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Future Dursley Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
Minutes of Steering Group Meeting 

7pm 28 June 2017 
 
Present: Chair, Jonathan Bird, Dursley Resident, Councillor Sue Creswick, Mike Johnson, 
Dursley Resident, Councillor Mel Laybourne, Councillor Wendy Thomas, Nick Organ, Dursley 
Resident, Mel McCree, Dursley Resident, Anita Gambie, Dursley Town Council. 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
 

Krystyna Dembny (Dursley Resident), Councillor Neil Grecian, Leah Wellings, Dursley Town 
Council, Gayle Collins (Dursley Resident) 
 

2. Minutes from 12 April 2017 

 

The Minutes were agreed. 
 

3. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 
The draft Heritage Strategy from SDC had still not been published. 
 
The SG had asked whether they could have a chance to comment on the SDC Landscape 
Sensitivity Assessment. SDC had confirmed that there is no opportunity for the NDP SG to 
provide comments on this.  
 
The draft Basic Conditions Statement and Sustainability Matrix had been shared with SDC 
with a request sent to Simon Maher (Neighbourhood Planning Officer) to provide comments 
on these draft documents.  
 
Mel Mcree, a Dursley Resident joined the meeting. Mel described herself as an individual 
with an academic and research background in community engagement and educational 
access to land. Green spaces in and around the town and the proposed local green space 
designations are of particular interest to her.  
 
All SG members introduced themselves and Jonathan gave a brief description of the 
progress to date with the project. 
 
 



 

2 

 

4. Feedback from meeting held on 21 June with developers Bell Cornwell regarding 
Land off Shakespeare Road  

 
Jonathan and Mike had attended the meeting on 21 June as representatives of the Steering 
Group. (SG). The Bell Cornwell Power Point Presentation and meeting notes were reviewed 
by all.  
 
In discussion the following points were raised: 

 When reviewing potential development sites for the NDP the SG had always viewed 
this land as greater than the 3 fields indicated on this plan, as with piecemeal 
development you are unlikely to get the required level of facilities in place.  

 A suggestion was made that the NDP could have a policy which covers all of the  
land.  

 It was noted that the approach in the development strategy which had been agreed 
by the SG was to only look at sites within the current settlement development 
boundary. This would be consistent and in conformity with the current Stroud Local 
Plan.  

 
The SG requested the following further revisions to the meeting note: 
 

 That the additional green space could present financial management challenges 
going forward. 

 It is not the Town Council who will maintain contact with Bel Cornwell as they have 
not discussed this revised development proposal. It is the NDP Steering Group who is 
willing to maintain contact with Bell Cornwell and keep them informed of progress 
with the developing Neighbourhood Plan. 

 

The meeting note would be revised and re-circulated to Bell Cornwell and the SG.  
 
Place Studio had prepared two options to help the SG to decide how to proceed with the 
request from Bell Cornwell to have the Land off Shakespeare Road as either a site allocated 
in the Dursley NDP or noted as a reserve allocation of preferred direction of growth.  
 
The first option is to proceed as planned and reconsider the site should the housing supply 
requirement for Dursley increase in the future. The second option is to seek to allocate the 
site. The SG members voted unanimously in favour of option 1.  
 

5. Update on SDC’s screening for a Strategic Environmental Assessment and Habitat 
Regulations Assessment.  

 
Simon Maher from SDC had provided an update on the screening of the draft NDP in respect 
of the SEA and HRA. Responses received from the Environment Agency and Natural England 
had indicated that the SEA and HRA would not be required. However, Historic England have 
suggested that the potential development locations are sites and as such there is 
insufficient evidence to demonstrate that these ‘sites’ will not cause harm to heritage 
assets. Simon has provided some further advice about diluting the wording of the policies so 
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that heritage assets do not become an issue. Cleo from Place Studio will review the 
comments raised by English Heritage on behalf of the Steering Group.  
 

6. Feedback from consultation activities and note of future events 
 

a. The focus for the display boards for the Annual Town Meeting on 23rd May  were 
the nine  proposed local green space designations and four potential development 
locations in the draft plan.  Attendance at the Annual Town Meeting has resulted in 
12 stickers in support of the green space designations. 

 
b. There had been 20 responses to the NDP leaflet delivered to Resident’s across 

Dursley. There had been difficulties with deliveries to some households in the town. 
Some residents had not received the leaflet so additional drops to houses had been 
made by town council staff.  In summary the responses were all supportive of green 
space designations and several comments were made about the importance of 
sufficient and free parking for visitors to the town (see attached spreadsheet for a 
summary of the results).  
 

c. Over 80 completed forms had been received in respect of the 9 proposed local 
green space designations. Some of the green spaces had received significantly more 
support than others. (See attached spreadsheet for a full summary of the results). 
Place Studio will undertake a detailed analysis of all the responses and pull this into 
one report by the end of July.  
 

d. Steering Group members were asked if they could let Anita know if they would be 
available to help with the NDP stand at Carnival Dursley on 15th July 2017. The event 
would provide an opportunity to get further feedback on the draft plan and 
proposed local green space designations.  
 

e. There would also be an NDP stand at the Transition Cam and Dursley Flower sand 
Produce Show which will be held on 26th August 2017. NDP SG members were 
asked if they could let Anita know if they could help with the NDP stand on the day.  
 

f. Mel McCree raised the possibility of using Survey Monkey as a further method to 
gather views of Dursley Residents on the draft plan. It was noted that this could 
provide an additional opportunity for those who may not have received the leaflet or 
were more likely to respond to an online survey.  Anita would have a discussion with 
Leah who had recently used Survey Monkey in her work with the Tourism Network. 
Mel offered to help with this as she has experience in community engagement and 
using Survey Monkey.  
 
7. Results of SDC’s Strategic Assessment of Land Availability  2017 

 
Anita had emailed a link of the SDC SALA 2017 results to the Steering Group. This had 
included a list of the sites of interest to Dursley.  
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Two of the sites within the Deliverable and Developable category are also proposed 
local green space designations. These are: 

 DUR 002 Land off Acacia Drive 

 DUR 021 Land at the rear of the police station (part of Holywell Orchard) 
Other sites of interest to the NDP also within the Deliverable and Developable 
category are:  
 

 DUR 004 Reliance house 
 DUR 017 The Old Dairy/Land off Prospect Place 

 DUR 022 11/11a May Lane 

 
There was a brief discussion about Reliance House. The Town Council has had an offer to 
purchase this building accepted but this is subject to a planning application to demolish the 
existing office building and change use of land to a car park. Mel raised the possibility of 
whether the building could be used as shared office space for small businesses before the 
building is knocked down. Mel explained that this usage is termed ‘meanwhile use’. It was 
confirmed that no decision had been made regarding this and that this is not specifically an 
NDP matter as it is the Town Council who are making the purchase.   
 

8. Updated Project Timetable 

 
A suggestion was made that the healthcheck by an Examiner from the Neighbourhood 
Planning Independent Examination Referrals Service  (NPIERS) should take place before the 
Regulation 14 Consultation in case the Examiner recommends substantial changes to the 
draft plan. The project timetable would be updated to reflect this proposal.     

 
9. Grant from Locality 

 
An additional grant of £1,000 had been secured from Locality. We have now received the 
maximum amount of grant of £9,000 towards the NDP available in this round of funding.    
 

10. Date of next meeting  
 
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday  9th August at 7pm in Jacob’s House. This will 
be chaired by Wendy Thomas.  
 
  


