
DURSLEY TOWN MEETING 
 

24th May 2016 
 

MINUTES of the PROCEEDINGS at the ANNUAL ASSEMBLY of the DURSLEY 
TOWN MEETING held at Dursley and District Community Centre, Rednock Drive, 
Dursley at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, the 24th day of May 2016. 
 
PRESENT 

Councillor N Grecian, Town Mayor in the Chair 
 

37 people were present and the names of 9 Local Government Electors are recorded 
on the attendance sheet. 
 
1. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Annual Assembly of the Town Meeting held on 
19th May 2015 were confirmed and signed by the Town Mayor as a correct record of 
the proceedings at that meeting. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING 
 
There were no matters arising from the Minutes of the previous Meeting. 

 
3. REPORT OF THE TOWN MAYOR 
 
The Town Mayor reported upon the activities of the Town Council during the past 
year (Appendix A), including welcoming new Councillors, extending the office 
opening hours, launching a new website, appointing ‘The Door’ to provide youth 
services out of Vibe, the new maintenance programme for the War Memorial 
Recreation Ground hedge; the trial parking permit scheme at Sainsbury’s, the 
2016/17 budget, project work and partnership working. 

 
4. RESIDENTS FROM OUTSIDE DURSLEY  
 
It was resolved to allow residents from outside Dursley to speak at the meeting. 
 
5. REPORTS OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
County Councillor Lydon had sent his apologies for not being able to attend the 
meeting in person; he had supplied a written report which had been included in the 
‘Councillor and Community Group Reports’, published on the night.   
 
The Mayor summarised Councillor Lydon’s report and the main issues it highlighted 
which included the ongoing parking issues, transport links, road safety, potholes and 
future challenges (incl. finance, planning and housing). 
 
It was noted that the structural changes that would have resulted in Cotswold District 
leaving Gloucestershire are not going to happen.  This was only recently announced. 
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6. REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Cornell gave a verbal report outlining the make-up of the District Council 
following the recent elections and Council achievements over the last four years 
including the advanced regeneration of the Littlecombe site, the successful Stroud 
Ambitions event, introduction of the living wage, building new homes for affordable 
rent (70 in Dursley), the approved Local Plan, health and wellbeing activities and 
support (including new fitness facilities at Dursley Pool), the establishment of an 
innovative rural flood prevention scheme, installation of renewable energy and 
energy saving measures in households and increased rates of recycling.  The report 
also covered the future challenges facing the Council including finances, job creation 
and the house building programme.  Councillor Cornell highlighted her continued 
commitment to serving Dursley and her role as Vice Chair of the Strategy and 
Resources Committee and as Deputy Leader of the Labour Group. 
 
Councillor Hayward introduced herself as the newly elected District Councillor for 
Dursley and explained that she works with the NHS and is very interested in health 
and wellbeing.  Councillor Hayward announced that she very much looks forward to 
working with her fellow Councillors. 
 
The Mayor presented Geoff Wheeler with 2 cut glasses in recognition of his years of 
service and dedication to Dursley; he had served as a town, county and district 
Councillor at different times before recently retiring. 
 
Geoff Wheeler thanked the Town Council and those present for the gift which he 
accepted in gratitude for the many other people and groups he had worked with over 
the years, whose joint efforts had helped to make improvements to the town. 
 
7. PRESENTATION FROM GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

NIGEL MOOR, CABINET MEMBER – FIRE, PLANNING & 
INFRASTRUCTURE AND ALAN BENTLY, INTEGRATED TRANSPORT 
MANAGER FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
The Town Mayor welcomed Gloucestershire County Councillor Nigel Moor, Cabinet 
Member – Fire, Planning & Infrastructure and Alan Bently, Integrated Transport 
Manager for Gloucestershire County Council. 
 
Councillor Moor outlined his background and introduced his current role as a Cabinet 
Member. 
 
Councillor Moor’s presentation covered the following points relating to the fire 
service, planning and infrastructure portfolio: 
 

 The County has been fortunate to have retained fire stations. 

 The number of fires in the county have reduced by 40%.  The focus of the service 
has changed to the prevention of fires and supporting vulnerable members of 
society through giving advice.  The service works closely with social services. 

 The County Co-responder scheme is a valuable service.  Co-responders are 
firefighters trained in life support, they respond to medical incidents in addition to 
an ambulance.  In the areas they operate, they are known by local communities 
and are often first on the scene. 
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 Following a review process, the new Local Transport Plan 2015-2031 is due to be 
adopted in June 2016. 

 Consultation is currently ongoing on the new Community Infrastructure Levy 
system.  It is important that strong evidence and negotiation is used to secure the 
very best Section 106 contributions towards infrastructure improvements. 

 Regarding the issue of potholes (highlighted by Councillor Lydon’s report), it is 
really important that each pothole is reported to Amey, the report should include a 
clear description, location and picture if possible. 

