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DURSLEY TOWN COUNCIL 
  
MINUTES and REPORT of the MEETING of the GREEN SPACES COMMITTEE of the 
Council held online at 7:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 15th September 2020 for presentation to 
the Council on the 6th October 2020. 
 

PRESENT 
 

Councillors: A Stennett (Chair), N Grecian, J Ball, M Stennett,  M Woodward, J 
Rubin & T White. 

 

In Attendance: J Kay, Town Clerk, L Wellings, Deputy Town Clerk & A Gambie 
Project Officer. 

 
In the absence of the Chair, Cllr Neil Grecian assumed the role of Chair and started the 
meeting. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were accepted from Councillor P Hayes and L Patrick (both personal). 
 

2. MEMBERS DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

3. REPRESENTATIONS FROM THE PUBLIC  
There were no members of the public present. 
 
4. MINUTES 
In the Chair’s absence the minutes were not available to sign. 
 

5. CHAIR’S VERBAL REPORT  
In the Chair’s absence there was no report. 
 
6. ANTI SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
The Town Clerk reported that a response had not yet been received from 
Gloucestershire Constabulary in response to our recent letter re antisocial behaviour 
on the War Memorial Recreation Ground and Kingshill Play Area. The letter has been 
passed to Superintendent Kath Davis, the area commander for Cotswold and Stroud 
to respond. 
 
Cllrs A Stennett & M Stennett joined the meeting. Cllr A Stennett took over the role of 
Chair. IT WAS AGREED to consider agenda items 4 and 5 at the end of the meeting. 
 
The Committee discussed and consider the issues raised by local residents. 
 
IT WAS AGREED not to remove the shelter at Kingshill Play Area, the Committee 
would await the response from Superintendent Davis and encourage residents to 
continue to report matters to the police. 
 
IT WAS AGREED to look at the possibility of moving the benches away from the tree 
at the Pentanque court and for residents to be encouraged to report any matters to the 
police.  
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Cllrs Woodward and White to bring up the issues at their meeting with Dursley 
Neighbourhood police next week. 
 
 

7. TO CONSIDER THE LEGIONELLA RISK ASSESSMENTS 
The Deputy Clerk provided an update on measures brought in to control and record 
water temperature sampling. A draft policy, log book and check sheets will be 
presented to the committee at a future meeting, following the recommendations of the 
risk assessments. Cllr M Stennett to review prior to meeting. Training requirements to 
be reviewed for all staff. 
 
8. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON BEE KEEPING 
The Deputy Clerk provided an update on expressions of interest in the bee keeping 
opportunity at Kingshill Allotments, to date only one expression of interest had been 
received. 
 
IT WAS AGREED to continue to discuss the opportunity with the interested person 
and to seek further advice from the Stroud Beekeeping Association. 

 
9. PLAYGROUND MAINTENANCE 
The Deputy Clerk reported that the maintenance was continuing following the annual 
inspection reports with lower risk items being targeted. 
 
The basket swing has been removed on safety grounds at Highfields Play Area due to 
the wooden beam cracking. IT WAS AGREED to seek quotes for a replacement swing 
as the existing apparatus has reached the end of its life expectancy. 
 
10. TREE INSPECTION REPORT 
A quote had been received from our tree surgeon, for all the category 2 and 3 works 
highlighted in the inspection report. Category 2 works - £668 + VAT. Category 2 & 3 
works £1823 + VAT 
 
IT WAS AGREED to prioritise Category 2 works and programme works as per budget 
allocation. 
 
11. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE FACULTY TO REMOVE 

BROKEN/UNSAFE GRAVE SURROUNDS AT ST MARKS 
The faculty application had been submitted to the Diocese of Gloucester; we are 
currently awaiting the outcome of the mandatory consultation period. 
 
12. RE-OPENING OF THE PAVILLION (WAR MEMORIAL RECREATION 

GROUND) 
The latest government advice is that changing rooms and showers are not essential 
and therefore remain closed to the local sports clubs. Toilet facilities are now available 
to the sports teams. 
 
IT WAS AGREED that a reduced fee of £40 + VAT be charged to Dursley based 
sports teams for the use of the pitch and pavilion until such times as the changing 
rooms/showers are fully available. 
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13. TO CONSIDER GARDEN OF REST PROJECTS 
The Project Officer presented the reports for the new garden of rest and improvements 
to the existing gardens of rest at Kingshill Cemetery. 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED to accept the quote of £8,161 + VAT for a new garden of rest 
with recycled mock timbers from Greenfields. 
 
IT WAS RESOLVED to accept the quotes of £4,191 + VAT (left hand side) and £4,400 
+ VAT (right hand side) using recycled mock timbers for the two garden of rest areas 
from Greenfields. The committee agreed to the recommendation of a publicity 
campaign prior to any changes taking place. 
 
14. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON MEMORIAL INSPECTIONS 
A total of 23 memorial headstones had been laid down during the 2020 inspection for 
safety reasons. This brings the total to 83 headstones having been laid down including 
the memorial to Mikael Pederson. It was noted that some of the headstones laid down 
in the 2020 inspection were not deemed old headstones and were in the region of 20 
years old. Where possible the owners are being contacted and all headstones have a 
notice attached. 
 
IT WAS AGREED that quotes should be obtained to re-set the Pederson headstone 
as it is an important historical landmark for the town. 
 
IT WAS AGREED that a letter be sent to local memorial masons relating to our 
concerns over the number of headstones that are requiring to be laid down in Kingshill 
Cemetery.  
 

4. MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Green Spaces Committee Meeting held on the 21st July 2020, 
having been circulated among the members, were taken as read, confirmed, and 
signed by the Chair as a correct record. 
 
5. CHAIR’S VERBAL REPORT  
The Chair reported that Dursley Town AFC had contacted the Council about new 
goalposts. The posts were too heavy to remove after each game and it was proposed 
to keep them in position but to have them roped off to prevent goalmouth being played 
on regularly between games. It was agreed that this would be monitored by the 
Council’s staff. 
 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8:35pm. 
 

  
.............................................................. 

                                         Chairman 
 

.............................................................. 
Date 

 


