Dursley Neighbourhood

Policing Team

Nothing could prepare me for the experience of being pulled from a ‘car wreck!’
On Tuesday 15th March, Dursley Neighbourhood Policing Team in partnership with Gloucestershire
Road Safety and Gloucestershire Fire and Rescue held a Drive for Life event at Rednock School
to teach the students about the consequences and dangers of driving on the road. With help from
Keira Madden and Vicki Grimshaw representing the sixth form, we aimed to organise an event that
took a ‘hands on approach’ to learning about road safety.
The day started with an emotional speech from Heather Davies. Heather described her ‘horrendous,
indescribable pain’ the night her daughter Leanne, 19, was killed in a crash in the Forest of Dean.
Leanne’s then boyfriend Paul Reddan was later convicted of causing death by dangerous driving.
Heather told the students that “My message to you today is to always have that constant
reminder that when people drive cars in such a manner it destroys lives.”
The day was organised around a number of exhibits to show the students the effects of: Drink/
Drug Driving, Not wearing a seat belt, the dangers of a faulty car, The Blind Spot, and the role of
emergence service at a scene of an accident.

Sixth former Keira Madden on the seatbelt sled which simulates a crash at 7mph

Sixth Former Vicki Grimshaw on the go
karts that show the effects of Drink and
Drug driving!

After the students had experienced all the exhibits, they then had to witness what would
happen if they were involved in a road traffic collision.
Sixth Former Vicki experienced what it was like to be trapped in a crashed car with blue
lights flashing around her and fire crews breaking in to get her out.
In a message sent to organisers afterwards, she says that while it was only a demonstration,
she felt a real ‘emotional impact’ and had understood the most important message of the
event, that drivers were in control of their lives and that of others. She said:
“Obviously this was all pretend and I knew
everything was going to be fine, however, I felt
that I had actually been in a real crash, my whole
body was shaking and I felt so scared.

Vicki takes the driver's seat during a live extrication
demonstration

“I think today has been a realisation of the
consequences of not driving safely and socially.
Being in that situation today is something that I
never want to relive and I’d never want to hear
of a similar tragic accident involving another
young person anytime in the future.”

Students from Rednock Sixth Form with
Watch Manager Ian Robertson, Terry
Grocutt of Dursley Lions who donated
funding for the Drive for Life Day, Sarah
Laming, schools safety officer at The
Road Safety Partnership and PCSO Josh
Griffiths

The day was a great success with 98% of students saying that it was the most valuable and
impactive way to learn about road safety. The organisers would like to thank Dursley Lions
for donating £500 to this event, which will hopefully make new drivers realise the dangers of
driving on our roads!
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