Character & Design
A traditional and historic market
town, Dursley features much 20th
century development which has
not always contributed positively
to the town.
Dursley has a wide range of
building styles from recognisably
medieval to very modern.
Each stage of the town’s
growth is represented by the
development of new styles to
meet the evolving needs of
residents. The photographs in
the Neighbourhood Plan show
changes in building character
through the ages.
A variety of building materials has
been used, the most common
being locally quarried limestone
and red brick, probably sourced
from the works in Stonehouse,
a few miles away. Render has
been used as well as timber as
an external design feature.

There are modest terraces of
small cottages that front directly
on to the street and other larger
dwellings with altogether grander
facades from the 18th century.
Above street level in the town
centre, there are interesting first
floor windows and roof lines.
More recent developments have
had a mixed reception: the blocks
of red brick apartments on Lister
Road have not found approval,
while the range of styles, sizes
and materials on the old factory
site on Uley Road are widely
admired.

Design theme
Objectives

Ensure that the design of
new developments and redevelopments reflects and
fits the distinctive character of
Dursley.

PlanningPolicy Project

D1

The modern, glass fronted library
has split opinion showing that
while some residents are naturally
conservative in their tastes, others
will embrace innovation.
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Character & Design
Characteristics of Dursley’s Built and Natural Environment
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Character and Design
Planning Policy D1:
Character and Design
New development and redevelopment within Dursley
should reflect the positive
characteristics of the place and
must be locally distinctive.
Within each of the Dursley
Landscape and Town Character
Areas identified - shown in
Figure 12 - planning applications
should respond to positive
characteristics described in the
local evidence.
Within Dursley Town Centre
development should respond to
the positive characteristics of the
Town Centre Character Areas shown in Figure 13.
Development should protect and
enhance Dursley’s historic assets
including the Woodmancote
and Kingshill Conservation
Areas, Listed Buildings and the
Scheduled Ancient Monument
(as shown in Figure 14).

Explanation
Dursley Town Council has
undertaken character assessment
work in the form of the Dursley
Landscape Character Assessment
(White Consultants, November
2015) and the Dursley Urban
Design Framework (Roger Evans,
2007), the latter being supported
by Stroud District Council. The
analysis in these reports should
inform future development
proposals and should be a
material consideration in planning
decisions.
The Dursley Urban Design
Framework (2007) established
8 character areas in the Town
Centre, outlining the key
traits and attributes of these
areas and proposing areas
for improvement in terms of
development opportunities and
public realm enhancements. An
update note (August 2016) has
been prepared,to accompany this
evidence base as the Town Centre

supermarket has now been built
and Swimming Pool and Sports
centre expanded to create a full
Leisure Centre, however, other
aspects of the analysis are still
relevant.
The Dursley Landscape Character
Assessment includes both a
settlement characterisation
and a more in depth landscape
character assessment. It follows
a landscape sensitivity approach,
highlighting areas unlikely to
be suitable for development
and describing the landscape
characteristics of each area.
It adds additional detail to the
broad landscape characterisation
undertaken by Stroud District
Council.
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Character and Design

Figure 12: Dursley Local Landscape Character Areas
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Character and Design

Figure 13: Dursley Town Centre Character Areas from Dursley Urban Design Framework
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Character and Design

Figure 14: Historic Assets in Dursley
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Services and Facilities
Dursley has an excellent range of
community facilities and services.
The local population and
surrounding villages have access
to a good choice of health, leisure
and well-being amenities in the
town.
Residents are provided with
services they may need at all
stages of life. A children’s centre
offers nursery and pre-school
childcare and is situated on the
same large site as the town’s
primary school. Secondary
education, up to the age of 18,
is delivered to students at the
recently built secondary school.
Health and medical services
are available at the Doctors
Surgery (which incorporates
two practices) and the Vale
Community Hospital which
opened in 2011. A library,
swimming pool and new gym and
dance studio contribute to the
well-being of the local community.
Further valuable services are
available to residents due to
the substantial contribution

We need photos for this section

from volunteers who run toddler
groups, a family café, lunch
clubs, the day centre and other
local clubs. Many of these are
run from the numerous public
meeting spaces in Dursley, some
of which are under-used and
others would benefit from being
upgraded.
A survey of different types of
outdoor play spaces within the
Parish Boundary of Dursley has
revealed that the provision of
play spaces is insufficient for the
population size, with the overall
play space provision being 30%
lower than the national guideline
requirement (Dursley Outdoor
Play Space Survey – Revised
September 2016).
Comments made by the public at consultation events for
the NDP have confirmed that
residents are appreciative of
the wealth of local services and
facilities. They would also like
to ensure that these continue
to meet the future needs for
Dursley’s growing population.

