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Future Dursley Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
Minutes of Steering Group Meeting 

7pm on 21st October 2015 
 

 
Present:  Jonathan Bird (Chair), Councillor Mel Laybourne, Krystyna Dembny (Dursley 
Resident), Mike Johnson (Dursley Resident), Gayle Collins (Dursley Resident), Simon White 
(White Consultants), Leah Wellings (Dursley Town Council), Anita Gambie (Dursley Town 
Council). 
 
1.  Election of new NDP Chair 
 

There were no nominations for the election of a new NDP Chair. Jonathan Bird 
agreed to continue until a replacement was forthcoming. 

 
2. Apologies for absence 
 

Councillor Sue Creswick, Councillor Clare Nelmes, Councillor Neil Grecian, Councillor 
Mike Chappell, Prue Vernon (Local Resident) 
 

3. Introductions 
 
Everyone introduced themselves.  
 

4.  Minutes from 8th September 2015 
 
 The Minutes were agreed. 
 
5. Matters arising from the Minutes    
 
 There were no matters arising. 
 
6. Presentation of Draft Landscape Character Assessment 
 
 See PowerPoint presentation circulated with these Minutes. 
  
 Other points raised during the discussion: 
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 It was noted that the purpose of the Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) 
was not just to assess the landscape impact of potential housing 
developments but also to assess the landscape impact of other possible 
developments.    

 It was suggested that Figure 2 – a map representing the topography and 
drainage of Dursley should be removed as it was inaccurate and lacked 
clarity.   

 The Rangers Conservation Area in the report should be called Woodmancote 
and the Weavers Cottages Conservation Area.  

 Some of the more modern buildings were noted as transforming the 
character of the settlement, notably the library and Rednock School.  

 
The landscape had been divided into eight local landscape character areas: 
 

1. Blackboys Farm pastures 
2. Upper slopes pastures and grasslands 
3. Wooded upper valley sides 
4. Hill top pasture 
5. Castle Stream farm valley side farmland 
6. Sheephouse Farm valley side farmland 
7. River Ewelme valley floor and lower valley sides 
8. Chestal parkland 

 
Seven out of eight local landscape character areas had been judged to be high in terms of 
landscape sensitivity with the exception of Castle Stream Farm which was judged to be 
medium. With regard to Castle Stream farm it was noted that whilst some parts of the area 
have a higher sensitivity due to the location of some land within the AONB and higher slopes 
there is less sensitivity in the lower fields on slopes away from the AONB. A query was raised 
about whether this area could be sub-divided into smaller parts. It was felt that this would 
be over-prescriptive, however Simon agreed to rethink the wording a little to take this into 
account .  
 
Simon reported that he had discussed the LCA project with Stroud District Council (Conrad 
Moore and Ricardo Rios) including the approach to landscape sensitivities of the individual  
local landscape character areas. 
 
In discussion the following general comments on the full draft landscape character 
assessment were made: 
 

 It is a very comprehensive and thorough assessment and the high sensitivity 
judgement given to the majority of the landscape character areas is welcomed. 
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 A request was made for an executive summary with key findings.  
 Simon requested one set of comments on the draft to be provided to him by the end of 

October. Steering Group members were asked to provide their comments to Anita who 
would incorporate them into one document and forward this to Simon.  

 
 7. Housing Needs 
 
Leah and Anita had met with Laura Stephen SDC, Karen Phimister GRCC, and Ricardo Rios, 
SDC on 16th October. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss what assessment of  
housing need has already been undertaken as part of the local plan process and to establish 
if we need to do any further work for the NDP or if the evidence that has already been 
collected is sufficient.     
     
The following were identified as sources of Housing evidence: 

 Gloucestershire Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

 District Wide Housing Needs Survey 

 Gloucestershire Homeseeker 

 Dursley Housing Stock report 

 Rural Community Profile for Dursley 

 NDP Consultation responses on the Housing topic. 
 
SDC has a guideline of 30% affordable housing for new developments on sites of four or 
more houses. The 30% should be split into 50% of these homes for rent and the other 50% 
for sale.  
 
A suggestion was made that potential development in Dursley should be looked at from the 
perspective of ‘What would make Dursley a better place?’ 
 
It was noted that current housing stock for sale within the town priced below £150k is very 
limited in terms of size and that a far greater choice and range of housing is available for 
£200k and above.   
 
There was a discussion about whether a separate Housing Needs Assessment for Dursley 
should be undertaken as part of the NDP. The following points were raised: 
 

 Is a full housing needs survey required given that there is such a small amount of 
land available to develop within the town?  

 How do you capture information about those who would like to move into the area? 
 
The SG were not convinced that a Housing Needs Assessment was required but did suggest 
that maybe Estate Agents needed to be revisited as the original survey response had been 
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so low. It was also noted that it would be worth doing some research of online estate 
agents: 

 Right move 

 Zoopla 
 Gloucestershire Online Properties 

 Nestoria 
 
Gayle Collins offered to visit the three main estate agents in town Bennet Jones, Besley Hill 
and RA Bennett to get some up-to-date information of housing demand within Dursley.  
 
Leah Wellings offered to speak to a contact at Gloucestershire Online.  
 
   

8. Draft Vision and Objectives 

 
The Steering Group noted the additions to the draft Vision and Objectives provided by 
consultations at Dursley Town Festival, Dursley Community Centre and with Rednock 
students.   
 
The Steering Group also made a number of revisions to the draft Vision and Objectives. 
Changes were made to all the headline objectives and detailed content covering 
Environment and Sustainability, Housing and Economy. The detailed elements for the 
Services and Facilities, Roads Traffic and Transport and Design objectives were not reviewed 
due to a lack of time. It was agreed that this task would be completed at a later date.  
 

9. Date of next meeting  

 
The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 18th November at 7pm at Jacob’s House.  
     

 
 
 
 


