Dursley’s railway link… After being bypassed

by the main line between Gloucester and Bristol,
the influential people of Dursley began to fight
for a connection to the railway network - finally
achieved in 1856 with the opening of a short
branch line to a station at the bottom of Long
Street. This was to provide a vital service to the
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growing town
for over 100 years. The little branch line engine
was affectionately called the ’Dursley Donkey’
and the Heritage Centre is lucky enough to hold
several reminders from the town’s railway past.

The Heritage Centre belongs to Dursley Town
Trust, a registered charity (no. 202617), which
also owns and maintains the Market House and
Jacob’s House.

It is run by a committee and staffed by
enthusiastic volunteers.

Captain George Graham… Dursley resident,

worked to save the Irish
Wolfhound dog breed from
extinction.

Dursley has a long and
interesting history and the
Heritage Centre provides a
great place to find out more.

Castle Street, Dursley, GL11 4BS
Open:

Tuesday - Saturday

10.30 - 12.30

(Saturdays only during January)

Tel:

01453 543550

Email:

info@dursleyhc.org.uk

www

www.dursleyhc.org.uk

Free parking is available in the nearby car parks in Castle
Street, (inc. Sainsbury’s), May Lane and Water Street.
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1000 years of history in the life of a town!
Visit our Heritage Centre to
see the story of Dursley.

We have displays of
machinery and small objects
of interest, all made in
Dursley, or with very close
connections with the town.
There are historical records
and books to browse and a
large screen showing local
scenes and films.

Please call in to say hello.
Our friendly volunteers will be happy to help.

Dursley’s Early Days… Dursley’s origins are

manufacture of
high quality
agricultural
machinery,
engines and
woodware and
from 1907

recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086 when it
was part of the Manor of Berkeley. From the
Middle Ages, Dursley was a flourishing market
town, at the centre of the agricultural area of the
Severn Vale.
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Dursley Castle… Many references can be found

to the existence of a castle in Dursley though
nothing now remains. It was likely a fortified Manor
House, built in the
12th Century for the
Berkeley family near
the site where the
swimming pool now
stands. By the 16th
Century it had been
taken down - its
stone to be reused
elsewhere.

The Wool Trade…

Like many Cotswold
towns Dursley was
also a producer of
woollen cloth, from
an early cottage
industry of spinning
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and weaving,
through to
increased organisation of employment within the
area’s many mills. It was this industry in particular
which brought wealth to the town and resulted in
the construction of many fine buildings, including
the Priory in Long Street and Jacob’s House, near
the Market Place.
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Industrialisation… With the advent of the
industrial revolution, bringing with it increased
mechanisation and competition from other areas,
the woollen industry in Dursley, along with other
parts of Gloucestershire, suffered periods of
unrest and recession. This took its toll with many
finding themselves out of work
and the population of Dursley
declined as people left the town to
find employment elsewhere.

became a major
Maw
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producer of
electrical machinery. Other industries developed
around carpet making, rope and canvas
manufacture and newspaper production. These
were complemented by more innovation at the
end of the 19th Century when Danish inventor
Mikael Pedersen came to Dursley with his
design for a distinctive bicycle. With the support
of Robert Ashton Lister the Dursley Pedersen
was born!
All these changes helped to secure Dursley’s
future. It had evolved into an industrial hub of
excellence,
invention and
creativity!

This downturn lasted for several
decades but it wasn’t long before
the rise of engineering in the town
enabled fortunes to change…

R.A. Lister & Co… From its
woodware

beginnings in 1867, R.A.
Lister became world
famous for the

Dursley Pedersen bicycle

