
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Note: In most instances, the NCA boundary is not
precisely mapped and should be considered as a
zone of transition between NCAs.
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Introduction & Summary

Description

Opportunities

Key facts
and data

Landscape
change

Statements of Environmental Opportunities:
■■ SEO 1: Protect and enhance the highly distinctive farmed landscape,
retaining the balance between productive arable, pastoral and wooded
elements and the open, expansive views particularly from the scarp, high
wold and dip slope.
■■ SEO 2: Safeguard and conserve the historic environment, cultural heritage
and geodiversity that illustrate the history, evolution, foundations, land
use and settlement of the Cotswolds landscape, and enable access to and
interpretation of the relationship between natural processes and human
influences.
■■ SEO 3: Protect, maintain and expand the distinctive character of the
Cotswolds and the network of semi-natural and arable habitats, including
limestone grassland, beech woods and wetlands along streams and rivers,
to enhance water quality, strengthen ecological and landscape connectivity,
support rare species and allow for adaptation to changes in climate.
■■ SEO 4: Safeguard and manage soil and water resources, allowing naturally
functioning hydrological processes to maintain water quality and supply;
reduce flooding; and manage land to reduce soil erosion and water
pollution and to retain and capture carbon.

Cotswolds field pattern seen at Longborough.
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Rolling Hills and Valleys

3 R O L L I N G H I L L S A N D VA L L E Y S
Character Areas
3A
3B

Ozleworth Bottom and Lower Kilcott
Stinchcombe and North Nibley

• fields generally small-scale, mainly enclosed with
hedgerows, with hedgerow trees being frequent on
valley slopes;
• post and wire fences frequent throughout the landscape;
• contrasting settlement pattern with larger settlements
with more pronounced urban influences at valley
mouths, and smaller and deeply rural settlements
along valley bottoms and stream sides, and upper
valley slopes; and
• roads located along valley bottoms and sides with
a number cutting across the slopes, often sunken
between high banks.

Landscape Character

Key Characteristics
• Relatively enclosed and secluded ‘secret’ character in
upper sections of valleys and narrow valley bottoms;
• broader and more open valley form and developed
character where valleys meet the vale;
• steep sided concave valleys with steeper upper slopes
often dominated by woodland;
• valleys drained by several tributary streams flowing into
the Little Avon River before entering the River Severn;
• area principally under pastoral use, together with some
scattered areas under arable cultivation, mainly within
the valley slopes and bottom. Areas of rough scrubby
pasture often evident on upper slopes;

The Rolling Hills and Valleys comprise an area of valley
complexes that are narrow at source, broadening when
joining the surrounding Unwooded Vale and separated by
relatively narrow, and often open spurs of land supporting
areas of pasture and calcareous grassland. Between
Hillesley and Uley a series of valleys encroach into and
breach the escarpment. As a result, it is less well defined
than other stretches to the north and south, appearing
as a complex of rolling hills and ridgelines separating
numerous deep valleys.
The valleys are drained by small, fast flowing pebbly
streams that rise from springlines and wet flushes on the
steep upper slopes and drain into the Severn Vale to the
west of the AONB. Land use within the area is dominated
by pastoral fields grazed by sheep, enclosed by a network
of hedgerows with hedgerow trees, and on occasions, post
and wire fences. Hedgerow trees contribute to the overall
wooded feel of the valleys, which contain extensive
woodland, particularly on the steep upper slopes and
valley rims.

Landscape Character Assessment
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The settlement pattern within the Rolling Hills and Valleys
is diverse, responding to topography and drainage, with
the principal areas of development located in the broad
valley mouths adjacent to the Vale, and also along the
narrower valley floors exploiting the lower valley sides and
close proximity to springlines. Development in these areas
consists mainly of dispersed linear hamlets with occasional
examples that are organic in form. Often the springline is
also a location for medieval manor houses and associated
villages, with scattered individual dwellings located along
a network of minor roads on the lower valley slopes. A
number of dispersed hamlets are also found on the valley
sides and crests of the rolling hills and valleys.
This is an area of contrasting character although unified by
the continuity of the valley form. The physical enclosure
and remoteness of the upper sections of the valleys and
valleys bottoms, sometimes accessible only on foot, impart
a secluded and ‘secret’ character. In contrast, the lower
sections of the valleys at the transition with the Vale have
a more developed and urban character, with settlement
encroaching onto the valley sides, as well as bottom.

