Future Dursley Draft Vision, Objectives and Policies for our Neighbourhood
Development Plan
Last updated 7 December 2015
What do you think of this draft Vision, Objectives and Policies for Future Dursley? Does it
reflect how you would like the town to be in 20 years’ time? Please send your views to
ndp@dursleytowncouncil.gov.uk or contact the office on 01453 547758.
Vision
In 20 year’s time, Dursley will continue to retain its position as the prime market town
serving the South of Stroud District capitalising on its rich landscape and its location on
the Cotswold Way. It will be a strong community and a place where people of all ages
choose to live and work in a safe and accessible environment. It will be a place where
wildlife thrives and the natural environment and green spaces can be enjoyed by
residents and visitors.
Dursley Neighborhood Development Plan
Introduction
Dursley is a traditional market town in Stroud District in Gloucestershire. It acts as the main service town
for the South of Stroud area and as such serves a number of smaller villages and communities (Cam, Uley,
Stinchcombe, Slimbridge, Coaley and North Nibley) providing schools, shops, health and social services.
Dursley and Cam sits on the edge of the Cotswolds Escarpment about half way between and well
connected by both road rail to the major cities of Bristol and Gloucester. The town is surrounded by
beautiful woodland and countryside and the Cotswold Way long distance trail passes through the Town
Centre.
The area’s industrial heritage is largely dominated by the presence of several large manufacturing
businesses in the town, which have all now either closed or moved out of the area. As a result the
employment profile is undergoing a transformation, with many residents now commuting out of the town
to find work.
The localities of Cam and Dursley are experiencing a period of rapid change, developing jointly as the
second largest settlement in the district. Over the last 5 years many new services have come in including a
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new supermarket, hospital, secondary school and library. New housing and employment is also on the
way, at the Littlecombe site.
Topographically it comprises ancient hillside woodlands to the south, west and partly east borders, below
which the areas have been designated as AONB. Farmland borders the north and east side of the boundary
line. The settlement boundary is in blue outline and the areas designated as AONB are shown in dark green
on the map enclosed. The light green area is a recognized wildlife corridor.

Surveys have shown that the area is rich in wildlife and although none fall within the International, EU, or
National designation as SSSIs, they fall within the value: ‘District’ and ‘Neighbourhood’, interest range.
Section 40 of the natural Environment and Rural Communities Act under the National Planning Policy
Framework guidance makes it clear that pursuing sustainable development includes moving from a net loss
of biodiversity to achieving net gains for nature, and that a core principle for planning is that it should
contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural environment and reducing pollution.
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Natural England/MENE 2013 survey highlights the benefits to health and well being of green spaces within
communities.
The CABE (government’s advisor on architecture, urban design and public space) issued guidance on public
spaces within developments. https://www.designcouncil.org.uk/sites/default/files/asset/document/openspace-strategies.pdf
Environment and Sustainability:
Protect and enhance the natural environment, biodiversity and green spaces through:
 Preserving ancient woodland
 Providing protection for areas rich in wildlife
 Conserving key views and character of areas
 Creating wildlife corridors
 Supporting community energy generation schemes
Policies
E&S1.

Development that results in the loss of green spaces or that results in any harm to their
character, setting, accessibility or appearance, general quality or to amenity value will only be
permitted if the community would gain equivalent benefit from provision of a suitable
replacement.

E&S2.

Development will be permitted on sites, which are not designated AONB, provided a
comprehensive ecological and wildlife survey have been carried out to identify the significance of
the impact on the biodiversity resulting from the development. Should such an impact be
identified, mitigating measure should be taken prior to development in order to fulfill the
requirement of the NPPF of not only negating a net loss of biodiversity but also ‘achieving net
gains for nature’.

E&S3.

Development will not be permitted on land presently designated as an Allotment space or which
has been earmarked for the provision of an Allotment space.

E&S4.

Where Allotment space is deficient to meet demand or where existing temporary Allotment
space maybe lost the community will seek to secure an alternative and commensurate space for
Allotments

E&S5.

