
DURSLEY TOWN MEETING 
 

 

23rd May 2017 
 

MINUTES of the PROCEEDINGS at the ANNUAL ASSEMBLY of the DURSLEY 
TOWN MEETING held at Dursley and District Community Centre, Rednock Drive, 
Dursley at 7.00 pm on Tuesday, the 23rd day of May 2017. 
 
PRESENT 

Councillor N Grecian, Town Mayor in the Chair 
 

35 people were present and the names of 22 Local Government Electors are 
recorded on the attendance sheet. 
 
MINUTES SILENCE  
 
Those present observed a minute’s silence, led by the Town Mayor, as a mark of 
respect to the victims of the Manchester attack.  
 
The Town Mayor requested that the Council arrange to sign the online book of 
condolence on behalf of the town.  
 
1. MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of the Annual Assembly of the Town Meeting held on 24th May 2016 
were confirmed and signed by the Town Mayor as a correct record of the 
proceedings at that meeting. 
 
2. MATTERS ARISING 
 
In relation to the minute dated 24th May 2016, item 7 (page 3), a resident drew 
attention to the point raised regarding Rosebery Road.  The resident stated that they 
were very glad that the road had be resurfaced by Gloucestershire Highways, it had 
made a big difference.  They went on to request that Highways look at Rosebery 
Mount, which is in need of resurfacing. 

 
3. REPORT OF THE TOWN MAYOR 
 
The Town Mayor reported upon the activities of the Town Council during the past 
year (outlined in the Annual Report 2016/17), including the engagements that he had 
attended as Mayor; the loss of Brian Marsh and his long service to the community as 
a Town Councillor; welcoming new Councillors onto Council; the many community 
events that had taken place; the Council taking on the lease for Highfields Play Area 
and the programme of improvement works planned; the adoption of the Castle Street 
phone box and the installation of a community defibrillator with the help of lottery 
funding; the extension to the parking permit scheme at Sainsbury’s; achieving the 
‘Quality Gold’ award from the Local Council Award Scheme; the 2017/18 budget, 
project work and partnership working. 
 
The Town Mayor thanked everyone involved for all their hard work over the year and 
expressed what an honour and a privilege it had been to serve as Town Mayor. 
 
It was noted that Councillor Neil Grecian had been re-elected to serve as Town 
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Mayor and Councillor Suzi Abraham had been re-elected to serve as Deputy Town 
Mayor for the 2017/18 period.  Both were very much looking forward to continuing to 
serve the community of Dursley. 
 
4. RESIDENTS FROM OUTSIDE DURSLEY  
 
It was resolved to allow residents from outside Dursley to speak at the meeting. 
 
5. REPORTS OF COUNTY COUNCILLORS 
 
The Town Mayor welcomed Councillor Patrick to the meeting and congratulated her 
on her election as County Councillor for Dursley. 
 

Councillor Patrick explained that since being elected she had been undertaking new 
Councillor training and induction with Gloucestershire County Council; she had also 
sought out in person the people in the County Council that would be best placed to 
get things done. 
 
In response to the issue raised earlier under item 2 ‘Matters Arising’ regarding 
Rosebery Mount, Councillor Patrick explained that Dursley may have to wait a while 
for this issue to be addressed.  However, she had managed, hopefully to get the 
Highways Manager to look at addressing some of the pavement issues along 
Highfields and Garden Suburb.   
 
Residents were encouraged to make Councillor Patrick aware of other pavement 
and highways issues.  A drive-around meeting was taking place with the Highways 
Manager on 6th June 2017.   
 
In response, it was highlighted that the pavements along Henlow Drive were in a 
very poor state. 
 
Councillor Patrick informed the meeting that she had met with the parishes of Coaley 
and Uley and had plans to meet with Leonard Stanley and Nympsfield very soon. 
 
In response to information that had been circulating locally regarding confusion 
about parking fines and bullying at Rednock, Councillor Patrick shared information 
she had established having investigated the issues further, as follows: 
 

• Parking fines, whether issued on public or private land (e.g. supermarkets) where 
there is signage, must be paid. 

• A meeting at Rednock School with the Head and Deputy Head, had been 
scheduled to take place before concerns regarding bullying were raised on social 
media and in the Gazette; at the meeting Councillor Patrick had been totally 
reassured; the school has a robust bullying policy in place, answered every 
question raised and is doing everything it can to address and prevent bullying.  The 
Head would like all incidents of littering, smoking, anti-social behaviour and road 
safety concerns involving students in Rednock uniforms to be reported to the 
school.  
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6. REPORTS OF DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
 
Councillor Cornell read out a written report that would be published with the meeting 
papers.  The report outlined the importance of Councillors across different parties 
working together to find solutions to problems within the community.  It also covered 
the work she had been involved in over the year including holding a regular street 
surgery when the farmers market is on; dealing with concerns about waste and 
recycling; car parking issues and the delay to put traffic lights at the sandpits 
junction; the refused planning application for the land off Hardings Drive and the 
future development of the Old Dairy site; work to revitalize market towns and new 
commercial units at Littlecombe; £8 million investment for houses to rent and the 
existing council house building; the County’s Health and Social Care Scrutiny 
Committee and the future implementation of Sustainability and Transformation 
Plans; the central government grant which will cease by 2020 and the challenge to 
find up to 20% savings from the revenue budget; the possibility that the Boundary 
Commissions recommendations, due next year, could see Dursley move into the 
Yate and Thornbury constituency and the implications of this and finally Stroud 
District Council’s customer satisfaction survey which found that 80% of residents and 
70% of businesses are very satisfied with the Council. 
 