 The recent proposal regarding the possible structural changes that would result in 
Cotswold District leaving Gloucestershire did not have the support of any of the 
Gloucestershire MPs.  The issue was ‘kicked away’ on 20th May 2016.  
Gloucestershire can now concentrate on the devolution bid. 

 The County Council spends £2 million a year on subsidised bus services to 
support those that aren’t commercially viable and £7 million on concessionary 
fares.  Access to essential services via public transport is a priority (e.g. a 
maximum 45 minutes travel time to hospital appointment).  
 

The following questions relating to the presentation were taken by Councillor Moor. 
 
Gloucestershire County Council has £160 million in reserves why not spend it to 
improve the roads? 
 
The amount held in reserves is not very much in relative terms and would only give 
Gloucestershire County Council a few weeks of spend.  This year £2 million will be 
spent on potholes and £8 million on resurfacing projects, this is more than other 
areas. 
 
Rosebery Road has been taken off the highways repair work list but it desperately 
needs resurfacing! 
 
The issue should be raised with County Councillor Lydon and County Councillor 
Smith, the Cabinet Member for Highways.  Councillor Moor offered to have a 
conversation with County Councillor Lydon to relay the concerns raised at the 
meeting. 
 
Can you say something about the relief road through the Littlecombe Development? 
 
County Councillor Lydon would be able to give you more information about the plans 
and programme for the road. 
 
Can you comment on the Castle Street 1-hour Car Park and the County Council’s 
plans? 
 
Councillor Moor confirmed that the County Council’s priority was to provide parking 
for members of staff so that they can do their job.  He added that discussions could 
be held to see how the rest of the site could be used. 
 

Councillor Moor was challenged by Town Councillors regarding plans for the car 
park.  The Mayor expressed his confusion and concern regarding the response 
given, the Town Council had been under the impression that discussions on the 
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future of the car park were ongoing with a meeting scheduled to take place on 16th 
June 2016.   

Councillor Moor was informed by the Mayor that at the moment the site is a usable 
public short-stay car park; the town has already lost a long-stay car park and parking 
is a major issue which needs to be properly discussed and considered.  The plans 
and current position need to be clarified. 

In response, Councillor Moor emphasised his initial points, stating that the spaces for 
council staff were a “priority” for the council, but that discussions could take place 
regarding the remaining space and how it could be used, he apologised if he had 
somehow conveyed the wrong message, he had been given an update before 
attending the meeting. 

Councillor Moor would discuss the issue with Neil Corbett, Head of Property 
Services, to emphasise the concerns raised at the meeting. 

 
Alan Bently, Integrated Transport Manager for Gloucestershire County Council gave 
a presentation on Gloucestershire’s passenger Transport Network.  The presentation 
covered the public transport budget, priorities, subsidies, concessionary travel, 
community transport and investment in local schemes. 
 
It was noted that £6.7 million is allocated to concessionary fares, £1.2 million to local 
bus subsidy, £700,000 to community transport and £180,000 to park and ride.  In 
2011 the maximum contribution per passenger for services was set at £2 per urban 
return journey and £8 per rural return journey.  This contribution was reaffirmed by 
the 2015 consultation and a Cabinet decision in February 2016.  Around 20% of 
funded services currently run over this including some in Dursley (services 207, 35, 
60). 
 
Mr Bently explained that the Stroud ‘Ring and Ride’ service recently collapsed.  This 
was not due to any funding cut by Gloucestershire County Council but rather an 
unsustainable working model and lack of investment in vehicle maintenance.  
‘Community Connections’ are slightly different, they run a sustainable, reliable 
service in Cheltenham and Gloucester and are trying to pick up the Stroud area. 
 
It was noted that the following services relating to the Dursley area are currently 
being reviewed to improve value for money with changes likely to come in from 4th 
September 2016 - 201, 207, 35, 208, 88, 60, 40 (to be merged with service 36 to save 30k).  

Market testing is being undertaken. 
 
It was noted that Stagecoach are looking to make changes to 62 and 61, South 
Gloucestershire are also making some changes to services.   
 
Alan Bently agreed to keep Dursley Town Council informed of the changes. 
 
Questions relating to the presentation were taken by Mr Bently. 
 
Does the integrated transport team have regular conversations with the First Great 
Western Train Service to co-ordinate times? 
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Yes the team does but First Great Western do not change their train times easily.  It 
is actually easier for us to change bus times to fit in with train times.  It is however a 
big challenge, we have to work out which trains we want to meet and try to tie in.  It 
is very difficult to get right. 
 
How much effort is made to ensure that travel information is communicated to the 
public?  The Cam and Dursley Transportation Group reviewed the information at the 
station and it was out of date, the group has set up a website to share train times 
(www.camanddursleytransportationgroup.weebly.com)  People need information.  
Much more effort needs to be made to ensure accurate up to date timetables are 
available at bus stops. 
 
The points made are very valid.   Integrated Transport have a publicity team and 
have recently taken on this responsibility.   What we do could be improved.  The 
Travel Line site is updated first when changes are made (www.traveline.info).  The 
site can be accessed from local libraries and holds all public transport times.   It is 
however very ‘clunky’ to use. 
 