Community Facilities

Objectives

Planning
Policy

Increase the provision of green
space including allotments

Project

D

Improve and protect the
existing community facilities
and assets

SF1

Protect local green spaces
within
Dursley
from
development

SF2
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Services and Facilities
Project D:
Access to green space and
allotments
Dursley Town Council will actively
seek to increase access to green
spaces and areas for allotments
and will encourage active use of
land for this purpose. In addition,
improvements to the quality and
usability of existing green spaces
for the community will be sought.

Explanation
The Cam and Dursley Community
Plan 2010 responses showed
that only 47% of respondents
Stroud District Council already has thought there was a good range
of play spaces. However, 90%
strict requirements for the levels
described retaining green spaces
of green space and allotments
that must be provided for any new as essential and important.
development within Dursley, for
Access to the countryside also
example, additional green space
plays an important role in Dursley
has been provided as part of the
allowing local resident access to
Littlecombe development.
green space for recreation.
This is a community project rather
than a planning policy.

Despite shortfalls in green space
provision (youth/adult, playing
pitches and equipped children
play areas), as evidenced in the
Dursley Outdoor Play Space
Assessment and the Stroud
Open Space Study, 2013 there
are no identified opportunities for
additional green space allocations
within the settlement, however,
it is considered that some of the
existing spaces could be improved
to increase their accessibility and
quality.

The Environment Report 2016,
further highlights the shortage of
allotments, however, no suitable
sites can currently be identified.
Therefore there is a need to
make better use of existing
spaces and to continue to look for
opportunities for additional green
space and allotment provision.
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Services and Facilities
Planning Policy SF1:
Community Facilities
The Plan identifies in Figure 15
the key community facilities and
assets in Dursley.
There will be a presumption in
favour of safeguarding these
facilities against any adverse
proposal which would result in
their loss.

Explanation
While the Stroud Local Plan
includes policies to protect local
community facilities it does not
specify what these local facilities
are within Dursley.
This policy supplements the
Stroud Local Plan by identifying
the key local facilities and
services.
Local residents who were
surveyed in 2014 said that
retaining services and facilities
was a priority.
Further research identified that
access to facilities in Dursley
is good; Dursley scores above
the County average in terms of
the range of sesrvices and their
proximity.
A full infrastructure audit is
included in the background
evidence and key facilities and
services have been mapped.
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Services and Facilities

Medical Facilities
Meeting Space

Sports Facilities
Registered Assets of
Community Value

Dursley Neighbourhood community facilities
29/11/2016
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Scale - 1:6,000
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Figure 15: Community Facilities in Dursley

(C) Crown copyright and database rights 2016 Ordnance Survey 100019682
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Services and Amenities
Protected Outdoor Playspace and TPO Areas
31/03/2017
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Protected oudoor playspace
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Dursley Parish
TPO Areas

(C) Crown copyright and database rights 2017 Ordnance Survey 100019682

Figure 16: Protected Outdoor Playspace (Stroud Local Plan) and Protected Trees
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Services and Amenities
Planning Policy SF2:
Local Green Space
Designations
The Plan proposes that the local
green spaces as shown on Map
10 be designated in accordance
with the provisions of Paragraph
77 of the National Planning Policy
Framework.

Explanation
Neighbourhood Plans can
designate Local Green Spaces
that are demonstrably special to
the community, to protect them
from development in line with
paragraph 77 of the National
Planning Policy Framework.
This designation protects these
green spaces for the long term,
and development on these is
then possible only in exceptional
circumstances.

The Environment Report 2016
includes a photos of each of the
green spaces within Dursley and
outlines their size and dimensions.
For each of the Local Green
Spaces landowners have been
notified and a proforma has
been completed to demonstrate
that each of the green spaces
meets the national planning
requirements and is eligible for
designation.

A small number of Local Green
The Dursley Infrastructure
Spaces are proposed, noting that
Information Report 2014 includes this designation cannot be used
resident survey results that
as a blanket protection for green
highlight the importance of local
spaces and that the designation
green spaces to the community.
is not suitable for most green
Stroud District Council’s Open
spaces, as confirmed in national
Space Study and the Outdoor
policy.
Play Space Assessment
demonstrates the under supply
of green space in Dursley, which
emphasises the importance of
retaining green spaces within the
town.
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Proposed Local Green Space Designations
1.