Councillor Fryer reported that he is on the Housing Committee for 2017/18; the year 
is expected to be very challenging with fixed term housing tenancies to be brought 
out in October 2017.  It was noted that Stroud District Council was still awaiting 
government proposals on how it will all work and remains committed to social 
housing. 
 
Councillor Hayward had sent apologies to the meeting but had supplied a written 
report which was circulated and would be published with the meeting papers. 
 
7. PRESENTATION FROM COMMUNITY HEARTBEAT TRUST 
 
The Town Mayor welcomed Mr Martin Render, Chairman of the Community 
Heartbeat Trust. 
 
Mr Render outlined his background and what the Community Heartbeat Trust do as 
a charity. 
 
Mr Render’s presentation covered the following points relating to the Trust and 
community defibrillators: 
 

• The Trust had supplied 3,500 defibrillators over the last 9 years. 

• Cardiac arrest can affect any one of us at any time; statistics show that 80% of 
cardiac arrests happen at home, 8am and 6pm being the most common times of 
day. 

• Buildings everywhere have fire extinguishers – why not defibrillators? 

• 70,000-100,000 people suffer a cardiac arrest in the UK every year. 

• You have 5 minutes before it’s too late to save someone from cardiac arrest.  
Remember - minutes matter. 

• It can be difficult for ambulances to access people within 5 minutes in rural 
communities in particular.  The defibrillator makes all the difference, it gives extra 
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time and increases survivability. 

• Defibrillators are easy to use, they talk to you step by step, you don’t need any 
training to use one and you can’t shock someone who doesn’t need a shock.  
People should not be afraid to use them, they will not make the situation any 
worse. 

• There are 92 different causes of cardiac arrest and there are differences between 
a cardiac arrest and a heart attack.  

• Defibrillators stop the heart so that it can get back into a normal rhythm.   

• The Social Action, Responsibility and Heroism Act 2015 was put in place to offer 
a greater degree of reassurance and protection to good Samaritans, volunteers 
and those who may be deterred from helping and giving first aid due to worries 
about risk or liability. 

 
A question was raised regarding the Social Action, Responsibility and Heroism Act 
2015 and whether a defibrillator is restricted to use on the premises or grounds 
where it is located e.g. Rugby Club? 
 
The person asking the question had been told that the defibrillator in this case could 
not be used off site due to insurance requirements. 
 
Mr Render explained that this appears to be down to insurance relating to the 
equipment itself and damage rather than risk to the person and liability; no one has 
been sued for using a defibrillator, the above Act encourages people to do 
something to protect life, refusing to allow use of a defibrillator because of health and 
safety and insurance is nonsense, life is worth more than the cost of damaging the 
equipment. 
 
A question was raised about the shock given by a defibrillator.  Mr Render confirmed 
that defibrillators do not shock people who don’t need it, the defibrillator pads that 
are placed on the body assesses heart rhythm and will only shock if the body needs 
it.  They are more accurate than a GP. 
 
8. TO RECEIVE PRESENTATIONS FROM LOCAL COMMUNITY
 ORGANISATIONS 
 
The Mayor introduced the Annual Assembly of Dursley Town Meeting 2017 
‘Councillor and Community Group Reports’ document, distributed at the meeting.   
 
Those groups present were invited to add any key points not already included in the 
published document. 
 
Councillor Wendy Thomas, speaking as a member of the Cam and Dursley 
Transportation Group, introduced the work they are doing.  It was reported that the 
group meet approx. 6 times per year and are currently working with Cam Parish 
Council and others to try to improve access, parking and signage at the Cam and 
Dursley Station.  Those present who were interested in finding out more were invited 
to speak to Wendy after the meeting. 
 
Gill Davies, Secretary of the Dursley and District Old People’s Welfare Committee, 
spoke about the Dursley Day Centre.  It was reported that this year marks 50 years 
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since Number 15 May Lane opened; the centre is run by volunteers providing drinks 
and snacks to people over the age of 50; it does a vital job in helping to prevent 
social isolation by combating loneliness, giving somewhere for people to meet and 
have a chat. 
 
Helen Patrick of the Townsend Residents Association spoke about the work the 
group is doing to try and improve the area which covers Long Street, the Crest 
Nicholson Estate, The Broadwell, Silver Street, Uley Road and Ferney.  The group 
had held a meeting in March to discuss anti-social behaviour, traffic issues and 
waste disposal/littering.  The discussions and work is currently ongoing with the local 
Neighbourhood Warden and Councillors. 
 
The Town Mayor thanked everyone for contributing and highlighted that there is a 
great amount of positive work going on in the town down to hardworking, committed 
volunteers. 
 