The morning train service to Bristol is very good but the morning service to 
Gloucester is useless, do you have a say in this? Can you mention it to First Great 
Western? 
 
The Cam and Dursley Station is very successful.   First Great Western would be 
missing an opportunity if there is demand for a service that is not currently being 
offered.  They have access to the Travel Plan and the information collated.   Alan 
Bently suggested he take the issue raised to a meeting. 
 
Could the 60 bus service start in Wotton-under-Edge, it would save costs? 
 
Integrated Transport have access to data from ticket machines and GPS so the 
number of pick-ups can be analysed.   The team will be looking at this, analysing all 
the data before making any changes.   If routes are not being used we can’t afford to 
run a service empty. 
 
Could buses turn in Woodmancote? The bus station could then be used as a car 
park, solving the parking problem in Dursley.  This issue is worth looking at. 
 
The number 35 service currently supports the Woodmancote community.   The 
suggestion could be investigated further. 
 
The current system for ensuring timetables are at bus stops is not working.   Is it 
possible for the team to work with the Town Council to see what can be arranged to 
get the timetables updated at stops? 
  
Integrated Transport employ one person to update the timetables and there are 
6,000 stops in the county, so the workload is a challenge.  In relation to updates for 
minor changes to a service e.g. 2 mins late would not be a priority, however if 2 mins 
early it would be a priority.  Please tell us if the timetables are not up to date.  The 
team would be delighted to work in partnership with local parish and town councils to 
get the updates made with the help of local volunteers. 
 

http://camanddursleytransportationgroup.weebly.com/
http://www.traveline.info/
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The Town Clerk indicated that the Council would be willing work with the team to 
organise and discuss this further. 
 
On behalf of Dursley, the Town Mayor thanked Councillor Moor and Alan Bently for 
attending the meeting before they both withdrew. 
 
8. TO RECEIVE PRESENTATIONS FROM LOCAL COMMUNITY
 ORGANISATIONS 
 
The Mayor introduced the Annual Assembly of Dursley Town Meeting 2016 
‘Councillor and Community Group Reports’ document, published at the meeting.   
 
Those groups present were invited to add any key points not already included in the 
published document. 
 
(a) Joint Woodlands Committee 
 
Councillor Marsh highlighted recent problems with cyclists/bikes on Uley Bury.  A 
group of 200 cyclists had used and damaged the track without permission.  Uley 
Parish Council are dealing with the issue. 
 
(b) Dursley Welcomes Walkers (DWW) 
 
Chris Cherry reported that the group will be holding an AGM on Wednesday 25th 
May at 7pm here at Dursley Community Centre.  The speaker is from the Cotswold 
Conservation Board and will talk about ‘Saving our Meadows’. 
 
9. TO DISCUSS TOWN MATTERS GENERALLY 
 
The following issues were raised by the audience: 
 
Dursley Pool Redevelopment Project 
 
Is the redevelopment of the pool/sports facilities on schedule and budget? 
 
Councillor Cornell responded to say that, yes the project is on budget and the 
building will be finished and reopen in July. 
 
It was noted that a flyer had gone out locally to advise of the closure in June ahead 
of the reopening in July. 
 
For Sale Reliance House, Long Street 
 
Parking is a big issue in Dursley, Reliance House has been put back on the market. 
Could the site be considered for purchase by the Town, District and County 
Councils?  It could provide offices for council staff, rent able office space for 
businesses and parking. 
 
The Town Mayor responded to say that it will be raised for discussion at the joint 
parking meeting on 16th June 2016. 
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Increased Traffic Flow through Town 
 
There has been an increase in traffic flow through the town.  It can be difficult to 
cross over to/from the Church.  Will the current road layouts be maintained as part of 
the transport plan? 
 
In response it was commented that the use of temporary traffic lights in the town had 
created recent congestion problems.  It was commented that use of traffic lights in 
Dursley generally resulted in problems. 
 
The Town Mayor confirmed that the Council will continue to work with the community 
and others to try and solve issues of concern in the town. 
 
10. LESLIE D GALE AWARD 
  
The Town Mayor announced that the Leslie D Gale award for Outstanding Service 

to the Community of Dursley is awarded to Anne Anderson, in recognition of her 

volunteer work with the local girl guiding groups and the community cinema. 

 

The Town Mayor announced that the Leslie D Gale award for Outstanding Service 
to the Community of Dursley is awarded to Emma Irvine, in recognition of her 
volunteer work with the community café and young people. 
 

The Town Mayor announced that the Leslie D Gale ‘Unsung Hero’ award for 
Outstanding Service to the Community of Dursley is awarded to Keith Thomson, 
in recognition of his contribution to keeping the town clean and tidy. 
 

Suitable presentation arrangements would be made by the Town Clerk. 
 
The Town Mayor closed the Assembly at 8:38pm and invited those present to join 
him in some light refreshment  
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                             ………………………………………….. 
               Town Mayor 

 
..………………………………………… 

Date 