Physical Influences
The alternating layers of Oolitic Limestone and
sandstones, and underlying Lias Group, sandstones and
mudstones, and Marlstone Rock Formation have been
eroded by a dendritic river system to form distinctive
concave valleys, which although narrow at source,
broaden and open out onto the surrounding Vale
landscape (Landscape Character Type 19: Unwooded
Vale). The valleys have been cut into what would once
have been the face of the escarpment to create a series
of valleys surrounded by spurs of land extending from the
surrounding High Wold and High Wold Dip-Slope. Where
the Oolitic Limestone and sandstone forms the upper
valley sides, steeper slopes have formed creating an abrupt
break of slope with the surrounding High Wold and High
Wold Dip-Slope. Deposits of alluvial clay, sand and gravel
can be found along the floor of the tributary valleys.
Draining the Rolling Hills and Valleys are a number of
tributary streams that flow in both a north-westerly and
south-westerly direction to enter the Little Avon River
before reaching the River Severn, west of the AONB. The
steeper upper slopes and hill tops of this Landscape Type
reach a height of up to 160m AOD and the valleys fall as
low as 60m AOD where they meet the surrounding vale.
The steep sides of the valley create a sense of seclusion,
which diminishes in closer proximity of the vale.
Within the hills and valleys extensive woodland is
characteristic, particularly on the steep upper slopes and
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around the valley rims. In places, indigenous broadleaved
woodland creates hangers with many of the areas also
identified as Ancient Woodland.
Grazing pasture predominates with scrubby areas located
on steeper slopes and occasional arable fields that are
enclosed by a network of hedgerows and post and wire
fences. Hedgerow trees are common, particularly on the
valley slopes, increasing the wooded feel and sense of
enclosure within the valleys. Fields under arable production
are generally larger than those used for pastoral purposes
and field amalgamation is apparent. The valley bottoms are
typically unimproved or semi-improved pasture, often with
rich streamside flora and lines of willow and alder, although
surrounding pasture can be rushy in places. Significant
blocks of calcareous grassland can also be found, both on
the plateau areas of the hilltops and on the valley sides.

Human Influences
It is likely that within the Rolling Hills and Valleys, as with
many other areas of the Cotswolds, that there has been
continuous human habitation since the prehistoric period.
The valleys with their plentiful supply of fresh running
water, productive land and sheltered locations are likely
to have provided ideal areas in which communities could

Rolling Hills and Valleys

settle. The close proximity of numerous long barrows
located on adjacent areas of High Wold reinforces the idea
that such places have been inhabited for a significant time
period. However, it is likely that much of the evidence
of such settlement has been obscured by more recent
development, with the exception of strip lynchets and
motte and bailey castles that occur on the edge of the
Landscape Type, for example at Newington Bagpath and
Lasborough. A number of historic parks and gardens can
also be found within the area including Owlpen Manor,
Ozleworth Park, Newark Park and Stancombe Park.

a number of smaller watercourses; and the valley in which
Lower and Upper Kilcott are situated, again containing
a main stream fed by several smaller tributaries.
The majority of the area is pastoral land and grazed by
sheep. There are, however, scattered areas of arable land.
Hedgerows create the most dominant field boundary with
scattered hedgerows trees which become more frequent
on the valley sides and when in close proximity to
woodland blocks. In areas the hedgerows have been
reinforced with wooden post fencing. Post and wire fences
can also be found scattered throughout the landscape.

The Rolling Hills and Valleys support a variety of
settlement patterns. The distribution of settlement
generally reflects topography and drainage with more
dense development occurring at the mouth of the valleys
where they open onto the surrounding vale landscape.
In more rural areas, settlement tends to be concentrated
towards the valley rims or gentler valley slopes. Both
organic and dispersed linear settlement patterns are
evident along the valley bottoms, although scattered
dwellings are also located along valley roads.
The valleys are well served by communications, with many
lanes twisting along the valley bottoms and valley sides.
These ancient lanes are often sunken between high banks
and surrounded by overgrown coppice and stone walls.
The overhanging woodland often located along such roads
forms characteristic tunnels of vegetation.

