
Dursley Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

Steering Group Meeting 

7:00pm on 12th November 2014 

Minutes 

 

Present: Councillor Jonathan Bird (Chair), Councillor Sue Creswick, Councillor Clare 

Nelmes, Krystyna Dembny (Dursley Resident), Anita Gambie (Project Administrator). 

1. Apologies for absence 

Chris Lambert (Dursley Resident), Jan Burdge (Dursley Resident), Councillor Mel 

Laybourne, Jon Harris (Harris Ethical) Leah Wellings (Deputy Clerk). 

2. Notes from Vision and Objectives Setting Meeting held on 8th October  

Noted. 

3. Matters arising from the notes 

None 

4. Review of progress with developing policies and solutions for draft Vision and 

Objectives 

Progress made by the topic leads in developing policies has been slow. The group 

would like more guidance about how to develop and frame the policies for the key 

messages within their topic areas. Further advice and guidance would be sought 

from Elin Tattersall at GRCC and Ricardo Rios, Neighbourhood Planning Officer at 

Stroud District Council. Once received this would be put into a note and circulated to 

NDP topic leads.   

The group would like Elin Tattersall from GRCC to facilitate a session on policies to 

help ensure that these are developing along the right lines and that any links 

between topic areas are adequately supported by robust policies.   

It was agreed to find out if Elin Tattersall, from GRCC would be able to facilitate a 

session focusing on policies at the next NDP Steering Group meeting on 

Wednesday 10th December.  

It was noted that draft policies should be completed by Christmas. These will need to 

be checked and tested with a range of public bodies and agencies including the 

Environment Agency, Stroud District Council, and Gloucestershire County Council.  

The local community will also be given an opportunity to comment on these draft 

policies through the residents’ survey. It was agreed that the survey should be 

drafted in January and distributed in February.  The launch of the survey would be 

supported by an event and/or workshops. Individuals from local groups who were 

involved with the initial NDP consultations would be invited to send a 



representative(s). The community would be asked whether they agree or disagree 

with the draft policies and to identify any areas they consider are missing. 

Businesses would also be able to offer their views through the survey.  

5. Community Consultation 

There was a discussion about the need to encourage more members of the local 

community to get involved in helping to develop the Neighbourhood Plan for Dursley.  

Some concerns were expressed about gaps in local community representation in the 

steering group. Solutions suggested included seeking more opportunities to publicise 

the Neighbourhood Plan to local residents through the local press,  local events and 

community groups.   

6. Survey  Work 

 

 Business Survey - The £25 cash prize had been won by The Great British 

Takeaway. A press release and photograph had been sent to the local press 

and put on the town council’s website. 

 Rail Survey - Agreement on the survey content and sharing the costs 

between Gloucestershire County Council, Cam Parish Council and Dursley 

Town Council had been reached. The survey will take place in the last two 

weeks of November.  

 Resident’s Survey – The group agreed that the resident’s survey would be 

drafted in January and distributed in February. 

 

7. Parking Research 

There was no report on the Parking Research study being conducted across Dursley 

car parks as Jon Harris was unable to attend the meeting. 

8. Joint Meeting with surrounding parishes 

The date for the joint meeting with the surrounding parishes had been agreed for 26th 

November. This would be a lunchtime meeting, between 12:00 – 2: 00pm at Jacob’s 

House and would be facilitated by Elin Tattersall from GRCC. Councillors Jonathan 

Bird and Clare Nelmes would represent the Steering Group. Invitations had been 

sent to the Chairs and Clerks of six surrounding parishes (Slimbridge, Cam, 

Stinchcombe, North Nibley Uley and Coaley). This meeting would provide an 

opportunity for Dursley to share the work it has been doing with the local community 

on the NDP, seek views on the draft vision/objectives and discuss any issues which 

cross parish boundaries.  

9. Budget 

 

 It was noted that the expenditure for the Resident’s Survey would be required 

in this financial year. A number of other comments were made about the 

figures presented. These related to whether specific items should be included 



in the planned expenditure. Clarification would be sought and revised figures 

circulated.     

 Parish Wildlife Survey - The group decided that a separate parish survey 

would no longer be required as the report on Dursley’s biodiversity and 

wildlife provided by Dr Kathy Meakin, local resident and professional ecologist 

(in addition to the report on the environment by Kyrstyna Dembny) provided 

sufficient evidence for the purposes of the environment topic within the NDP.    

 

10. Date of next meeting 

       Wednesday 10th December at 6.30 pm in the Methodist Church meeting room. 

  

 