9. TO DISCUSS TOWN MATTERS GENERALLY 
 
The following issues were raised by the audience: 
 
In relation to the Annual Report distributed at the meeting it was highlighted that the 
Planning Committee Attendance table was missing from Appendix 3.  The Town 
Clerk assured that this would be included in the version which would be published on 
the Council’s website (www.dursleytowncouncil.gov.uk). 
 
The initial plans for the development site off May Lane (Old Dairy Site) did not 
provide enough parking spaces.  Houses need adequate parking spaces, there is no 
point having houses without parking. 
 
It was noted that the site off May Lane was within the town centre boundary and 
because of this developers may not necessarily need to provide parking due to 
existing planning policies and the close proximity to public transport/facilities; the 
Town Council regularly highlights parking issues to Stroud District Council when 
considering planning applications.   
 
Councillor Cornell added that she was not aware of any live planning application for 
the May Lane (Old Dairy) site but did confirm that it was back on the drawing board 
and that discussions were taking place; Stroud District Council own the land at 11a 
May Lane and the old garage and it was hoped that a different proposal for the site 
would be put forward soon. 
 
Do we have a date for the opening of the relief road through Littlecombe yet? 
 
It was noted that Councillor Cornell had requested an update and we should 
hopefully have more information in the next month or so.  There would be a 
Townsend Residents Association meeting (date to be confirmed) to focus on parking 
and the road.  County Councillor Patrick and a Town Council representative would 
attend. 
 
It was noted that the road would come through the bottom of Long Street Green and 
join the existing Lister Street. 

http://www.dursleytowncouncil.gov.uk/
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Our former MP had raised the possibility of creating a new Motorway junction on the 
M5, is this going to happen? 
 
Local Councils would no doubt have lots to say on any proposals if they should come 
forward in the future.  This would be an issue for the future Government. 
 
Issues with Lister Street  
 
County Councillor Patrick reported that she had asked Gloucestershire County 
Council officers if the priority at the Uley Road junction with Lister Street could be put 
back as it was.  Within the discussions she had had to date the relief road had been 
referred to as a residential road.  Councillor Patrick continues to look into this issue. 
 
The new food waste bins are not animal proof.  Dursley animals have worked out 
how to open them! 
 
Councillor Cornell agreed to pass the comments back to Stroud District Council and 
was not sure if there was a solution to the problem. 
 
Problems with waste disposal and collections on Long Street 
 
It was reported by residents that there are ongoing problems with waste disposal and 
collections on Long Street and in the Townsend area in particular.  Some residents 
do not understand the new waste collection regime and fly tipping continues to 
occur; having to continuously report incidents to Stroud District Council was 
annoying and the battle on this problem was not being won. 
 
The Town Clerk confirmed that the Council had reported ongoing issues which 
appear to be continuing, communal bin areas were noted as a particular problem.  It 
was noted that there had been some improvement recently but it was a work in 
progress to tackle this ongoing issue. 
 
The Town Council had invited a representative of Stroud District Council’s Public 
Spaces Department to attend the full Council meeting on 7th June 2017 to discuss 
issues relating to fly tipping and incorrect presentation of waste for collection.  The 
meeting would be held at 7pm in the meeting room at the Fire Station. 
 
It was stressed that we all need to work together to resolve this issue. 
 
Dursley in Bloom (DiB) 
 
Penny Hyde, the Chair of Dursley in Bloom, reported that the group had had a 
wonderful response from Dursley businesses and people, in particularly along 
Parsonage Street, towards DiB activities. 
 
The group had been thrilled that the Town Clerk, John Kay, in particular and the 
Town Council had been so supportive and helpful. 
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Dursley in Bloom wanted to thank everyone and ensure that such support is 
recognised. 
 
The Town Mayor thanked all the Dursley in Bloom volunteers who work very hard 
every year for the town. 
 
10. LESLIE D GALE AWARD 
  
The Town Mayor announced that the Leslie D Gale award for Outstanding Service 

to the Community of Dursley is awarded to Martine Carter in recognition of her 

continued service to ConnectAT.  The award would be presented at the upcoming 

meeting of ConnectAT. 

 

The Town Mayor announced that the Leslie D Gale ‘Unsung Hero’ award for 
Outstanding Service to the Community of Dursley is awarded to Ronnie 
Harding in recognition of her continued volunteering efforts.  The award would be 
presented at the Dursley in Bloom Committee meeting in June. 
 
The Town Mayor announced that the Leslie D Gale award for Outstanding Service 
to the Community of Dursley is posthumously awarded to Brian Marsh in 
recognition of his contribution to Dursley Town Council and the town.  The award 
would be presented to Brian’s family in the very near future. 
 
The Town Mayor announced that the Leslie D Gale award for Outstanding Service 
to the Community of Dursley is awarded to Mandy Woodward in recognition of her 
support to fellow traders and the vulnerable.  The award was presented at the 
meeting. 
 

The Town Mayor closed the Assembly at 8:25pm and invited those present to join 
him in some light refreshment  
 
 

 
 
 
 

                                             ………………………………………….. 
               Town Mayor 

 
..………………………………………… 

Date 