Kingshill House Play Park

2.

War Memorial Recreation Ground

3.

Highfields Play Park and Field

4.

Cambridge Avenue Play Area

5.

Land off Acacia Drive

6.

Land off Hardings Drive

7.

Long Street Town Green

8.

Union Street Green

9. Holywell Orchard
2
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4

Future Dursley NDP Proposed Local
Green Space Designations
Date: 23/03/2017
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(C) Crown copyright and database rights 2017 Ordnance Survey 100019682

Figure 17: Proposed Local Green Space Designations in Dursley
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Traffic and Transport
Dursley’s Neighbourhood
Development Plan will work to
make it easier for residents,
businesses and visitors to move
around Dursley, whether by car,
public transport, cycle or on foot.
Dursley is growing in population
and the marked increase in
usage at the Cam & Dursley
Rail Station reflects this. Rail
patronage increased by nearly
30% between 2009 and 2014.
Many of these users are travelling
to work or education. This reflects
the changing demographic of
Dursley’s residents who now
increasingly commute out of the
town for work.
Dursley’s town centre is thriving
with independent shops as well
as national stores. The town has
an effectively pedestrianised high
street and acceptable walking
routes into the town centre, but
there is room for improvement,
especially along the narrow
pavements of Silver Street.

ADD PHOTOS

Key transport issues for Dursley
are: the lack of an integrated bus
service to meet trains; lack of
parking in the town centre and
at the train station;decreased
bus provision and a need to
improve cycling routes (e.g. the
Greenway), as well as safer
routes for pedestrians.
The implementation of transport
projects will require working
closely with Cam Parish Council,
as well as Stroud District Council,
Gloucestershire County Council
and local community groups.

Traffic and Transport theme
Planning
Policy

Traffic and Transport
Objectives

E

Improve public transport

Improve Town Centre car
parking (short and long-stay)

T1

F

Improve traffic management

Improve
connections
cyclists and pedestrians
Improve cycle parking

Project

for

T2

T2

G

H
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Traffic and Transport

¯

Dursley Parish
Cam, Dursley & Uley Greenway: Proposed Route (For illustrative purposes only)

Cam, Dursley & Uley Greenway:
Proposed Route (For illustrative purposes only)

05/04/2017
Scale - 1:9,607

(C) Crown copyright and database rights 2017 Ordnance Survey 100019682

Figure 18:Dursley-Cam Greenway Route (Indicative)
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Traffic and Transport
Project E:
Improve Public Transport
Dursley Town Council will work
together with the Highway
Authority, public transport
providers, local groups and
developers to develop a long
term sustainable strategy to:

Explanation
reductions in service and
frequent timetable changes.
Residents struggle to keep
abreast of the changes due
to lack of information on
timetables in bus shelters
and online, this contributes to
reduced bus useage.

Cam and Dursley railway station
•

• Encourage better access to and
increased use of public transport;
• Ensure that new development
takes place adjacent to the built
up areas where there are good
travel choices;
• Improve links within the existing
built-up area for cycling and bus
provision; and
• Ensure other vehicular traffic
keeps to appropriate routes.

This is a key transport facility
which serves both Cam and
Dursley, as well as the wider
southern Stroud district. Both
the Parish and Town Councils
agree on the need for better,
integrated bus connections
to the station, as well as
improved walking and cycling
routes and better car parking
provision. The Parish and
Town Councils will need to
work with Gloucestershire
County Council, public
transport providers and
community groups to improve
access to and facilities at
the station, especially in light
of growing demand from
commuters and leisure users

Commercial bus services
•

Community transport services
•

Community transport is underused in Dursley and needs
to be encouraged, with more
information about services for
the elderly and disabled.

Taxis
•

Taxi provision and a safe dropoff/pick up location is an issue,
especially for the elderly and
for those travelling later in the
evening.

Commercial bus service
provision is vulnerable to
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Traffic and Transport
Planning Policy T1:
Car Parking
Development which supports
provision of car parking,
especially development which
provides higher levels of car
parking than mandated in
the Stroud Local Plan, will be
supported.
Improvements to the supply and
quality of short and long stay
car parking to support the town
centre will be supported.