Development will not be permitted on sites, which are at present designated as Play Areas. New
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Developments will make provision under the existing National and Local population density rules
to provide designated play areas.
E&S6.

Developments will actively pursue the retention of trees and hedgerows within its boundaries
that form wildlife corridors or form links with wildlife corridors or provide mitigating alternatives.

E&S7

Development that encroaches on the ancient woodland flanking the Town and as shown on the
map will not be allowed.

E&S8

Development will not be permitted on areas presently designated as AONB. However, the land
can be used for allotments and to provide play areas, where there is at present a shortfall.

Housing
Retain a strong community by ensuring a mix of home types and tenures which are appropriate in
development scale and respond flexibly to Dursley’s changing needs through:
 Supporting a range of housing to maintain our mixed community (single, starter-homes, growing
families and lifetime homes including affordable housing)
 Identifying suitable sites which would support a range of housing (including self-build, affordable
housing and housing for older people)
 Developing Lifetime homes (to meet changing family needs including adequate parking)
 Encouraging energy efficient housing that is easy to heat and maintain
 Supporting small infill and small development sites
Policies
H1.

Economy
Develop and support a strong sustainable local economy, businesses and jobs and increase the
attractiveness of the town centre for residents and visitors through:
 Encouraging and supporting new start-ups and established retail businesses in the town centre to
retain a strong retail choice
4

 Enhancing key retail and service units
 Supporting and encouraging the development of the existing employment base
 Enabling and encouraging people to work at home or close to home through creating small flexible
workspaces, developing live-work units and providing rentable short (hourly) office space
 Promoting tourist and visitor information through improved infrastructure for residents and visitors
to explore the town and encourage tourists to extend their stay
 Encouraging and supporting improvements that enhance the town centre streetscape and shop front
design
Introduction - Town Centre: (Reasons for the Policies)
Dursley Town Centre is compact, pedestrian-friendly and with adequate retail & service premises, but
number and quality of shops & services is held back by lack of footfall (due to loss of major employers
attracting in-commuters), limited parking (due to loss of space to superstore development) & attractions to
draw people from surrounding areas into the town.
Some parts of the Town Centre, particularly Silver Street and the link between Castle Street & Parsonage
Street are dominated by through traffic and parked cars – making them unwelcoming to shoppers and
unattractive to businesses.
As a result many Dursley residents drive significant distances to nearby towns and shopping centres to
make purchases that they could have made locally if the shops & services were there & the environment
better.
Dursley is surrounded by the Cotswold AONB, the Cotswold Way passes through the Town Centre where
there are bus services and a link to Cam & Dursley rail station, making it a good base for walkers and other
tourists. However this potential is limited by the lack of hotel accommodation, a dedicated Tourist
Information Centre and connection between Parsonage & Silver Street shops and Castle Street.
The use of the Town Centre by residents & visitors is changing, including the relative demand between
shops, banks & building societies, cafés & restaurants and leisure activities. Permitting changes between
these classes will allow businesses to respond to changing needs – whilst retaining control over drinking
and hot food takeaway establishments.
Policies
E1
Support development of a dedicated Tourist Information Centre in the Town Centre (Is this s
project rather than a policy?)
E2
Support development & improvements to retail premises in the Town Centre, including
consolidation of existing premises into larger units (to increase the viability of the Town
Centre)
E3
Do not permit major retail development outside the Town Centre area (this avoids diverting
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E4

E5

E6

E7
E8

E9
E10
E11

footfall/activity from the Town Centre)
Support changes of use between retail, financial/professional & restaurants/café within the
Town Centre (these changes, which require ‘prior approval’ will allow Town Centre businesses
to respond to needs
Do not permit changes of use from retail, financial/professional & restaurant/café to
residential (these changes, which require ‘prior approval’ would result in loss of retail/services
space
Support development of retail, financial/professional/café uses on land within and adjacent to
the Town Centre – subject to provision of associated parking (e.g Old Dairy site – this
encourages growth of retail/services)
Support development of institutions such as leisure attractions & venues, museums, galleries
etc. within the Town Centre (to increase activity & encourage footfall/dwell time)
Support enhancement of building design & the public realm within the Town Centre, including
integrating Parsonage Street shops with Castle Street superstore & car parks (to increase
activity and encourage footfall/dwell time)
Support out-of-hours trading in the Town Centre-subject to impact of the proposal on
residents (to increase activity & encourage footfall/dwell time)
Permit the use of pavements and streets for retail trading within the Town Centre area (to
increase activity and encourage footfall/dwell time)
Reduce traffic volume, speeds & parking in all streets in the Town Centre (particularly Silver
Street traffic, Long Street parking, also Castle Street traffic)

