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of the Future Dursley Neighbourhood Development Plan through
participating in consultation events, meetings and surveys.
Particular thanks are due to the volunteer-led members of the
Steering Group who have worked so hard during the last three
years to produce this plan. They are Jonathan Bird, Krystyna
Dembny, Sue Creswick, Mel Stennett, Wendy Thomas, Neil
Grecian, Nick Organ, Gayle Collins, and Mike Johnson.
Stroud District Council for professional advice, specifically from
Ricardo Rios and Simon Maher, Neighbourhood Planning Officers
and Vince Warwick for producing many of the maps.
Gloucestershire Rural Community Council for the provision of expert
advice in community engagement and evidence gathering.
Professional consultancy support from:
Harris Ethical for Transport Research; Gloucestershire
Environmental Record Centre for Environmental Research; White
Consultants Ltd for Landscape Character Assessment and Advice;
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And last but by no means least Locality for their grant funding to
complement the financial support from the Town Council.
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Foreword by the Neighbourhood
Development Plan Steering Group
The words in the above title are
all straightforward, except one:
“Development”.
Yet “development” is the
most significant word there.
Development means growth
and progress. Development
is inevitable, otherwise decay
results. But development may
be good, bad or indifferent.
The purpose of this document,
worked on for over 3 years by
local Dursley people and with
wide community involvement, is
to influence decisions about the
use of Dursley land and property
so that, over the near and more
distant future (up to 20 years),
Dursley develops into the sort of
town that Dursley people want.
Dursley has seen huge changes
over the last 20 years, not
all of them welcome or seen
as good developments. This
Neighbourhood Development
Plan has been formed so that
future changes to our town can

be guided by the evidence-based
wishes of the population of
Dursley. It must fit within national
and district plans and will give
a local view of how Dursley can
best do that.
If the final version, once
inspected and found appropriate,
is voted as acceptable by a
majority of Dursley residents in a
referendum, then it will be a very
powerful guide in future planning
decisions about what happens
to the town of Dursley. This is
Government policy, set out in the
“Localism Act 2011”, the aim of
which was to involve local people
in local decision making.
Dursley Town Council actively
supported the setting up of a
Steering Group in 2014; this
group has consisted of interested
local people, including some
councillors. It has been central
grant-funded and has employed
specialist consultants for more
complex issues relating to

traffic, landscape impact and
the final preparation of the
NDP document. Community
involvement has been assured by
multiple meetings with small and
large community groups, the local
schools and street surveys (many
Dursley residents will remember
being approached at the Town
Festivals or at Farmers Markets).
The NDP Group has met monthly
and has received input in the form
of letters, emails, social media
and photos as well as informal
chats with residents throughout
its period of activity. We have met
with the neighbouring parishes,
especially Cam, of course.

And, when the time to vote
arrives, we hope that you will
turn out in thousands to make
your wishes known on the overall
acceptance of this Dursley NDP.
We would like to thank all those
who have contributed time,
thought, photos and expertise to
this process.
Dr Jonathan Bird for the
Dursley NDP Steering Group

We hope, therefore, that you will
read this carefully, it concerns the
real future for you, your family
and for Dursley children yet to
come. We hope you find the
proposals acceptable, at least
in broad terms. We now seek
your further comments before
submitting the plan for inspection.
Dursley NDP - Aug 2017 Draft
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1. Introduction

Introduction
Why produce a Neighbourhood
Development Plan for Dursley?
A Neighbourhood Development
Plan is a new type of document,
introduced in the Localism Act
2011. It has legal weight and
allows local people to say how
they want to see the future
development of their parish or
town.
It sets out clear planning policies
which will give guidance to
developers and inform decisionmaking by a range of bodies
including district and county
councils.
A plan has to be in conformity
with national planning policy
and with the local authority’s
own Local Plan. Our plan has
been drawn up in accord with
the National Planning Policy
Framework and Stroud District
Council’s Local Plan, which was
adopted in 2015.

Our plan covers the same
time frame as Stroud’s Local
Plan, ending in 2031. The area
designated for our plan in 2014
was the whole of the Dursley
parish, running from the boundary
with Cam in the west and Uley in
the east (see Figure 1).

in the plan, a final draft will be
subject to assessment by an
independent Examiner. This will
be followed by a local referendum
that requires a simple majority of
voters to accept it in order for it to
become a plan with legal status.

Local people have been engaged
from the beginning of the process,
firstly identifying issues and
subsequently participating in
consultations on a wide range of
topics.
This has led to the creation
of the ‘evidence base’, a key
requirement in satisfying the
independent Examiner that our
plan has been robustly developed
and has community support.
This pre-submission draft plan is
now being published for residents
to comment on.
Once their comments have been
considered for incorporation
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Consultation
What consultation has taken
place so far?

•

A range of consultation activities
and community events have
been used to engage local
people in the preparation of the
Neighbourhood Development
Plan including:

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Facilitated Public Workshop
-28 January 2014
Dursley Farmers Market - 10
May 2014
Dursley Town Traders Meeting
-8 July 2014
Dursley Town Festival- 12 July
2014
Tabernacle Family Café -16
July 2014
Street Audit Meeting -16 July
2014
Dursley Day Centre -1 August
2014
Business Survey – August
2014
Zumba Class -10 September
2014

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Transition Cam and Dursley
Secret Garden Event -20
September 2014
Meeting with surrounding
parishes -26 November 2014
Meeting with businesses
based at Littlecombe – 20
March 2015
Annual Town Meeting – 20
May 2015
Dursley Town Festival – 27
June 2015
Littlecombe Development
Drop-in event – 9 July 2015
Rednock School Students
Focus Group Discussion – 10
July 2015
Annual Assembly (Annual
Town Meeting) – 24 May 2016
Annual Town Festival – 25
June 2016
Dursley Primary School - 1 &
8 July 2016
Transition Cam and Dursley
Flower & Produce Show- 3
September 2016
Dursley Business Inclusive
Meeting - 9 September 2016
Dursley Farmers Market – 10

•
•
•
•

September 2016
4 April 2017 - Special Town
Council meeting about the
NDP
March/April 2017 - Leaflet
delivered to households across
Dursley.
Consultation on the early draft
NDP and Local Green Space
consultation.
15 July 2017 Dursley Carnival
stall.

Pre-submission draft
consultation.
This pre-submission draft plan is
now out for formal (Regulation 14)
public consultation.

Full details of the consultation
activities and the feedback to the
community on the plan to
date are included in the Draft
Consultation Statement, found
alongside this report on our NDP
webpage.

Current consultation on the pre-
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Dursley Neighbourhood
Plan Area

¯

What is the Plan Area?
Dursley was designated as
a Neighbourhood Area, for
the purposes of creating a
Neighbourhood Plan (by Stroud
District Council), on 4th February
2014 under the Localism Act
2011. The Neighbourhood Plan
area follows the Town Council
area boundary as shown on
Figure 1.

Need 4 photos
here

Much of the landscape
surrounding Dursley is within
an Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty which has the highest
status of landscape protection
under National Planning Policy.

Dursley parish bounbary
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Dursley Boundary

Figure 1 - Designated Dursley Neighbourhood Development Plan Area
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