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Future Dursley Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

Minutes of Steering Group Meeting 
7pm on 24th February 2016 

 
 
Present: Jonathan Bird (Chair), Wendy Thomas, (Dursley Resident),Mike Johnson (Dursley 
Resident), Councillor Mel Laybourne, Councillor Clare Nelmes, Councillor Sue Creswick, 
Councillor Neil Grecian, Councillor Doina Cornell, Leah Wellings (Dursley Town Council), 
Anita Gambie (Dursley Town Council) 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
 
Gayle Collins, (Dursley Resident), Prue Vernon (Dursley Resident), Krystyna Dembny (Dursley 
Resident), John Penley (Dursley Businessman), Nick Organ (Dursley Resident) 
 

2. Minutes from 13th January 2016 

 
The Minutes were agreed. 
 

3.  Matters arising from the Minutes 

 
Strategic Assessment of Land Availability 
Landowners who had responded to the Future Dursley ‘Call for Sites’ or letters of 
notification regarding their land being put forward as a proposed development site had 
been contacted with details of SDC’s Strategic Assessment of Land Availability 2016. They 
had also been asked to copy Future Dursley NDP in any responses. Landowners for Henlow 
House and Castle Stream Farm had sent SALA forms to SDC.  
 
Vacant Policy Leads 
Wendy Thomas, who is also a part of the Transport Group for Transition Cam and Dursley, 
has agreed to take on the transport policy lead. There had been no offers to take on policy 
leads for the Economy or Housing themes.  
 

4. Proposed development sites   

 
The Dursley Town Council Planning Committee agreed that the SALA forms for sites 
proposed by the SG should be submitted to SDC. These are: 

 11&11a May lane 

 The Old Dairy Site/Land Off prospect Place 

 Reliance House, Long Street. 
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5. To note updated Project Timetable 

 
The project timetable had been updated following the additional dates for submission of 
draft NDP (January 2017) and referendum (August) which had been provided by SDC.    
 

6. To review tender submissions from Consultants for drafting policies and drafting 
the plan 

 
Five project proposals had been received in response to the invitation to tender for a 
planning consultant to: 
 

 Review existing NDP draft policies 

 Draft robust policies and provide expert planning advice; and 

 Write the NDP.  
 
In discussion these are referred to as Tenders 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 to respect commercial 
sensitivities of the consultants.  
 
A document which summarised the key information from the individual proposals was used 
as the basis for discussion by the SG. This captured information about:  

 Overall cost 

 Daily & hourly rates 

 Other costs 

 Total number of days 

 Timetable 

 NDP experience and referees 

 Approach to project including proposed development sites  

 Other comments. 
 
Tenders 4 and 5 were discounted as these were considerably in excess of the budget which 
is approximately £8k.  
 
Tender 1 was seen as too generic, lacked a community focus and little attention had been 
paid to the proposed development sites. 
 
The strength of Tender 2 lay in its approach to community engagement, proposed 
methodology for development sites and clarity regarding each stage in the project schedule.  
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Tender 3 needed more detail about the activity required for each of the specific tasks within 
the project brief.  There was no reference to the proposed development sites.  
 
The group agreed to invite the consultants for tender 2 to a meeting to discuss their 
proposal in more detail and clarify deadlines for specific activities in the project schedule.  
References would also be sought from the consultants who had submitted Tender 2.  
 
Jonathan, Sue and Clare offered to attend the meeting with the consultants.  
 

7. NDP Budget      
 
The budget had been updated. Two planned items of expenditure for the current financial 
year, namely the Resident’s Survey £1.5k and the examiners fees for the Neighbourhood 
Planning Independent Referral Service £1.5k would need to be moved into the next financial 
year. This underspend in the current financial year would be spent on the planning 
consultants fees.   
 

8. Proposed meeting schedule and chair for specific meetings 
 
The proposed meeting schedule was agreed and SG members volunteered to chair meetings 
up to and including September 2016. SG members who were absent would be asked to 
consider chairing a future meeting.  The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 16th 
March 2016 at 7pm at Jacob’s House. 

 
  