Character Areas
3A
Ozleworth Bottom and Lower Kilcott
This Character Area comprises one of the most sparsely
populated sections of the Rolling Hills and Valleys
Landscape Type. The area consists of two main valleys;
Ozleworth Bottom which contains a main stream fed by

Woodland planting within the valleys is extensive, in
particular on the valley rims and upper slopes, although
in areas it also extends along the course of the stream
such as in West Wood, Bangel Wood and Midger Wood,
which is also designated as a SSSI. The majority of
woodland contains broadleaved species, with the
exception of a significant coniferous block at Wortley Hill
and smaller areas around Alderley Wood and Lasborough
Park. A large area of calcareous grassland can also be
found within Lasborough Park. Lining the course of the
fast flowing stream in the valley bottom are alder trees,
contributing to the overall wooded feel of the valley.
Development and infrastructure within the Character Area
is very limited. The valley bottoms generally contain the
main communication routes, connecting dispersed linear
hamlets and isolated dwellings primarily located along the
course of the stream. A number of minor roads also cut up
the steep valleys sides, however, providing access to small
hamlets on the steep upper slopes such as Upper Kilcott
and Newington Bagpath. There is also evidence of new
development around Alderley Wood.
Some notable parks and gardens form distinctive features
within the valleys, including Lasborough Park, Ozleworth
Park and Newark Park, of which the latter is Grade II listed
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with a 16th century deer park and house and 18th century
landscaped grounds. Both Lasborough Park and Ozleworth
Park occupy the lower valley slopes, although Lasborough
Park also extends to the edges of the High Wold DipSlope. Newark Park, however, is located on the upper
slopes with the house having expansive views over the
valley. Motte and bailey castles on the edge of the
Character Area, at Newington Bagpath and Lasborough,
also overlook the valley. Their location may be indicative
of a key historic route from the Vale to the High Wold.
3B
Stinchcombe and North Nibley

settlement along the northern valley side. There are also
a number of small villages and hamlets within the Character
Area such as North Nibley and Stinchcombe, dispersed
along B4060, and situated on the break of slope below
the escarpment and above the hummocky undulating land
on the boundary of the area. Located along the same road
are a number of individual dwellings and more minor roads
leading to hamlets such as Forthay and Pit Courts located
within the valley bottom. The network of minor roads
extends not only along the valley floor, but also up the
valley slopes onto surrounding areas of the High Wold.
The only ‘A’ road within the area is the A4135, cutting
through Folly Wood on on the hilltop north of Waterley
Bottom before descending down the hillside into Dursley.
Woodland in the Character Area is extensive with the
majority containing broadleaved species with significant
areas of ancient woodland, although coniferous planting is
extensive in Westridge Wood. The hilltop plateaux generally
remain open with no woodland cover and in areas such as
Stinchcombe Hill calcareous grassland predominates,
sections of which are also designated as a SSSI.

The Stinchcombe and North Nibley Character Area lies close
to the western edge of the AONB around the settlement
of Dursley, located outside of the AONB. Land use within
the Character Area is similar to the Ozleworth Bottom and
Lower Kilcott Character Area, comprising mainly pastoral
land grazed by sheep with scattered areas of arable land
and scrub, and enclosed mainly by a network of hedgerows
and hedgerow trees. The two principal valleys of Tyley
Bottom and Waterley Bottom, drained by several tributary
streams, again display a comparable landform pattern.
Within the broad similarity of character, differences arise
from the disposition of settlements and woodland cover,
and local features in the landscape.
Settlement within the Stinchcombe and North Nibley
Character Area is more extensive, including the settlement
of Wotton-under-Edge located where the valley of Tyley
Bottom opens onto the Vale, and Uley, which has
developed on the lower valley slopes of the most northern
valley. Wotton-under-Edge has developed in a clustered
form with small extensions along the valley floor such as
Coombe. The settlement comprises traditional stone built
dwellings together with modern infill development that cuts
into the hillside. Uley, however, has developed as a linear
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There are a number of features of interest in the area
including historic parks and gardens such as Stancombe
Park, a Grade I 19th century park and garden, and Owlpen
Manor, a Tudor manor dating back to 1450 located within
the secluded hamlet of Owlpen, adjacent to the springline.
Other historic features include strip lynchets north of
Holywell on the steep upper slopes of the valley side.
Overlooking the area from the surrounding High Wold
landscape, the Uley Bury Iron Age hill fort, and a number
of long barrows, provide evidence that the hills and valleys
have been settled for a significant time period. The Tyndale
monument on Nibley Knoll is a prominent local landmark.
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Landscape Character Type:
ROLLING HILLS AND VALLEYS

