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Dursley Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

Steering Group Meeting 

7pm on 11th March 2015 at Jacob’s House 

Minutes 

 

Present: Councillor Jonathan Bird (Chair), Wendy Thomas (Dursley Resident), Krystyna 

Dembny, (Dursley Resident), Councillor Sue Ceswick, Councillor Mel Laybourne, Leah 

Wellings (Deputy Town Clerk) and Anita Gambie (Project Administrator). 

 

1. Apologies for absence 

Councillor Clare Nelmes, John Roberts (Dursley Resident), Wendy Tomlin (Dursley 

Resident) and Jan Burdge (Dursley Resident).  

2. Minutes of 11th February 2015 

The Minutes were agreed. 

3. Matters arising from the minutes 

The completed Street Audits are now available on the website and an email with a 

link to this will be sent to the volunteers who undertook the audits.    

4. Review of NDP Project Plan and Timescale 

The revised project plan incorporating new timescales was commended. It was noted 

that this would be easier for all Dursley residents to follow and understand what 

progress had been made by Dursley in developing a Neighbourhood Plan. 

5. Communications Toolbox 

The group discussed the FutureDursley Communications Toolbox. It was agreed   

developing a brand for FutureDursley would be a key tool in raising awareness and 

engagement in the process of developing the neighbourhood plan with Dursley 

residents.      

Setting up a separate website for the NDP was also agreed as an important priority. 

The group looked at the ‘Shaping the heart of Stroud website’ which is the name of 

the Neighbourhood Development for Stroud as an example of a dedicated NDP 

website. This could be achieved by using Word Press software which is free. There 

would be a cost in paying someone to set this up. The site would then be maintained 

and updated by town council staff.  

The other tools ‘Dursley Matters (traders facebook), Monthly News update, (e-

newsletter), Regular Press Releases, Banners, Dursley Matters (Council’s Quarterly 
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Newsletter)  and @FutureDursley (Twitter Page) were also agreed as useful 

channels through which to communicate and consult with residents and businesses 

about the NDP. 

The group also agreed that it would be useful to have a calendar of community 

events which could be used to promote the NDP   

6. Site Assessments 

No additional sites were identified for site assessments.  

See separate list of sites, circulated with these Minutes for up to date comments and 

progress with site assessments.  

A query was raised about the fact that there are a lot of small sites and whether it is 

worth assessing all sites. Given the lack of land available for development in the town 

the group thought that it was worth assessing as many sites as possible. 

The middle to the end of April was the date agreed by the group to complete all site 

assessments.   

The group agreed that all site assessments would be reviewed by all members of the 

Steering Group.  

7. NDP budget 

There is still £1k of the funds from the Town Council’s budget for this financial year.  

Further grant funding towards the costs associated with developing an NDP have 

been made available to communities through Locality. Communities can apply for 

grants of between £1 and £8K. Eligible items of expenditure include: developing a 

website, training sessions for members of the Steering Group, undertaking a 

household survey, help with developing the evidence base, engaging a planning 

expert, venue hire, publicity materials, printing and other costs associated with 

consultation. As these items fall within the types of costs Dursley is likely to spend, 

the group agreed that it we should complete and submit a grant application.  

8. Update on other meetings  

Jonathan reported back from an NDP event held by Avon Local Councils Association 

on 10th March. The key message which emerged from this event was the importance 

of ensuring our NDP is based upon robust evidence. This in turn will mean that 

planners will need to give due consideration to the policies within it when making 

decisions about new developments.  

Leah reported on a forthcoming meeting being arranged between business based at 

the Littlecombe site and representatives of Dursley NDP at 1pm on 19th March. 

The group were reminded about the GRCC NDP event being held on 25th March at 

Brockworth. Details had been circulated to all Steering Group Members.   
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9. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 22nd April at 7pm at Jacob’s House. 

    

 

  

     

 

     

 

 

 