E12

Existing employment land & allocations will be protected and enhanced where appropriate
by:
a)
Safeguarding existing employment sites & allocations (i.e. including Littlecombe)
b)
Supporting the more effective use of employment sites (e.g. combining adjacent
existing employment sites)
c)
Supporting the change to mixed uses on employment land where it can be shown
that the use of the site solely for employment is no longer viable (historically
Littlecombe, potentially Old Dairy)
d)
Supporting the expansion of existing businesses where additional jobs will be created,
subject to the suitability of the scale and impact of the proposal

E13

Change of use of unoccupied or under-used buildings to business or industrial use will be
supported – subject to the suitability of the scale and impact of the proposal (e.g. redundant
agricultural buildings to light industrial, rather than to residential) and provision of associated
parking.
Changes of use to guest houses or hotels will be supported – subject to the suitability of the

E14
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scale and impact of the proposal (e.g. dwellings to B&B) and provision of associated parking.
Traffic reduction and high street viability will be enhanced where appropriate by provision of
reasonably direct pedestrian links between employment areas and the Town Centre or other
shopping centres.

E15

Roads, Traffic and Transport
Improve the accessibility to and within the town for residents, businesses and visitors through:


Improving short and long term car and cycle parking throughout the town



Increasing and improving cycling and walking routes



Conserving and preserving the Greenway cycle and pedestrian route through the town and its
development



Improving access for those with mobility issues



Improving the flow of traffic in and around town for all vehicles



Integrating footpaths cycle paths and roads to allow safe and pleasant routes to and from schools,
leisure, shops and facilities in the town



Securing convenient public transport and safe waiting/drop off areas.

Policies
T1.

Design
Provide high quality development within enhanced design standards for Dursley through:
 Supporting new developments which create a sense of community and incorporate landscaping and
planting in their plans
 Ensuring that appropriately sized open spaces are integral to the design of any new development
 Building on the existing mix of designs in Dursley, thus avoiding uniform development
Policies
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D1

All new development should demonstrate good quality design and respect the character and
appearance of the surrounding area. A central part of achieving good design is responding to and
integrating with local surroundings and landscape context as well as the built environment
through:
a) Using good quality materials that complement the existing palette of materials in the area
b) Using green hedging and/or trees for highway boundaries wherever possible
c) Providing adequate refuse and recycling storage incorporated into a scheme to minimise
visual impact
d) Promoting high quality interior spaces and light by internal storage space and window size
being greater than government minimum dimensions
e) Providing gardens of appropriate size when intended for family use
f) Providing off road car and bicycle parking appropriate for the size of dwelling which may
be greater than the Local Plan requirements
g) Providing a proportion (to be decided but probably 1 or 2 in a 100) of dwellings built as
‘lifetime’ homes
h) Dwellings being designed and built so that they are economical to run
i) Ensuring safe access for pedestrians, cyclists and road users with consideration of the
need for circulation on any new development

Services & Facilities
Maintain and enhance a strong and healthy mix of community services and leisure and recreation facilities
through:
 Increasing the provision of green spaces including children’s play areas, sports pitches and allotments
 Ensuring primary and secondary schools and adult education provision meets the expanding needs of
residents.
 Growing and enhancing local and accessible health services delivered at the Vale Community
Hospital, doctors’ surgeries and dentists
 Retaining the Doctor’s surgery and exploring options for larger premises within the town
 Ensuring that Dursley pool and sports centre meets the needs of the growing local population

 Policies
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S&F1
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