5.13

CHARACTER AREAS
SV 13A

Dursley, Cam and Uley Valley

13A

5.13.1 Key Characteristics
•

A generally enclosed and secluded 'secret' character in the
upper sections of valleys and within the narrow valley bottoms;

•

Broader and more open valley form and developed character
where the valleys meet the Severn Vale;

•

Elevated views over the vale landscape are possible from the
western and northern limits of the landscape type within the
Severn Vale study area;

•

Woodland is limited beyond the adjoining Cotswolds AONB,
although in the wider landscape type the steep sided concave
valleys frequently have woodland dominating the steeper upper

5.13.2 Landscape Character

slopes;

A small part of The Severn Vale study area forms part of the Rolling
Hills and Valleys landscape type which is identified and fully

•

Valleys drained by several tributary streams that flow into the
Little Avon River and River Cam before entering the River
Severn;

•

described in the Cotswolds AONB LCA. The area forms the
northern limit of the type and extends across the escarpment
footslopes from the north west of Dursley up to the M5 motorway,

Area largely under pastoral use, with occasional areas under

and to the east of Cam. The settlement of Dursley is also included

arable cultivation, confined largely to the valley slopes and

in this area and forms the western limit of the incised Uley Valley.

bottom. Areas of scrubby pasture often evident on some upper

The prominent landforms of Cam Long Down and Peaked Down

slopes;

Outliers define the southern limit of the area. Although the
landscape is less elevated and dissected as the valley re-entrants

•

Fields are generally small to medium scale, enclosed by

into the escarpment, the area nevertheless displays the

hedgerows with hedgerow trees frequent on valley slopes and

characteristics of the rolling landform associated with this type.

post and wire fences;
For completion and consitency with the LCA process, the entire
•

•

Larger settlements with more pronounced urban influences are

landscape type within which this area of land is located is described

frequently located at valley mouths, with smaller, rural

below, with cross refrence to the full description in the Cotswolds

settlements along valley bottoms and stream sides and upper

AONB LCA. In order to inform the description of the character

valley slopes; and

area, however, more specific features associated with this

Roads located along valley bottoms and tops, frequently cutting
across the slopes.

transitional landscape at the foot of the dissected escarpment are
also examined.
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Landscape Character Type:
ROLLING HILLS AND VALLEYS

The Rolling Hills and Valleys comprise an area of valley complexes

the surrounding High Wold and High Wold Dip-Slope. Deposits of

that are narrow at source, broadening when joining the surrounding

alluvial clay, sand and gravel can be found along the floor of the

Unwooded Vale and separated by relatively narrow, and often open

tributary valleys.

spurs of land supporting areas of pasture and calcareous
grassland. Between Hillesley and Uley a series of valleys
encroach into and breach the escarpment. As a result, the
escarpment is less well defined than other stretches to the north
and south, appearing as a complex of rolling hills and ridgelines
separating numerous deeply incised valleys.
The valleys are drained by small, fast flowing streams that rise
from springlines and wet flushes on the steep upper slopes and
drain into the Severn Vale. Land use within the area is dominated
by pastoral fields grazed by sheep, enclosed by a network of
hedgerows with hedgerows trees, and on occasions, post and wire
fences. Hedgerow trees contribute to the overall wooded feel of

The Rolling Hills and Valleys are drained by a number of tributary
streams that flow in both a north-westerly and south-westerly
direction to join the Little Avon River for the southern section of this
type, and the River Cam for the northern section. Both these rivers
drain into the River Severn.
The steeper upper slopes and hill tops of this Landscape Type
reach a height of up to 160m AOD and the valleys and escarpment
footslopes fall as low as 50m AOD where they meet the
surrounding Vale. The steep sides of the valley create a sense of
seclusion, which progressively diminishes in closer proximity to the
Vale.

the valleys, which contain extensive woodland, particularly on the

Within the hills and valleys extensive woodland is characteristic,

steep upper slopes and valley rims.

particularly on the steep upper slopes and around the valley rims.