Explanation
The Neighbourhood Plan can only been an issue raised as part of
encourage increased provision
public consultation,
of car parking linked to private
development. National Planning
Policy states that Neighbourhood
Plans have no power to impose
local parking provision unless
there is clear and compelling
justification that it is necessary to
manage the local road network.
Dursley’s Neighbourhood Plan
supports local projects and
community groups working to
improve car parking, particularly in
the Town Centre.
The town has high level of car
ownership and a vital but limited
public transport network, which is
rural by nature.
The plan also supports
opportunities to improve the town
centre car parking offer, which has
been an issue raised as part of
public consultation,
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Traffic and Transport
Project F:
Improving Traffic Management
‘Dursley Town Council will work
with the Highway Authority,
public transport providers, local
schools, community groups and
developers to develop a longterm, sustainable strategy to
improve the highway network and
traffic management in and around
Dursley.

Explanation
Designated parking bays
on-street where feasible,
partnership working with
Stroud DC in terms of access
into car parks, partnership
working with Sainsbury’s,
restricted access into the town
centre ‘pedestrianised’ area.

Possible Projects include:
•

Traffic Speed and Flow
Proposals -20 mph zone
for the town centre,
complemented by blanket
20 mph zones around the
schools.

•

Pedestrian Zone - Formalise
the traffic order to support
the traders in making this a
pedestrian space, to enable
more café culture and live
activity on the street. Restrict
deliveries to specific windows
on the day (finish by 9.30am,
start after 4.00pm) to manage
conflict.

•

Develop a Pavement Parking
education campaign

•

Identification of new locations
for delivery and servicing
bays to support the town
centre deliveries and servicing

•

•
•

•

.

Silver Street/A4135.
Investigate ways to improve
and provide safe pedestrian
access along the narrow
pavements, in conjunction with
overall traffic management for
the Town Centre

Project G:
Improve Cycle Parking
Dursley Town Council will work
with Gloucestershire County
Council, local businesses,
community groups and other
agencies to improve the
amount and quality of secure
cycle parking in Dursley. This
will encourage cycling as an
alternative to car use

A4135 Kingshill Road /
Kingshill Lane Junction Investigate reconfiguraton
of signal arrangements
and proposed Section
106 contributions signal
arrangements.
Ongoing monitoring of traffic
composition and flow levels.
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Traffic and Transport
Explanation
Possible Projects include:
•

•

Develop improved cycle
parking facilities for short and
long stay cycle parking within
the town centre, including
locations at the longer term
covered parking facilities for
town centre employees and
walkers.
Consider options that might
consolidate the existing
short stay car parking to
enable ‘smarter use’ e.g. the
introduction of secure, covered
cycle and motorcycle parking.

Project H:
Improve
Connections
for
Cyclists and Pedestrians
The Town Council will work
with Stroud District Council,
Gloucestershire County Council
and other agencies to improve
green routes and connections for
pedestrians and cyclists within
Dursley and between the town
centre, Rednock School and
leisure facilities.
This could include working
with the Highways Agency and
Local Transport Team to include
reallocating street space to
cyclists.
Access to and signage for the
Cotswold Way (shown on Figure
18) will also be supported as part
of the local tourism offer.

Explanation
A key objective will be the
development and completion
of the Greenway to provide a
realistic alternative to using the
A4135 corridor.
Development of a more ambitious
series of improvements to existing
cycle routes, which would help
maximise the number of students
cycling daily under 3 miles.
These aspirations are evidenced
by the Traffic Survey for Everside
Lane 2013, The Greenway Action
Plan and the Travel survey for
Rednock School 2014.
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Traffic and Transport
Policy T2:
Improve Connections for
Cyclists and Pedestrians
Development proposals will be
expected to Improve connections
for cyclists and pedestrians s
to promote healthier lifestyles
and maximising access to green
space and the countryside.

Explanation text
Specific improvements could
include:
•
•
•
•

Creation of a new path from
Littlecombe to Sainsbury’s car
park.
Footway widening at key pinch
points.
Dropped kerb and mobility
crossing to create continuous
routes.
Better bus stop provision
including bus boarder
platforms
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Figure 19: Cotswold Way - Route through Dursley
Cotswold Way - Dursley Route

Dursley CP

Date Created: 17-8-2016 | Map Centre (Easting/Northing): 375757 / 198057 | Scale: 1:8089 | © Crown copyright and database right. All rights reserved (100050612) 2016 © Contains Ordnance Survey Data : Crown copyright and database right 2016

Cotswolds Way route
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