
Dursley Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 
Steering Group Meeting 

 

7:00pm on 9th July 2014 
Meeting Room, Methodist Church, Castle Street, Dursley 

 
Minutes 

 
Present:   Councillor Jonathan Bird, Councillor Clare Nelmes, Councillor Mel Laybourne, Leah 

Wellings (Deputy Town Clerk), Jon Harris (Harris Ethical), Elin Tattersall (GRCC). 
 
1. Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies accepted from Councillor Neil Grecian, Councillor Sue Creswick, David Evans (Dursley 
Resident), Chris Lambert (Dursley Resident) and Jan Burdge (Dursley Resident). 
 
2. Minutes from 25th June 2014 meeting 

 
Noted. 
 
3. Matters arising from the minutes 

 
None. 
 
4. Project Administrator Position 
 
It was noted that following the resignation of Sophie Andrews, the Project Administrator position 
had been advertised and 6 good candidates interviewed.  The position has been offered to a 
Dursley resident, subject to references.  The start date could be as early as 16th July 2014. 
 
5. Topic Lead meetings with GRCC 
 
It was noted that the Topic Lead meetings with Elin (GRCC) and Cam reps are scheduled to take 
place on 18th July 2014 at Jacob’s House.  The traffic and transport meeting is being rearranged 
due to a change in availability. 
 
Leah agreed to send out a meeting confirmation to everyone advising them of the date, to 
refer to the GRCC briefing papers and collate all relevant evidence ready for the meeting. 
 
6. Community Engagement Activities  

 
a) Councillor Nelmes and Leah gave an update following the Town Traders facilitated 

discussion held on 8th July.  The meeting was attended by approximately 9 traders.  The 
comments/ideas put forward by traders to be considered included: 
 

 The desire to have more retail units rather than service based businesses. 

 The idea that the large vacant electrical shop could be used for small startup units or indoor 
market stalls. 

 Dursley could encourage local craftsman/artists into the town centre by providing small units/ 
market stalls. 

 The Old Dairy site behind Parsonage Street was seen as an under utilised space and a good 
place to develop a bigger market place, hard-standing for additional parking (when not in 
use) or picnic/seating area. 



 Lack of long stay parking was considered an issue for employers/employees and hair salon 
customers, who often require longer than 3 hours.  Parking is an issue for the newsagent on 
Silver Street. 

 Improvements are required to Town Centre signage. 

 There is a need to encourage young families and commuters to use the Town Centre for 
socialising.  Cafes need diverse retail to bring customers in.  

 A local cinema or somewhere to take children would be good a good attraction/facility. 

 It was recognised that Dursley is home to many commuters working at large employers in the 
area e.g. Renishaw.  Commuter numbers will grow with additional housing.  Business growth 
in Dursley itself may be more viable in areas such as retail, garages, transport and the 
software industry.   

 There is a lack of B&B and tourist accommodation.  Dursley should take advantage of its 
place on the Cotswold Way. 

 
Jon Harris was made aware of a suggestion put forward at the Town Improvements 
Committee Meeting to look at the need for a taxi rank/bay in the town centre e.g. Town Hall 
bay or in Coach bay, on Castle Street. 

 
b) It was noted that further facilitated group discussions will be programmed in over July and 

August.  Volunteers will be required.  The engagement boards used at the Festival can be 
used to promote discussion during the sessions.  The next session will be held at the Tab 
Family Café on 16th July 2014 10-13 as an informal drop in.  Clare and Mel volunteered to 
assist if available. 
 

c) It was noted that that the Draft Town Centre Survey is not ready for circulation yet.  The 
Business Survey will be ready to go out next week.  Jonathan kindly offered to donate the 
£50 raffle prize of which £25 Amazon vouchers will go towards Dursley and £25 
Amazon vouchers to Cam.  Website survey links will be made with the Council website or 
GRCC if required.  Elin offered use of the GRCC Freepost address at a cost of 35p for each 
return.  Delivery of the Business Survey was discussed.  Jonathan offered to hand deliver 
with another volunteer if required. 

 
d) The arrangements for the Festival stall on 12th July 2014 were discussed.  Volunteer support 

is required from 8:30-4pm.  Clare designed the engagement/discussion boards which have 
been signed off, printed and laminated ready.  Clare and Jonathan agreed to be on site all 
day, Mel agreed to supply a gazebo and help during the morning session.  Leah will 
contact all members to request support and volunteers. 

 
e) It was noted that a Volunteer Rota would be drawn up; volunteer support for tasks would be 

sought from within the group and is vital for the success of the NDP.  Volunteers could also 
include members of the public and other councillors. 

 
Jon Harris agreed to talk to the Head of Geography at Rednock to discuss how 
students might be able to get involved through project work/field work/visioning.  Elin 
confirmed that the Topic Lead meetings will identify gaps and what we still need to find out, 
which may help with these discussions. 

 
It was noted that the resident survey will take place Sept/October time and the cut off period 
for the NDP consultation work is the end of October 2014. 

 
7. Traffic Study 
 
a) Jon Harris gave an update on the Traffic study work.  It was noted that the access audits 

relating to the main route through the town and the proposed development at Shakespeare 
Road had been forwarded to the Council and will go to Stroud and Highways.  The audits 



identify a number of highways improvements and costings which could form the basis of 
future Section 106 agreements.  Leah agreed to check that the audits have gone to 
Stroud. 

 
It was noted that Jon had had discussions with Ian Davies of Bridgeway Freighting (Silver 
Street) who is very positive and would be keen to get involved in some way.  Jon agreed to 
forward contact details. 

 
Jon suggested holding a Business Focus group after the Business survey results are in. 

 
The joint Cam and Dursley Station survey was discussed.  Clare agreed to draft the survey 
in consultation with Cam.  Jon agreed to forward an example.    It was suggested the 
survey is scheduled to be undertaking as follows: 

 

 Saturday during Summer holidays (am & pm slot) 

 Weekday during Summer holidays (am & pm slot) 

 Saturday during mid September (am & pm slot) 

 Weekday during mid September (am & pm slot) 
 
Jon suggested that the group consider liaising with the train provider to get permission for 
survey work on the trains.  Permissions would also be required from Gloucestershire 
County Council.  It was noted that Harris Ethical could assist and provide fully trained and 
briefed survey people from £12 per hour if required. 
 
Jon went through the minutes of the last meeting and informed the group that the integrated 
Bus map had been put on hold due to a review of the bus services. 
 
Jon suggested he meet with David following the Topic Lead meeting with Elin and the Cam 
rep. 
 

b) The arrangements for the Volunteer Evening on 16th July 2014 were discussed.  Volunteers 
would be sought to carry out street survey and footpath survey work to cover the side 
routes within the town.  Jon agreed to forward information to Leah so that a flyer could 
be circulated and given out at the Festival. 
 
In preparation for the evening Jon would revise the guidance, prepare a list of kit, draft 
a risk assessment and develop a short briefing.  The layout of the room was discussed 
and agreed. 
 
It was agreed that a rep from Kingswood would be welcome, as would a rep from Cam. 
 

c) On the suggestion of Jon, a survey for estate agents/letting agents to fill in with clients was 
discussed.  It was noted that Jan had agreed to liaise with contacts and seek support to run 
the survey for a period of 1 month.  The brief survey will be circulated and agreed with 
Jan. 
 

8. Date of next Meeting 
 
13th August 2014, 7pm in the Methodist Church meeting room. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