The settlement pattern within the Rolling Hills and Valleys is
diverse, responding to topography and drainage, with the principal

In places, indigenous broadleaved woodland creates hangers with
many of the areas also identified as Ancient Woodland.

areas of development located in the broad valley mouths adjacent

Grazing pasture predominates with scrubby areas located on

to the Vale, and also along the narrower valley floors exploiting the

steeper slopes and occasional arable fields that are enclosed by a

lower valley sides and close proximity to spring lines. Development

network of hedgerows and post and wire fences. Hedgerow trees

in these areas consists mainly of dispersed linear hamlets with

are common, particularly on the valley slopes, increasing the

occasional examples that are organic in form. In the northern

wooded feel and sense of enclosure within the valleys. Fields

section of this type the larger linked settlement of Dursley and Cam

under arable production are generally larger than those used for

is a dominant feature. Often the springline is also a location for

pastoral purposes and field amalgamation is apparent. The valley

medieval manor houses and associated villages, with scattered

bottoms are typically unimproved or semi-improved pasture, often

individual dwellings located along a network of minor roads on the

with rich streamside flora and lines of willow and alder, although

lower valley slopes. A number of dispersed hamlets are also found

surrounding pasture can be rushy in places. Significant blocks of

on the valley sides and crests of the rolling hills and valleys.

calcareous grassland can also be found, both on the plateau areas

This is an area of contrasting character although unified by the
continuity of the valley form. The physical enclosure and
remoteness of the upper sections of the valleys and valleys

of the hilltops and on the valley sides.

5.13.4 Human Influences

bottoms, sometimes accessible only on foot, impart a secluded and

It is likely that within the Rolling Hills and Valleys, there has been

'secret' character. In contrast, the lower sections of the valleys at

continuous human habitation since the prehistoric period. With

the transition with the Vale have a more developed and urban

their plentiful supply of fresh running water, productive land and

character, particularly in the vicinity of Dursley and Cam, with

sheltered locations, the valleys are likely to have provided ideal

settlement encroaching onto the valley sides, as well as bottom.

areas in which communities could settle. The close proximity of
numerous long barrows located on adjacent areas of High Wold

5.13.3 Physical Influences
The alternating layers of Oolitic Limestone and sandstones, and
underlying Lias Group, sandstones and mudstones, and Marlstone
Rock Formation have been eroded by a dendritic river system to
form distinctive concave valleys, which although narrow at source,
broaden and open out onto the surrounding Vale. The valleys
extend into what would once have been the escarpment face to
create a series of valleys surrounded by spurs of land extending
from the surrounding High Wold and High Wold Dip-Slope. Where
the Oolitic Limestone and sandstone forms the upper valley sides,
steeper slopes have formed creating an abrupt break of slope with
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reinforces the idea that such places have been inhabited for a
significant period of time. However, much of the evidence of such
settlement has been obscured by more recent development, with
the exception of strip lynchets and motte and bailey castles that
occur on the edge of the Landscape Type, for example at
Newington Bagpath and Lasborough. A number of historic houses
and associated parks and gardens also occur within the area
including Owlpen Manor, Ozleworth Park, Newark Park and
Stancombe Park.

Landscape Character Type:
ROLLING HILLS AND VALLEYS

5.13

5.13.5 Buildings and Settlement
The Rolling Hills and Valleys support a variety of settlement
patterns. The distribution of settlement generally reflects
topography and drainage with more dense development occurring
at the mouth of the valleys where they open onto the surrounding
Severn Vale landscape. In more rural areas, settlement tends to
be concentrated towards the valley rims or gentler valley slopes.
Both organic and dispersed linear settlement patterns are evident
along the valley bottoms, although scattered dwellings are also
located along valley roads.
The valleys are well served by communications, with many lanes
twisting along the valley bottoms and valley sides. These ancient
lanes are often sunken between high banks and surrounded by
overgrown coppice and stone walls. The overhanging woodland
often located along such roads forms characteristic tunnels of
vegetation.

5.13.6 Landscape Character Areas
SV 13A Dursley, Cam and Uley Valley
Dursley Cam and Uley Valley is the only landscape character area
associated with the Rolling Hills and Valleys character type within
the study area. The descriptions above therefore apply to this
single character area.
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